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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL ASIAN OFFICIAL DISCUSSES SOVIET RELIGIOUS POLICIES 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 18 Jun 86 p 54 


[Interview with Mufti Shams-al-Din Khan Ibn Diya'-al-Din Khan Baba Khan by 
Muhamma? ‘Abd-al-Sattar: “Chairman of the Religious Department of the Mos-— 
lems of Central Asia: These Are the Conditions of the Moslems in the Soviet 
Union" ] 


[Text] We present this interview from the Soviet Union through one of the 
windows from which the Moslems in various ares of the world look out, with 
an Islamic figure who plays his part in different circumstances and an unu- 
sual climate. This conversation which we are presenting to you is with His 
Excellency the Shaykh and Mufti Shams-al-Din Khan Ibn Diya'-al-Din Khan Baba 
Khan, chairman of the Religious Department of the Moslems of Central Asia 
and Kazakhstan in the Soviet Union. With him, we have tried to offer you a 
picture of the actual situation of our Moslem brothers in the Soviet Union 
and the general circumstances they are experiencing there. 


[Question] What is the number of Moslems in the Soviet Union? What is the 
organizational administrative structure of their situation? 


[Answer] The number of Moslems in the Soviet Union comes to more than 60 
million, spread about over broad, wide-ranging areas of the country. The 
presence of Moslems in the Soviet Union is made up of four religious depart- 
ments broken down as follows: 


1. The religious department for the Moslems of the European section and Si- 
beria, whose capital is the city of Ufi. 


2. The religious department for the Moslems of the north Caucasus (Daghes- 
tan, Shishi, Anqush and Circassia), whose capital is the city of Makhachka- 
la. 


3. The religious department for the Moslems of Transcaucasia, which consists 
of three republics (Azarbayjan, Georgia and Armenia) and whose capital is 
the city of Azarbay jan. 


4. The religious department for the Moslems of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, 
which is situated in the south of the Soviet Union and whose capital is 
Tashkent. 














[Question] Are there other religions besides the Islamic religion in the 
Soviet Union? 


[Answer] Yes, almost all religions are present in the Soviet Union, along- 
side the Islamic religion. There you can find Christianity and Buddhism. 
They are all separate from the state and individuals supervise them. These 
religions do not receive any support or aid from the government. 


[Question] On what financial source do the Moslems rely in carrying out 
their [Islamic projects and programs? 


[Answer] In carrying out their Islamic programs and projects, the Moslems 
rely on donations from Moslems inside the Soviet Union, where we can sense 
unparalleled enthusiasm on their part for supporting Islamic activity by 
building or repairing mosques or supervising festivals and religious activi- 
ties the Moslems hold on Islamic occasions. ° 


[Question] What is the number of mosques that exist within the Soviet Union? 


[Answer] I cannot give the correct figure on the number of mosques that 
exist in all areas of Russia, but I can mention to you the number of mosques 
in the department of Central Asia and Kazakhstan whose chairmanship I head; 
there the number of major mosques comes to more than 200 and of small local 
mosques more than 1,000. 


[Question] You have mentioned that there are four Islamic departments in 
Russia. How is the process of forming these departments and chairing them 
carried out? 


[Answer] When these departments were formed, it was the custom that their 
chairmen would be chosen by the Moslems through a broad election meeting 
which would determine each period, in accordance with the circumstances 
which called for the holding of these elections. 


[Question] Information indicates that the Moslems in the Soviet Union suffer 
from pressure and the repression of freedoms. What is the truth about that? 


[Answer] This situation you are talking about was in the past, specifically 
in the era of Stalin and a short period after that, when the government 
prohibited the pursuit of religion and imprisoned and arrested everyone who 
was proved to be involved in the pursuit of religion. As for the situation 
now, that has changed to some extent and has become better than it was in 
the previous era. Everyone visiting the Soviet Union now notices this point, 
since mosques, churches and temples as well are now widespread, contrary to 
the situation that existed in the past. 


[Question] But the news claims otherwise. The most example has been the con- 
pelling of Moslem women to marry non-Moslem youths. Is that true? 


[Answer] We know that there are Moslem men who marry Russian women, and 
Moslem women who marry non-Moslem men. We cannot prevent that, because the 
state, as you know, is non-religious. However, I would like to say that 
these things take place in accordance with the desire of all parties. 











[Question] What is the progression of the system of public education for 
male and female students, starting with the initial stages? 


[Answer] It has been the custom that children start their studies in govern- 
ment schools, up to age 17. These schools, as is well known, do not teach 
any devotional or religious learning or studies but concentrate on all the 
modern sciences in their studies. 


[Question] Aren't there schools which teach the Arabic language, for exam- 
ple? 


[Answer] There are some schools which teach the Arabic language, and most of 
thess schools are to be found in areas where Moslems live in large numbers. 
This is in addition to Tashkent University, which teaches the Arabic lang- 
uage alongside other Oriental languages. 


[Question] Are there also Islamic schools which Moslem students can enroll 
in? 


[Answer] Islamic schools can be found in the city of Bukhara, including the 
Mir ‘Arab school, the famous Islamic school, and another Islamic secondary 
school. In Tashkent there is a higher institute named after Imam al-Bukhari, 
may God have mercy on him. 


[Question] You have not pointed out to me how Moslem students can enroll in 
these schools. 


[Answer] The system of teaching, as I mentioned to you, starts first of all , 
with the government schools, until the student reaches age 17 or 18, after 
which the Mosiem students can enroll in the Islamic secondary school in Bu- 
khara then complete their education in the Mir ‘Arab school. Their studies, 
which take for 7 years, are concentrated in various religious sciences. 


[Question] What is the general ratio of the number of Moslems working in the 
government? Have they reached the level of higher state positions? 


[Answer] The ratio of Moslems working in the government accounts for a high 
proportion, and the level of their representation in the government exceeds 
the level of ministers with ministries and good, important positions. There 
also are Moslem members in substantial numbers in the parliament. 


[Question] Tell us about the Islamic activity of Moslems in the Soviet Un- 
ion. 


[Answer] Islamic activity and movement is good, thanks to God. Moslems still 
continue to have Islamic lectures, symposia and courses in various areas of 
the republic. In the past we have held a number of international Islamic 
conferences, such as the conference of the year 1200, the birth of Imam al- 
Bukhari. We held that in the city of Samarkand, a number of international 
Islamic figures took part in it, and attending from the kingdom was his 
excellency Prof Muhammad Safwat al-Saqa, previously the assistant secretary 
general of the World Islamic League. We also held another Islamic conference 
on the beginning of the 15th Islamic century in the city of Chambi, in which 
a number of Islamic figures from outside Russia also participated. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ASPECTS OF GROWTH OF EXTREMISM UNDER ISRAELI OCCUPATION 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic 28 Jun 86 pp 23, 24 
[Article by Salman Yusuf: "Two Parallel Developments" ] 


[Text] The phenomenon of religous devotion, repentance and the return to 
religion in extreme form is charged with tension and a loathing for every- 
thing that is secular or even liberal. This phenomenon, which is starting to 
spread in Israeli society, has begun to appear clearly alongside the polari- 
zation and loathing which it leads to not just among various religions but 
even among various factions of a single faith. This essencrially conflicts 
with the bases and principles of religion, which call for tolerance, coex- 
istence and brotherhood. This phenomenon has also extended to deeper aad 
graver dimensions, since some of these "repentant" elements have started to 
be ensconced and steeped in the "complex" of their repentance to the point 
of blind folly totally alien to the rules of worship, as if these elements 
were trying to renounce the effects of the past they have experienced. One 
should note that the majority of them belonged to marginal groups living on 
the edge of criminality or close to the abyss and the use of drugs and lived 
in constant conflict with society, law and the police but, for a number of 
reasons, found their refuge and shelter in religious devotion, returned to 
religion in an extreme way and through that started to project their psycho- 
logical conflicts and try to cover their past and obliterate the memory of 
it. 


These marginal elements which exploit religion and mobilize it for their 
goals are pouring oil on the flame of fanaticism and kindling the fire of 
loathing not just among creeds and factions but even among the adherents of 
a given religion and between them and liberal religious groups which embrace 
and believe in the sound bases of religion and secular factions. 


The Effect of the June 1967 War 


Political figures, intellectuals and experts unanimously hold that the re- 
sults of the June 1967 war and the occupation of Arab areas led to a deep 

shock that shook the foundations of Israeli society, which had been in the 
process of giving concrete form to an open civilized liberal society. This 
war led to long-range changes with deep dimensions in the psychology of the 








Israelis. Consequently the emergence of a number of social phenomena, and 
religious feelings which had been suppressed or even buried awakened after 
the occupation of Jerusalem and the flow of fanatic extremist elements to 
pray before the wailing wall or even pray in the courtyard of the shrine of 
the sanctuary of Abraham in Hebron, and talk about the land of greater Isra- 
el and historicism and about the historic roots or even preparation for the 
appearance of the awaited Messiah (the sincere one) increased and extremist 
religious movements which some fanatics among figures in the Jewish religion 
led began to become prominent. 


These elements found an easy target, feasible methods and a favorable ins- 
trument for advancing their goals in the government, which encouraged them 
to settle in the occupied Arab areas. This began with the construction of 
the viper's den of Kiryat Arbaa, which was the nucleus for the criminal 
Jewish gang which did not shrink from carrying out terrorist acts or even 
from trying to infringe on sacred Islamic and Christian shrines. There is no 
recom to mention and enumerate these loathesome acts which many well known 
fanati: religious elements carried out. 


However, this phenomenon drove other elements to blind extremism and patho- 
logical religious faiuaticism. Of these we might mention the movements of 
Shas, Hatehiyah, Kahane and others who embrace extremist fascist ideas. 


However, these phenomena were not restricted to the declaration of loathing 
for Arabs. Rather, polarization appeared in Jewish society itself and the 
fanatic religious currents (which are a paltry minority among at]. devout 
Jews, although this minority as started to try to impose its principles and 
its fanatic ideas on all citizens in Israel, whether they are devout or 
secular) got out of hand. 


[There are] the demonstrations which Hashomer Street in the town of Beni 
Barak or Ramut Street in Jerusalem have witnessed every week, the violent 
demonstrations a group of fanatic religious zealots holds before a movie 
theater in the town of Petakh Tikvah every week, or even the burning and 
defacement of kiosks of parking areas for buses in Jerusalem because of the 
presence of advertising posters bearing a picture of a girl wearing a bath- 
ing suit, and other acts contrary to law. 


It is clear that the objective these fanatic religious elements are striving 
for is to try to impose religious devotion on all citizens. On the other 
hand, secular elements have carried out odious acts in reaction, among them 
the burning of synagogues and holy books. | 


The Arabs Are Not Isolated 


It is not only the naive who believe that the Arab environment in Israel is 
experiencing isolation or has ‘tie psychological resistance to stand up to 
the phenomenon of religious sanaticism. The June 1967 war with its tragedies 
brought in a surging flood of religious books, especially the books and pub- 
lications of the Moslem Brothers, and the ability of Moslems to perform the 
group prayer in the blessed al-Aqsa mosque led these to awaken religious 
feelings, which were influenced by conflicting political factors. On the one 








hand, the military government which had gone on since the establishment of 
Israel, during whose period, with its harsh circumstances, many people tried 
to imitate Jewish society in their clothing and their style of living and 
gave up wearing Arab clothes out of fear of persecution by the police, who 
stopped them to inspect their movements and travel permits, was officially 
abrogated. 


With the abrogation of the military government, many people returned to tra- 
ditional Arab clothing, to the headdress and the headband or even the at- 
tempt to show their Arabhood. Likewise, meetings with our fraternal people 
of the occupied territories in their ordeal, the diminution of the possibi- 
lity for a settlement of the Palestinian cause and other hardships which 
befell the Palestinian people residing in the camps, especially the suffer- 
ings they endured in Black September in Jordan, the position of the Arab 
countries and even their commission of criminal acts against the Palestinian 
Arab people, are factors which in combination led to the increase in despair 
and despondency that worked on the psychology of the Palestinian people do- 
mestically. 


Under the influence of religious currents, most important of which was the 
current of Khomeyni's revolution in Iran in 1979, some people became dis- 
posed to believe that a return-to religion and intense devotion to it were 
the only way to solve all the world's problems. A religious movement similar 
to that of the Moslem Brothers started to emerge. This movement is clearly 
apparent in the villages of the triangle, such as Kafr Qasim, al-Tibah and 
Umm al-Fahm. It is curious to point out that this religious group in Umm al- 
Fahm gave the town the name of Umm al-Nur because it radiated the light of 
the faith. 


The Moslem Brothers 


One can assume that the first young Moslem in [Israel to embrace the Broth- 
ers' doctrine was a young man from the village of Kafr Qasim called ‘Abdal- 
lah Shafiq who started to fall prey to alcoholism and gambling after he had 
failed to complete his secondary studies, but joined the Faculty of Islamic 
Law in Nabulus and soon started to declare that he was a Nasirite (a sup- 
porter of the late Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir). However, after the events Egypt 
went through, the arrest of the Brothers and the execution of their leader, 
the Brothers started to describe ‘Abd-al-Nasir as an infidel and heretic; 
consequently, this Shafiq, who had completed his studies, which were the 
equivalent of general secondary studies, begun working earnestly to estab- 
lish Brothers’ cells in his village and started to prepare courses for chil- 
dren by which he would disseminate the Brothers' beliefs and views, was 
transformed. These cells started to spread and expand and started to collect 
tithes and perform philanthropi: works, which prompted Israel to be quiet 
about them. In 1981, members of .-lls of theirs which bore the name of the 
family of holy war and had performed acts of violence, including burning 
crops, fields and orchards or smashing agricultural irrigation pipes, were 
arrested. 


The detection of these cells and the imprisonment of their members led to 
internal struggles which soon led to a rift in the movement. Some members 








continued to embrace the Moslem Brothers’ policy and principles, while ano- 
ther segment turned toward mysticism and relative moderation. It is odd that 
we should observe that the groups which turned to the path of mysticism were 
basically secular leftist elements, while those who held to the Brothers' 
creed were reactionary right-wing ones. 


The Movement's Financial Sources 


This group performs social reconstruction activities which cost large sums 
of money, though their number is estimated at just 200 members. Their acti- 
vity is restricted to mosques and they do not perform any other work. In 
spite of this, they have carried out projects in Umm al-Fahm, Kafr Qasim and 
other villages evaluated at millions of shekels. 


There are rumors and statements alleging that the sources of their wealth 
are the Arab world, the League of the Islamic World and other sources, and 
there are people who allege that the tithe funds they collect bring them 
great wealth, sufficient to cover the costs of these projects and greater 
than their living expenses. 


The question which arises is, what is this movement's future: will it be 
turned into an overwhelming current and prevailing tide, or is it in a state 
of ebb and flow? Will it last or tend to come to an end, same as other 
phenomena? 


Concerning this subject, we met with Prof 'Abd-al-Fattah Zahaliqah, who is 
preparing for a master's thesis on the Islamic religious reawakening among 
Arabs in Israel in participation with Dr Thomas Meir of Tel Aviv University. 
This research work will soon be issued in English. Prof ‘Abd-al-Fattah is 
also diligently engaged in bringing it out in Arabic soon. Concerning this 
research, we held the following meeting with him: 


[Question] Do you consider this phenomenon a passing "fad" or does it have 
firm foundations and function in accordance with firm frameworks and bases? 


[Answer] I consider that this phenomenon will endure, because it is acting 
from the premise that it exists as an organization in societies registered 
with the Minister of the Interior (in accordance with Ottoman law). This 
makes its eclipse and disappearance, as was the case with earlier religious 
currents which rapidly were eliminated, a thing of difficulty. 


[Question] What are the causes of this phenomenon, the religious awakening? 
Are they fanaticism, are they economic, policical or social causes, or are 
they the product of these factors in combination? 


[Answer] Religious devotion and religious feelings have not abandoned any 
citizen, but the circumstances we went through up to 1967 under the oppress- 
ion of military rule caused the Arab citizens (the Moslems) to fail to show 
their true identity, out of fear of police persecution at that time, and 
people changed their Arab dress. Then dealings with the European Jewish so- 
ciety led to alienation from religion, the spiritual life and the orienta- 
tion toward material things -- that is, the society was transformed into a 














materialistic one. However, the 1967 war, the opening of the bridges and the 
flow of books to Israel via them, and also the advent of givers of sermons 
from the occupied areas and the meeting of Moslems in the al-—Aqsa mosque, 
are elements which had an extreme effect in the religious awakening among 
Moslems on the one hand and among Jews on the other, because they resumed 
examining their historic and religious roots among the stones of the wailing 
wall. In addition, the religious laws the Knesset codified, such as the law 
on what was kosher and the law on pork, helped awaken religious feelings. To 
that one should add the prevailing economic and social problems in Israel. 


[Question] Let us concentrate the discussion on the Moslems. 


[Answer] The economic and social problems the Arabs suffer from in Israel, 
the authorities’ inability to solve them in a radical manner and the opening 
up of society to foreign influences, among them, most important, the triumph 
of the Iranian revolution in 1979, led to the spread of the principles and 
ideas of the Islamic Liberation Party or even the Moslem Brothers by means 
of their books, which reached the Arabs in Israel via the bridges. These 
things, in combination, led to the emergence of the present religious cur- 
rent, though one should assert that this phenomenon is not restricted to 
Moslems alone but has spread to Furope and America as well. As it appears, 
the democratic regimes in these countries have failed to find solutions to 
the economic and social problems which various peoples are suffering from, 
and the capitalist system, in its current form, has not succeeded in creat- 
ing equality and eliminating poverty and classes. Consequently, despair over 
the democratic system has paved the way for the return to religion. 


[Question] Do you see a tolerant current or a fanatic, zealous extremist one 
in this phenomenon, that is, the religious current? 


[Answer] All in all, they are calling for a return to the principles of 
religion, but there are individuals in their midst who are zealots, and I 
believe that they belonged to extremist groups before they became affiliated 
with these religious movements. We might point out that some of them were 
put in prison for committing acts of violence, but after they came out of 
the prisons they found shelter and identity in religious movements. 


At the outset, the Israeli authorities viewed these movements in light of 
their activities in the social, economic and humanitarian areas, since they 
had gone about distributing tithe funds among the needy and carrying out 
other philanthropic activities. 


[Question] You have said that some of them were put in prison as a result of 
their commission of acts of violence. The question is, what are these acts 
and when did the turning point occur in these movements? 


[Answer] The turning point in the orientation of the course of these move- 
ments was in 1981 when armed organizations were detected under the name of 
the holy war family in Umm al-Fahm, Baqat al-Gharbiyah, Qalansuwah and Kafr 
Qasim. The number of individuals in these cells (the holy war family) came 
to about 60 members who committed acts of violence in economic facilities, 
for instance burning farmlands and orchards and destroying irrigation pipes. 


The persons in these cells were sentenced to prison for varying periods, but 
in 1985 most of them were released following the second process of the ex- 
change of prisoners (with the Ahmad Jibril group). 


[Question] Does that mean that the religious tide began in 1979 and stopped 
in 1981? 


[Answer] Between the years 1981 and 1983, stagnation occured in these reli- 
gious currents’ activities, but they reappeared again and resumed working in 
organized, legal fashion after they had been registered as societies in ac- 
cordance with Ottoman law. Since 1983 they have been concentrating on acti- 
vity in all social areas. For example, in the town of Umm al-Fahm they have 
managed to repair a street, build a new road, erect a kindergarten and build 
a library, which led to their struggle with the Umm al-Fahm municipality 
about 2 months ago. 


[Question] These activities require large sources of funds. The question is, 
who finances them and what are their sources of wealth? 


[Answer] Their financial sources, which have covered the costs of these pro- 
jects of theirs, are the tithe funds which they collect from Moslems. It is 
well known that Moslems’ tithes come to 2.5 percent of their money. We can 
see this clearly from a publication the society of the tithe in Umm al-—Fahm 
has issued. The costs of the labor camps this group has established in the 
course of 3 years come to more than $400,000. 


[Question] Are these movements restricted to the villages of the triangle 
alone? 


[Answer] One can break this awakening down into two centers, one, the trian- 
gle and two, Nazareth in particular and Galillee in general. However, it is 
more widespread and its activities are more prominent in the triangle. Re- 
cently during the blessed month of Ramadan the first issue of a monthly 
magazine came out, titled AL-SIRAT AL—MUSTAQIM, whose editor in chief is Dr 
Sulayman Aghbariyah. In Nazareth the second issue of the magazine AL-BAYAN, 
the organ of this movement, has come out; its editor in chief is Dr Khalid 
Jad Dhiyab. 


Although the two movements (in the triangle and Nazareth) are independent of 
one another and there are differences in their ideologies, there is coopera- 
tion and consultation between them to the point of the exchange of financial 
aid (loans). 


[Question] What do you estimate the number of members of this movement, 
which you have given the name "religious awakening," to be? 


[Answer] One can say that the movement of the religious awakening in Israel 
(behind the green line) contains about 200 members active throughout the 
year; in addition to them there are some thousands who join and rally under 
the banner of the movement's activities in time of need, that is, when vol- 
unteer and other labor camps are held. 


However, as it seems, this movement has recently been maintaining its pres- 
ence and its number has not increased. I consider that the explanation for 
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the emergence of this phenomenon lies in its being possible to ascribe the 
cause of the spread of this movement in its initial stages to some people's 
need for its financial and spiritual forms of aid, and they joined it from 
the beginning in a collective manner. Now, however, the situation is totally 
different; individuals join it, except for the villages this current has 
gone into in recent times where it is still being met with receptivity by 
the inhabitants. 


[Question] How do you view the future of these religious movements? 


[Answer] The future is contingent on political, economic and future factors 
which one cannot now foresee. For example, if Khomeyni's regime in Iran 
falls, which is something that is entering into people's calculations under 
the current circumstances as a result of the Iraqi war, that will lead to 
the failure of this movement's influence in Israel. 


One of the reasons for the spread of this movement, as we mentioned, is the 
success of the revolution in Iran. In the event one of the Moslem Brothers' 
branches succeeds and takes power in any neighboring Arab country such as 
Jordan, Syria or Egypt, or even a people's revolution breaks out in Iraq, 
this will result in the stimulation of this movement in Israel. 


In the domestic context, there are a number of causes which could have an 
effect on this movement, among them the extent of the changes which might 
occur in the thrust of Israeli policy vis-a-vis Arab citizens. If the autho- 
rities succeed in developing the Arabs and actually merging them into public 
life, that could result in this movement's loss of influence on the Arab man 
in the street domestically. 


[Question] What are their political views, especially as regards the 
Palestine cause? 


[Answer] They demand the creation of a just solution to the Palestine cause 
and believe that the Jews who were in Palestine before 1948 have rights 
equal to the Arabs. They also demand the establishment of a state in accord- 
ance with divine law, which champions Islam as a religion and state, is 
proper for every time and place and realizes equality for everyone. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK EXPLAINS NATION'S POLICIES AT YOUTH MEETING 
PM061300 Cairo AL-AHRAM International Edition in Arabic 3 Jul 86 p 3 


/Hasan "Ashur and Nahal Shukri re. ort: "Mubarak Underlines the State's Deter- 
mination to Protect Public Property and Strike at All Forms of Corruption and 
Extravagance"/ 


/Excerpts/ Within the context of his meetings with the NDP ranks President 
Husni Mubarak yesterday met with the NDP Youth Secretariat Bureau, the youth 
secretaries, and provincial and district committees. 


The president expressed the state's determination to protect public property 
and strike at all forms of corruption and extravagance. He emphasized that no 
harm will come to the rights granted to the workers and peasants by the 23 July 
revolution. He also said: "With work, production, and consciousness our 
people can without doubt overcome all circumstances. We have a part to play 

in changing the attitude to consumption and we should not be upset when certain 
commodities disappear or when import regulations are changed." 


Information Minister Safwat al-Sharif has stated that at the beginning of the 
meeting the president listened to all the questions of the youth leaders about 
local and foreign issues and that he answered these questions clearly and 
frankly. 


The president began by stressing that he was eager to have this meeting and to 
give the youth in partiuclar a full picture of what is happening in their 
country, of issues of national action, and of everything that is raised in 
society, and also to explain to them all aspects of foreign policy so that 
they can be part of it and play a part in developing their society. 


The president was asked about state services for farmers through development 
and agricultural credit banks. 


On the extremism phenomenon, the president said that this is now an internatioial 
feature and is the result of social and economic pressures and is not only con- 
fined to religious extremism. Extremism, he said, is an international phenomenon 
which has imposed itself on the world and the region in various forms, such as 
political, social, religious, or behavioral extremism. He pointed out that the 
way to remedy extremist ideas and conduct is by meeting idea with idea, and 
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this is the responsibility of all groups and individuals in society so that 
everyone will enjoy''stability, security, and safety. 


The information minister said that the president explained that we do have 
economic difficulties but they are under control aii we tell the people about 
them, and that Egypt is a part of this worid which is suffering from economic 
crises everywhere. Egypt is having a difficult year, he said, and its economy 
is part of the world economy. We have been affected by the drop in world oil 
prices and the drop in Suez Canal revenues, which are linked to international 
trade, and in the transfers from Egyptians abroad because of the difficult 
economic conditions and the slowing down of development in the Arab countries. 
That is why as people we must help in overcoming the economic crisis and we 
should realize that we are a developing state and that we should endure with 
cooperation and patience in order to end the crisis without giving up develop- 
ment and its objectives. 


The president referred to the foreign and Arab media's unrealistic and illogical 
analyses based on illusions and fiction. He affirmed that Egypt is big in its 
democracy, institutions, and national commitments. He said Egypt is a civilized 
state and it is ruled by the people for the people. He stressed that democratic 
practice can be enriched through public maturity and through a demonstration 

of a sense of responsibility by the parties, which should appreciate their 
national role so that the work and dialogue will be in the interest of the 
people and their priorities. Criticism, he said, should be objective with no 
room for one-upmanship or negligence because we want to keep the democratic 
atmosphere clean, 


The information minister said that the president explained rumors about cabinet 
changes or reshuffle are untrue, pointing out that our aim is to serve the 
people's interests in an atmosphere of stability and there will be no change 
for the sake of change. 


The president urged the NDP youth to resist all rumors, instruments of destruc- 
tion, and attempts to undermine the process of democracy and development and 
to sow doubt. 


The president then spoke about Egypt's foreign policy, explaining Egypt's rela- 
tions with the superpowers, military and economic cooperation with the United 
States, and the results of the visits of the deputy prime minister and defense 
minister, the deputy prime minister and planning minister, and the ministers 

of finance and cabinet affairs /to the United States/. 


He also discussed Egypt's relations with the Soviet Union, the socialist camp 
states, the EC, and the nonaligned states. He said that Egypt's relations are 
based on mutual respect and independence of Egyptian decisionmaking. He 
asserted that Egypt does not allow bases on its territory or interference in 
its internal affairs. 


On Arab relations the president explained Arab conditions and Egypt's ties with 


its Arab nation. He reviewed Egypt's pioneering and historic role in support 
of its Arab nation throughout history. 
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The president said that Egypt fought three wars and in October 1973 achieved 

victory for the Arab nation. He said that Egypt is built with Egyptian hands 
and that it depends on its own resources without the help and aid of its rich 
brothers. 


He said that Egypt can only be built by Egyptian toil and sweat and that Egypt 
will continue to be a pioneer and will continue to be big and will place its 
interests above all other considerations. 


The president praised Egypt's relations with the Sultanate of Oman and the 
principled attitude of Sultan Qabus. He also hailed the continuous exchange of 
views with King Husayn and Iraqi President Saddam Husayn and he referred to the 
Sudanese State Council chairman's visit which begins today, Thursday. 


He also explained the Iraq-Iran war and its developments and the self- 
contradictory attitudes of some Arab states toward it as well as the Lebanese 
problem and the Syrian role which is making it worse. 


/12228 
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EGYPT 


CONFLICT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT, WAFD PARTY PAPERS DISCUSSED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 28 Jun 86 p 26 


(Article by Yusuf al-Qa'id: "NDP and Wafd, a Struggle About the Concerns 
of Egypt, a Battle of Attrition on the Pages of the Newspapers Between the 
NDP and the Wafd Party in Egypt-—Like a Test of Strength Before the 
Deciding Round"] 


[Text] Suddenly, it seemed as if the National Democratic Party, the ruling 
party in Egypt, and the New Wafd Party, the party that represents the 
official opposition to the regime, were each devoting itself to attacking 
the other--a savage, stubborn, and violent attack. Although concentrated 
until now only on the pages of the newspapers, it seems like a battle of 
attrition preceeding the decisive battle, or like a test of strength in 
preparation for the deciding round. 


It began with two newspaper interviews given by Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din to the 
Wafd Party newspaper. 


Certain important matters drew the government's attention to the two 
interviews. First of all, Siraj-al-Din was demanding for the first time 
that the present People's Assembly be dissolved and that the constitution 
of the country be amended. He said, fur~hermore, that the scandal of the 
Qasr al-‘Ayni contracts might bring down an entire era. Siraj-al-Din did 
not say that the Qasr al-‘Ayni affair might bring down a ministry, a 
government, or a ruling party; he specifically said “an entire era." Then 
Engineer Sami Mubarak, President Mubarak's dissident brother who stands in 
the ranks of the Wafd Party, tried to get on the line by giving an 
interview to the newspaper AL~AHRAR, which stands on the right of the Wafd 
Party. In it, he demanded that the People's Assembly be dissolved and the 
government dismissed. 


In the meantime, the Wafd newspaper began talking about the operation of 
importing curtains from abroad for the Palace of the Republic at al~-Qubbah 
Bridge, and one thing followed another in the manner of a campaign. 


The National Democratic Party immediately formed a working body to study 
the situation thoroughly. The studies reached the following conclusions: 


--Although this time it was the Wafd that had chosen the timing of the 
fight, this was no bar to entering it, nor did it mean that a fight should 
be refused merely because it was the other side that had begun it. 
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--By this fight, the Wafd had ended the neutral treatment of the office of 
the presidency and of the president of the country. It had done so, on the 
one hand, when it had talked about the curtains of the Presidential Palace, 
and then when the Wafd Party newspaper had come out calling for what 
amounted to "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth," as if the stature 
of the Wafd were completely equivalent to the stature of the ruling system 
in Egypt. 


The NDP decided to reply and that the reply should come in its newspaper 
MAYU. A writer to launch the attack on the Wafd was sought. There was no 
one but Sabri Musa, and before beginning a series of anti-Wafd articles 
under the title, "Letters to the Pasha," he stipulated that these articles 
should be given the same kind and amount of publicity as was given to 
Haykal's articles when it was decided that he would return to writing. 
When Musa Sabri's first article appeared, the Wafdists exchanged 
congratulations, because Musa Sabri's attack and the fact that the MAYU 
campaign was being carried out on the shoulders of the AKHBAR AL-YAWM 
school of journalism would turn to the advantage of the Wafd in the end. 


While the government press--the so-called "national newspapers"--maintained 
a complete silence in the face of what was happening, the magazine 
AL-MUSAWWAR broke the silence and began a battle of the Wafd. The battle, 
however, was not under the cloak of the NDP, but rather for the sake of the 
democratic experiment in Egypt. 


Meanwhile, the government sent unofficial and nonpublic delegations to "the 
Pasha," Fu'ad Saraj-al-Din, asking him to be reasonable and reconsider, and 
that the welfare of Egypt should be the basic thing. There were also 
warnings in these letters that what the Wafd Party was doing was extremely 
dangerous for the future of Egypt as a whole. 


The "Pasha's" reaction to these letters was to make the party move to the 
rhythm of one step forward, one ste back, or sometimes to go back and 
forth in the same place. 


Yet, in its studies of the situation, the NDP did not perceive that it was 
reaping what its hands had sown. From the time of al-Sadat to the days of 
Mubarak, there has been a strange conviction among political 
decision-makers in Egypt, the gist of which is that Egypt's only way out of 
the current political crisis will come only with the existence-~American 
and English style--of two large political parties in the country: a ruling 
party and an opposition party, with small opposition parties on one side 
and the other. 


But the question that cannot be avoided is why this particular timing for 
the battle on the part of the Wafd. 


Those who know the rhythm of Wafd activity and the internal secrets of the 
Wafd say: 
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1. Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din is suffering from a leadership crisis within the 
Wafd itself after his recent illness. The question of what comes after 
Siraj-al-Din is now being asked for the first time within the Wafd. 
AL-MUSAWWAR magazine succeeded in penetrating into the heart of the Wafd 
Party and coming out with the important question: Saraj-al-Din supporters 
or al-Nahhas supporters?--referring to the supporters of Mustafa al-—Nahhas 
in the heart of the Wafd. 


2. The Wafd is betting in advance on a situation that Egypt is 
approaching--namely, economic measures--insofar as the government is 
considering lifting support and raising the price of certain commodities. 
This will create a situation of dissatisfaction and popular anger among the 
Egyptian asses, and this will make them lean in fact toward the 
opposition. 


3. The Wafd is trying to take advantage of the current deterioration in 
Egyptian-American relations. 


4. The present period in Egypt is a period of consolidation of the 
religious forces in an attempt to regroup their ranks. 


5. Egypt has not yet returned to the Arab ranks, which would give the 
current regime a new source of strength. 


Also, this attack comes at a precise moment. While it is going on, the 
first plenary session in the history of the Wafd is being held to discuss 
new regulations that would tighten the grip of Siraj-al-Din on the party. 
At the same time, the NDP is preparing to hold its fourth conference, the 
first party conference to be held under the shadow of these new variables 
in Egypt. 


But what about the positions of the remaining political forces in Egypt? 


The [National Progressive Unionist] Grouping and the Labor Party are for 
neither of the two sides. The Nasserite forces are against the Watd, but 
by no means tor the NDP, particularly since the government and the NDP, 
before beginning their battle with the Wafd, had just finished a battle 
with the Nasserites at the end of the conference on the 23 July Revolution 
organized by al-Mustaqbal al-'Arabi [Publishing] House. 


The NDP and the government are disturbed by recent reports which, as usual, 
there is no one to confirm and no one to deny: that Siraj-al-Din recently 

underwent treatment and a delicate operation at an American base in Western 
Europe. The party and the government are acknowledging the full political 

significance of this event. 


Some independent political forces think that one benefit may come out of 
this battle: It may drive the current Egyptian government to review the 
economic measures that it is expected to take at the beginning of the 
coming month--and to do so in order to confront the Wafd. In that case, 
the Egyptian people will have benefited from the fact that prices will not 
be raised, and the government will have given itself a rare chance to catch 
its breath. 
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It must be set down to the credit of the government that the battle-—-until 
now--is taking place only as a journalistic battle. It has not gone to the 
length of security measures against any Wafd elements, which is the way in 
which political battles between the parties were conducted during the time 
of al-Sadat. 


Nevertheless, there have been some allusions to this at closed meetings of 
the NDP. This would be a grave step, for al-Sadat was killed at a time 
when he stood alone in the political area. 


The opposition sometimes annoys the ruler, but it affords him protection at 
all times for all the elements of the unknown. 


12937/12781 
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EGYPT 


PRESS ELECTS ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 28 Jun 86 p 11 


[Text] President Husni Mubarak asked Dr Subhi 'Abd-al'Hakim, head of the Con- 
sultative Council and President of the Supreme Press Council in Egypt, for a 
complete report on the elections which took place in the Egyptian press pub- 
lishing houses, for the purpose of choosing members of the boards of directors, 
as well as members of the general assemblies. 


These elections are the second ones held since the issuance of the Egyptian 
Press Law, which regulates the activities of the press. This is the same law 
which was created by the Supreme Press Council. 


The elections took place uneventfully in most publishing houses, with the ex- 
ception of some which witnessed a heated battle. For example, at AL- 
JUMHURIYAH newspaper, the battle was intense between the followers of Muhsin 
Muhammad, chairman of the Board of Directors, and Muhfuz al-Ansari, editor-in- 
chief. ‘Abd-al-Hamid Hamrush, director general and delegated member of the 
Board of Directors, took Mahfuz al-Ansari's side. Samir Rajab, editor-in-chief 
of the newspaper AL-SA'AH, took Muhsin Muhammad's side. Mahfuz al—Ansari's 
followers won an overwhelming and astounding victory. 


ROSE AL-YUSUF magazine witnessed a heated battle when the journalist Mahmud 
al-Sa'dani ran for election and the socialist prosecutor approved his nomina- 
tion. In spite of the fact that he has been politically isolated since the 
time of al-Sadat, al-Sa'dani obtained roughly the require. number of votes. 
At UKTUBAR magazine, the first-place winner was a journalist who has been 
banned from writing for 6 months, Sayyid Nassar. 


At AL-AHRAM, the conflict turned into a war of leaflets discussing the condi- 
tion of the paper and its financial circumstances. 


At the AKHBAR AL-YAWM publishing house, the majority of the votes were won by 
an independent journalist, Ahmad al-Jindi, who is closely affiliated with the 
Nasirite forces. 


/12232 
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EGYPT 


CHAIRMAN, EGYPTIAN UNION OF BANKS INTERVIEWED 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 86 pp 73-74 


[Interview with Muhamnad Nabil Ibrahim, Chairman of the Union of Egyptian 
Banks, by unnamed correspondent: "Electronic Settlement of Accounts, a 
Charter for the Conduct of Banking, and a Formula To Mobilize the Savings 
of Egyptians"; Cairo, date not given] 


[Text] There are 100 banks in Egypt. Their interests 
are intertwired and their requirements are increasing 
day by day. This has necessitated the formation of a 
union among them as their representative, on the one 
hand, and as a body to help solve the problems of 
development and growth, on the other hand. Here is a 
conversation with Mr. Muhammad Nabil Ibrahim, the 
chairman of the union. 


[Question] What are the purposes of the union? 


[Answer] The basic purpose for establishing the Union of Banks is to 
realize the common welfare, both that of the banks operating in Egypt, of 
which there are 100, with total financial resources ot about 60 billion 
[Egyptian] pounds, and that of the Egyptian national economy. The role of 
the union also includes studying savings incentives, interest and exchange 
rates, and offering recommendations on these matters to officials. 


In the framework of the state's interest in stimulating the establishment 
of joint projects that serve both the investor and the state, the Union of 
Banks has formed a committee to delineate the areas available for 
investment within the scope of the economic open-door policy. As a result, 
projects have been listed in the areas of land reclamation, agriculture, 
grain production, fertilizers, agricultural equipment, fish farming, 
cold-storage warehouses, poultry hatcheries, and agricultural plastic 


tents. 


In the area of industry, the field has been shown to be open for the 
production of ready-to-wear clothing, dairy: and food products from local 
raw materials, electrical appliances, paper, construction materials such as 
bricks, cement, iron, paint, and marble, solar heaters, and electronics. 
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There are also projects for housing, tourism, pharmaceutical production, 
transport, communications, railroads, and petroleum services. This list of 
areas has been presented to the banks operating in Egypt, so that they can 
study it and choose what suits them. 


Another of the union's interests is the holding of monthly meetings to 
which ministers and high government officials are invited in order to 
explain economic and monetary policies and to reply to the questions of 
bankers and businessmen concerning the removal of obstacles that impede 
banking activity. 


[Question] What are your expectations for the future? 


[Answer] As for the union's expectations for the future, we are working to 
strengthen cooperation and business relations between the banks, as well as 
between them and certain banks of the Arab states. We are working to raise 
the level of the profession and to deepen the customary usage of banking, 
to spread and Arabicize banking services, and to increase the volume of 
joint loans to finance large projects that cannot be undertaken by a single 
bank by itself. We are calling on banks to participate in a unified system 
of international payments (SWIFT). 


We also expect to establish a center for banking research. It is to 
include branch units and specialized committees to study the problems of 
technical, administrative, and financial banking activity. 


Participation in Discussions 
[Question] These being the purpose, what about the achievements? 


[Answer] As you know, as soon as the union began its activity, the 
directorate of the Egyptian Central Bank agreed to transfer the 
prerogatives of the Technical Committee on Banks to the union. As a 
result, this committee held the first of its meetings to discuss the 
subjects proposed by the member banks on various areas of banking and to 
issue its recommendations on these matters to the union's board of 
directors. Also, a technical legal committee has been formed, so that any 
banking subjects raised involving legal difficulty can be referred to it 
for study and the issuance of recommendations. 


The union has participated in giving opinion about economic decisions and 
about legislation related to banking. 


Among the most important recommendations made by the Union of Banks is the 
improvement of domestic account settlement operations, whether they be 
operations in Egyptian pounds or in foreign currencies, so that they can 
rely on modern electronic devices. This would be in conjunction with the 
Wire and Wireless Communications Organization, to construct a special 
network for computer users. 
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Concerning the study of making use of the conversion of computer output 
into microfiche--the application of this to the banks operating in Egypt is 
so important for the improvement of information storage and retrieval 
methods and for the alleviation of the burden of document storage that a 
study of the subject is underway with specialized companies in order to set 
up a center to serve the banks, bearing in mind that its cost would be high 
and that its capabilities would exceed the requirements of each bank 
individually. 


In addition, studies have been completed and agreement has been reached on 
the purchase of a system that could operate within the union. It has been 
designed to implement the establishment of a data bank that would serve 
banking units, not only providing information about banks operating in 
Egypt, but also providing complete information about legislation and about 
decisions controlling bank operations, credit, and foreign currency 
transactions. 


Banking Charter 


One of the union's most important recent achievements has been the 
publication of a Charter for the Conduct of Banking Activity, to be adhered 
to by banks operating in Egypt. This was done out of a desire firmly to 
establish the conventions and norms of conduct for banking activity during 
this important period when the economic course of the country is being 
corrected. The charter was published last November and aims at: 


--inculcating a feeling of belonging among those who work in the banking 
protession; 


-~-regulating the transfer of trained workers among banks; 


--surrounding workers in the banking system with a hedge of guarantees 
ensuring that they can confront the dangers of their work without reserve 
or hesitation, so that if a worker in the banking system is handed over to 
supervisory or judicial authorities, the union will be able to express a 
technical banking opinion, if it considers that to be important for the 
public interest; 


--arriving at an appropriate method for exchanging information about credit 
customers, in order to limit the degree of danger to which units of the 
banking system are subject, for the exchange of accurate information 
between associated banks is in the interest of both the national economy 
and the banking systen; 


--creating an appropriate formula for settling any disagreements that may 
arise between member banks, doing so by amicable and just means involving 
mediation through the union. 


Training Center 


Together with the Misr Iran Bank, the International Islamic Bank for 
Investment and Development, and the Development Industrial Bank, the union 
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contributed to funding the conference organized by the UNIDO oiganization 
in cooperation with the American Organization for Cooperation and 
Development last November for the presidents of 20 African banks. Through 
this conference, there was an opportunity to become acquainted with this 
part of the international community. It was agreed that the institutions 
that fund African development would share in developing the headquarters of 
an institute to train bank workers. 


Out of a desire to provide all the resources to ensure the institute's 
performance of its mission, it was decided to form an advisory committee 
for it under Mr ‘Ali Najm, governor of the Egyptian Central Bank, and 
including bank presidents and banking experts. No sooner had the institute 
obtained legal existence than the U.S. Agency for Development furnished it 
with $1 million, half of it earmarked for importing audiovisual training 
materials from the American Union of Banks and from McGraw Hill publishers, 
as well as 10 training computers, a microfilm line, projectors, and a 
printer. The other half is earmarked for sending 20 middle-management 
personnel for training at Citibank headquarters in New York. 


[Question] What about banking activity in Egypt? 


[Answer] If we take a quick look at the financial situation of the banks 
operating in Egypt up to last September, it becomes evident that their 
total budget is close to 60 billion [Egyptian] pounds and that about 82,000 
workers are employed in these banks. Deposits amounted to 23.5 billion 
pounds, of which 14.5 billion pounds are the deposits of commercial banks 
concerned only with the public sector. As for the investments, these 
amounted to 21.6 billion pounds in loans and interest-free loans, and 1.8 
billion pounds in the securities portfolio. 


Egypt and the Fund 


[Question] How do you evaluate Egypt's relations with international 
economic organizations? 


[Answer] Our relations and consultations with the IMF are continuing. The 
fund praised the recent economic decisions and the way in which Egypt is 
handling its economic problems. A delegation from the fund, headed by Dr 
"Abd-al-Shakur Sha'lan, director of Middle East operations, is now in Cairo 
for discussions about Egypt's obtaining easements ranging between $1 and 
$1.5 billion to cover the deficit in the balance of payments and to 
confront the lack of foreign currency reserves in Egypt after the fall in 
oil prices and in tourism. 


[Question] The problems of the exchange rate continue, and there is still 
talk about allowing the Egyptian , ind to float. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] The multiple exchange rates in Egypt are indeed a problem to 
which the Central Bank, the Ministry of Economy, and the Union of Banks are 
paying attention in order to study the best method of treatment. This 
would be in the framework of a 3- to 5-year reform program in the course of 





which the rate would be unified. Talk of allowing the Egyptian pound to 
float is not true. There is no inclination to do so, because the 
possibilities, preconditions, and controls for this are not available. 


Reform of Company Structures 


[Question] We have talked about previous achievements, but not about the 
present period. How does the chairman of the Union of Banks in Egypt think 
[about the present]? 


[Answer] To diversify the channels through which much of the savings of 
Egyptians who work overseas for foreign currency can be attracted and to 
keep these [savings] from dealings in the free market, as well as to 
alleviate the burden cast on the banks alone to correct the transfer 
structure of certain existing production companies, a working formula has 
been reached through a standing committee in the union. The task [of the 
committee] was: 


1. To study projects presented by one or more member banks to determine 
the extent to which they deserve support, as well as to supervise and 
follow up the measures needed to increase the capital of these projects. 


2. To take the necessary promotional measures to increase the capital of 
these projects from the areas where there are concentrations of Egyptians 
working abroad. 


3. To take the necessary measures to obtain the subscriptions of 
Egyptians working abroad, so as to increase the capital of these projects 
through the appropriate channels. 


4. In order to induce Egyptians working abroad to contribute to 
increasing the capital of these projects, it is proposed that the committee 
see to it that those who contribute in foreign currency are not required 
[to pay] the exchange fee, and that it look into the possibility of issuing 
preferred stock with a guaranteed minimum return per share, as permitted by 
Law 159 (1981). This would be done whenever it becomes necessary, based on 
the studies that the committee is going to conduct. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


AL-AZHAR CONFISCATES BOOK--At a time when the Egyptian Government is confront- 
ing extremism and religious terrorism, cultural and political circles within 
the Bureau of Research and Publication were surprised when al-Azhar confiscated 
a book which attacks extremism and religious terrorism. The book is QANABIL 

WA MASAHIF [Bombs and Qur‘ans], which tells the story of organizing the jihad 
[holy war] which instigated Anwar Sadat's assassination and attempted to over- 
throw the regime 2 days afterwards. It is expected that this confiscation will 
cause a sharp disagreement concerning who has the right to confiscate books in 
Egypt, since the constitution and the law do not give al-Azhar tnis right. 
QANABIL WA MASAHIF is the third book confiscated by al-Azhar; the other two 

are the book AL-ISLAM WA USUL AL-HUKM [Islam and the Fundamentals of Government ] 
by Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Abd-al'Raziq and the book AL~SHI'R AL-JAHILI [Pre-Islamic Poetry] 
by Dr Taha Husayn [confiscated] over 60 years ago. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH 
in Arabic 6 Jun 86 p 9] /12232 


ENERGY-SAVING PLAN--AL-AHRAM notes that Electricity and Energy Minister Eng 
Mahir Abazah has approved a plan designed to save energy. Under the plan, 
television transmission will be cut down to approximately 8 hours daily, the 
government and the public sector will observe a 5-day working week, and popular 
television programs will be screened during off-peak hours, rather than between 
2000 and 2200 hours, which is peak viewing time. The reduction in television 
transmission will achieve a 160-million kw hours saving in electricity, equiva- 
lent to 47,000 tons of diesel oil, worth 7 million pounds. Moreover, a 5-day 
working week will achieve savings in electricity equivalent to 120-million kw 
hours annually. /Text/ /Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 0515 GMT 8 Jul 86 
NC/ 12228 


NEW AIRPORT TERMINAL--Cairo, 26 Jul (MENA)--President Husni Mubarak this morning 
inaugurated the new terminal No 2 of Cairo airport, whose design is similar to 
that of Charles de Gaulle Airport. The new terminal, which_has_ cost 120 million 
pounds, has a capacity of 5 million passengers annually. /Text/ /Cairo MENA 

in English 1100 GMT 27 Jul 86 NC/ 12228 


ORTEGA MESSAGE FOR MUBARAK--Addis Ababa, 26 Jul (MENA)--Dr Butrus Ghali, 
minister of state for foreign affairs, has received a written message for 
President Husni Mubarak from Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega concerning the 
situation in Central America. Dr Ghali received the message during his meeting 
today with Mora, the personal envoy of _the Nicaraguan president who is currently 
visiting the Ethiopian capital. /Text/ /Cairo MENA in Arabic 1950 GMT 26 Jul 


86 NC/ 12228 
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LUTFI ON SUBSIDIES, EDUCATION--Prime Minister Dr ‘Ali Lutfi has emphasized that 
subsidies will not be abolished and that the government has not made a decision 
and will not make a decision in this connection before completing its dialogue 
with all the popular forces so that the decision will be a popular one and in 
the interest of the poor. The prime minister denied all rumors about abolition 
of free education. He said: Free education is something stipulated in the 
constitution and the government cannwt possibly violate the constitution. 
Reforming education is what it really is contemplated. He stressed that the 
public sector will not be liquidated and the acquired rights of workers will 
not be harmed. He was speaking at a meeting he held yesterday with trades union 
leaders headed by Egyptian Trades Unions General Federation Chairman Sa'd 
Muhammad Ahmad. /Excerpt/ [Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 15 Jul 86 pp 1, 10 PM/ 
12228 


TANKER DRAFT, FEES INCREASED--Ismailia, 25 Jul (MENA)--Eng Muhammad ‘Izzat 
"Adil, chairman of the Suez Canal Authority, has announced that the authority 
has decided to allow an increase of 2 feet in the permissible draft of partially 
loaded oil tankers more than 140 feet wide. ‘Adil said that this decision 

will be of benefit both to the authority and to its clients. It will also 
increase revenues from the Suez Canal, as fees for these tankers will be raised 
by .06 percent. This measure, he added, will make these tankers more economic 
to operate and increase the income of their owners. /Text/ /Cairo MENA in 
Arabic 1332 GMT 25 Jul 86 NC/ 12228 


AWQAF MINISTER RECEIVES CHINESE DELEGATION--Cairo, 30 Jul (MENA)--Dr Al-Ahmadi 
Abu al-Nur, minister of Awqaf received here today an economic Chinese delegation 
representing the Islamic Company for International Investment and Development. 
They discussed the possibilities of setting up a joint Islamic investment 
venture in China. The head of the Chinese delegation said cooperation between 
Muslims of both countries will be a sample to be followed by Muslim countries. 
/Text/ /Cairo MENA in English 1500 GMT 30 Jul 86 NC/ 12228 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH ETHIOPIA--Addis Ababa, 29 Jul (MENA)--A protocol for trade 
cooperation between Egypt and Ethiopia was signed today. According to the new 
agreement, which takes effect 1 January 1987, the volume of bilateral trade 

will be extended to involve a balanced trade deal in the amount of $50 million. 
The protocol stipulates that Egyptian exports to Ethiopia will_include nontradi- 
tional commodities such as tractors, vehicles, simaf /railways/ company products, 
iron and steel products, tires, and stationery. Egypt will import meat, cattle, 
coffee, ivory, sugar, and leather. The protocol was signed by Dr Sultan Abu 
"Ali, minister of economy and foreign trade, and Wollie Chekol, Theiopian 
minister of external trade. /Excerpt/ /Cairo MENA in Arabic 1805 GMT 29 Jul 

86 NC/ 12228 


MENA, DPA COOPERATION PROTOCOL--Hamburg, 26 Jul (MENA) --The new cooperation 
agreement protocol between MENA and DPA was signed in Hamburg today. Under 

this agreement MENA will translate and transmit DPA's English items. The new 
agreement, valid for 2 years beginning in 1978, continues the two agencies' 
18-year cooperation. In addition to DPA, MENA translates and transmits AFP 

and XINHUA. MENA also carried items from the Italian news agency, ANSA, and 

the Omani and Cypriot news agencies as part of its Arabic, English, and French 
transmission. Mustafa Najib, chairman of MENA's board of directors, signed for 
MENA and (Walter Rashin Burg) signed for the FRG. /Text/ /Cairo MENA in Arabic 


1400 GMT 26 Jul 86 NC/ 12228 
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SUDAN 


NUMAYRI'S ACTIVITIES IN EGYPT DISCUSSED 
Daily Activities, Status of Relatives 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 18-24 Jun 86 p 9 


[Text] Sudanese sources maintaining strong relations with the family of 
former Sudanese President Ja'far Numayri mentioned that security around 
Numayri is tight these days. The sources also mentioned that the Egyptian 
security force insists that he should not remain in one place for a long 
period of time. Thus sometimes he stays in Heliopolis and at other times 
he stays in a house in al-Ma'adi. 


These sources mentioned that ex-President Numayri goes daily, in official 
attire, to ‘Abidin Palace, where the Egyptian Government has assigned him 
an office. 


Numayri spends half his day writing his memoirs and expressing to all relatives 
and acquaintances who contact him his desire to return to the Sudan, if only 
for 48 hours, to exonerate himself before the Sudanese people; after that they 
may do with him what they will. 


It is worth mentioning that Mustafa Numayri, the former president's brother, 

was released from prison and has been placed under house arrest in Omdurman. 

A single guard stands at his door’ meanwhile his wife, Fatimah Khalil, the 
sister of Numayri's wife, is permitted freedom of movement. Also, Abu-al- 
Hasan Khalil, brother of Fatimah and Buthaynah, has been released [from prison]. 


Alleged Plot Against Government 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 25 Jul 86 p 9 


[Text] Sudanese sources in Cairo indicated that the Sudanese Government has 
an important document in Ja'far Numayri'’s own handwriting, affirming that he 
was prepared to pay $100 million to incite certain elements that support him 
in the Sudan. The same sources affirmed that the former Sudanese president 
does not live in isolation as was expected; instead he receives whichever of 
his old firends he wishes to see, and answers telephone calls personally. 


cso: 4504/400 
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TUNISIA 


OAPEC RESPONSE TO WITHDRAWAL REQUEST 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic Jun 86 pp 79, 80 


[Text] The Council of Ministers of the Organization of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC), after consultation with the Tunisian 
government, decided te postpone action on Tunisia's decision to withdraw 
from the organization. 


The Tunisian government has petitioned to withdraw from OAPEC as of the 
beginning of the current year, justifying its request by the difficult 
financial circumstances confronting Tunisia, and the decline of the 
petroleum reserves in Tunisia to the extent that petroleum ceased to be its 


main resource. 


The Council of Ministers of the Organization received a memorandum from Dr 
Ali 'Utaygah, the secretary general of OAPEC explaining the context of this 
issue and expressing his hope that the ministers will intervene to convince 
Tunisia to retract its withdrawal decision. 


Following are the most important points raised in Dr 'Utaygah's memo; 
especially since reading between the lines will shed some light on the 
subject and allow some inferences to be made. 


The decision by the Tunisian Republic to withdraw from Oapec may impart a 
negative effect on the Organization which welcomed Tunisia's decision to 
become a member of the Organization despite the difficulties that 
accompanied that decision. 


That is why the impact of Tunisia's decision to withdraw at this time in 
particular is not easy for us especially as Arab petroleum is currently 
suffering a great deal, and its regional and international organizations 
are subjected to powerful external pressures. The exit of any member of 
any organization under the current circumstances may be interpreted in a 
way different from reality and facts. Its impact may reach further than 
what can be expected under normal circumstances; especially as the Tunisian 
Republic represents an important center for Arab cooperation and common 
action since it embraces the headquarters of the Leage of Arab Nations. 


The Tunisian Republic based its decision to withdraw from the Organization 


by January first 1986 on the third and seventh articles of the agreement 
establishing the Organization. The third article mentions that the members 
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of OAPEC are committed to abide by the resolutions of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), which were originally ratified, even 
if they are not members of OPEC. This ruling usually raises problems for 
members when they first join OAPEC but we do not find it a basis for 
withdrawing from the Organization especially as OPEC has not issued 
ratified resolutions that are binding to Tunisia since it has joined the 
OAPEC organization. 


The seventh article indicates the conditions of membership and rules for 
accepting new members. It stipulated that petroleum should be an important 
resource for accepting the new member, but sot a main resource as reported 
in the Tunisian memo. It is worth mentiozing that the text of the article 
was previously modified to allow for the largest number of Arab States to 
join the Organization. Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Tunisia joined the 
Organization after the modification of the article. Therefore the decline 
in the Tunisian petroleum reserves does not legally affect the membership 
of Tunisia in the Organization, knowing that the Organization may evolve 
through the Arab Energy Conference to become an Arab Organization for 
Energy, which will open the way for all Arab states that produce or import 
petroleum to join. 


We are aware of the great impact of financial considerations, under certain 
conditions, on the decisions taken by any country in spite of our firm 
belief that the value of belonging to and joining Arab organizations is not 
measured by the monetary return which is counterbalanced by expenditures 
for the organizations, but the return is measured by the Pan-Arab profit 
and long-term strategic advantage benefiting all the cooperating member 
states. 


In spite of that and in consideration of the difficult financial 
circumstances currently confronting the member states, the general 
secretariat utilized its flexibility to decrease its expenditures. This 
decrease was reflected in the secretariat's budgets which declined from 
3,097,100 Kuwaiti dinars in 1983 to 2,697,000 Kuwaiti dinars in 1986, 
thereby reducing the quota on the Tunisian state as well as the quotas for 
the other member states in the Organization. In view of the fact that the 
minister's council did not favor - at this time - the idea of modifying the 
agreement establishing the Organization with regard to states' quotas as 
was reported in the Tunisian proposal, and previously in the Syrian 
proposal, and since the Tunisian Republic has recently joined the 
Organization, and in consideration of its financial circumstances, the 
general secretariat offered Tunisia a proposal to arrange a timetable for 
paying its commitments according to its capabilities and financial 
circumstances. However, we have not received any proposal from the 
Tunisian authorities in this regard. 


The general secretariat responded to the Tunisian authorities about opening 
a branch of the Organization in Tunisia in view of its importance to the 
activities of the Organization and because of what this could provide 
Tunisia in foreign currency that may exceed the quota it pays the 
Organization. However, the August meeting of the Council of Ministers 
decided to postpone this matter and to review it within the framework of 
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the next 5-year plan. The general secretariat believes that it is still 
possible to consider this matter at. the appropriate time. It also 
expressed its readiness to appoint qualified Tunisian cadres, and actually 
appointed two Tunisian experts. It was and still is willing to consider 
appointing more Tunisian expertise according to work requirements. 


The gener-" -ccretariat provided the Tunisian Republic before it joined the 
Organization with all the reports, publications and studies that had been 
prepared as was done for all other members. This included the study of the 
dry basin, in addition to the minutes of all the sessions of the Council of 
Ministers and the executive office since the establishment of the 
Organization. The number of the above-mentioned documents which were sent 
exceeds 300 documents and about 400 publications. 


The general secretariat expressed its readiness to help the Republic of 
Tunisia in conducting the necessary studies pertaining to the petroleum and 
energy industry. However, the secretariat has not received a request from 
Tunisia in this regard. Although the determination of the type of common 
projects and the selection of the sites of their headquarters and branches 
in the member states is subject to several considerations that are well 
known to your excellencies, yet the general secretariat was hoping that the 
Organization or one of the companies emanating from it such as the Arab 
Company for Petroleum Investments would participate in projects that are 
beneficial to the Tunisian economy. The general secretariat expressed its 
desire to cooperate with the Tunisian government when the latter wanted to 
build the project of monocellular protein. Besides, the Arab Petroleum 
Training Institute cooperates with the concerned Tunisian authorities by 
training a number of Tunisians who work in the petroleum industry. It also 
designed a special program to train and prepare Tunisian cadres to work in 
the fields of petroleum and energy in the Arab states that import workers. 


Add to the above, the response of the general secretariat to the requests 
of the Tunisian government even when such requests did not pertain to the 
Organization's main concerns such as the Arabization of the Tunisian 
magazine (AL-AHWAL AL-IQTISADIAH) and distributing it among the member 
states of the Organization. 


Because Tunisia joined the Organization so recently and based on the desire 
to intensify activities therein, 12 meetings and gatherings were held in 
Tunisia during the period of its membership. The meetings were attended by 
more than 385 participants from the member states and others. Direct 
expenditures reached 177,000 Kuwaiti dinars which does not include other 
indirect expenditures. 


The general secretariat has the responsibility of requesting that the 
member states pay their quotas in the Organization's budget and its other 
financial commitments such as their shares of the reserves. Based on the 
desire to facilitate matters for the concerned Tunisian authorities, the 
general secretariat offered those authorities a proposal to pay Tunisia's 
share in the reserves and its arrears for the budget that amounted to 
1,561,546 Kuwaiti dinars in installments in spite of the resulting loss of 
interest amounting to 151,000 Kuwaiti dinars that the Organization would 
have obtained if the commitments were paid on time. 
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Effective Date of the Withdrawal: 


While Tunisia has the right to withdraw from the organization, the state's 
dete rmination of the effective date of withdrawal is subject to review from 
a legal standpoint, and in all cases the withdrawal cannot be retroactive. 
The agreement establishing the Organization does not stipulate the 
conditions of withdrawal of its members or the required procedures for 
withdrawal contrary to the agreements establishing other regional and 
international organizations such as the OPEC agreement, which was one of 
the major sources for the OAPEC agreement, the League of the Arab Nations, 
the Organization of African Unity, UNESCO, the League of Nations and 
others. The Charter of the United Nations, however, did not - for 
political reasons - stipulate conditions for the withdrawal of its members 
from the Organization, as it indicated by the discussions conducted in San 
Francisco. 


The common denominator for the rulings in all these agreements concerning 
the withdrawal of members is the necessity of notification of the 
organization by withdrawing state and the passage of a reasonable period, 
not less than a year from the notification date to implement the 
withdrawal, during which the withdrawing state can retract its decision to 
withdraw and retain its membership in the organization. This would allow 
the concerned organization the necessary time to review its programs and 
commitments and give the concerned withdrawing state the opportunity to 
review its decision. 


In all cases the withdrawing state is committed to pay within a specified 
period all its financial and other obligations to the organization from 
which it desires to withdraw. 


12655/12781 
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COMMERCIAL, CULTURAL TIES WITH INDIA REVIEWED 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 29 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by S.V. Venkatraman] 


[Text } 

MANAMA—The commercial and 
cultural bond that has existed 
between India and Bahrain since 
long is poised for further improve- 
ment in the immediate future and 
the indications in this connection 
are encouraging;’ said Mr Sharad 
Kumar Bhatnagar, India’s outgo- 
ing ambassador to Bahrain. He also 
stated that while the visit of the 
Amir, His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Sulman Al Khalifa, to India in the 
winter of 1981 inaugurated a new 
chapter in the relations between the 
two countries, subsequent high- 
level meetings initiated by, both 
governments signal desirable 
trends.” 


Mr Bhatnagar was speaking to 
Khaleej Times on the eve of his depar- 
ture to India en-route to Moscow, where 
he will assume charge as Minister, eco- 
nomic affairs, at his country’s embassy. 


Archaeology 


“Several areas of increased coopera- 
tion between Bahrain and India have 
been identified and these include 
archeolgoy, education, culture, youth 
and sport, information, industry, com- 
merce and finance?’ he said. There have 
been positive developments in these 
fields over the past 3% years and 
according to indications, methods to 


/12828 
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optimise utilisation of human, finan- 
cial and technological resources for the 
benetit of both countries are being exa- 
mined. “The visit of a team of experts 
in geology, deputed by the Government 
of India has shed more light not only 
on the wealth of Bahrain’s heritage but 
also on the Indus Valley Civilisation and 
the intimate ties enjoyed by the people 
of the two regions?” he said and added, 
“possibilities of training Bahrainis in 
archaeology is now. under active con- 
sideration” 

Ina related development, it is under- 
stood that the recent tour of Shaikha 
Haya Ali Al Khalifa (Director of 
Heritage at the Ministry of Informa- 
tion), in different parts of India to study 
the organisation and maintenance of 
museums will help in Bahrain’s efforts 
to house a comprehensive complex. 

Educetion is another field where 
cooperation at government levels has 
resulted in significaat improvements, 
although universities and educational 
institutions in India have benefited 
Bahrainis since long. According to the 
Central Statistical Organisation, a total 
of 344 Bahrainis were pursuing their 
education in various universities in India 
during 1983-84, representing the “lar- 
gest group studying outside the Arab 
world” 

A delegation led by Dr Ali Fakhroo, 
Bahrain’s Minister of Education to 
India, last year returned with several 
concrete plans and suggestions and the 
cooperation between the two countries 


' since then has registered significant 


strides. “The G-vernmocnt of india will 
also offer scholarships to Bahrainis 


. under its General and Cultural Scholar- 
‘. ship Scheme. I believe that education 


will remain as one of the major areas 

of bilateral relations between India and 

Bahrain, Mr Bhatnagar said. _ 
The Government’s concern for 


‘ providing adequate and appropriate 


training facilities in the field of sports 
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‘is well matched by India’s ability to offer 
its expertise, according to Mr Bhatna- 


gar. “I am happy of the fact that a pro- 
tocol was signed in this connection with 


-our Government by Shaikh Isa bin 


Mohammed Al Khalifa, President of 
the General Organisation for Youth ana 
Sport, on behalf of Bahrain. Training 
schemes will include football, table 
tennis, badminton, tennis and swim- 
ming?’ he said. 


Treaty 


"The Joint Economic Treaty approved 
by the two countries in March this year 
specifies further areas of mutual 


_ involvement including participation in 


Bahrain's developmental activities. - 

According to Mr Bhatnagar, the 
‘agreement was the culmination of exten- 
sive discussions that were initiated dur- 


_ing the visit of Mr Zail Singh, Presi- 


dent of the Indian Republic, during 
December 1983. “While a few joint ven- 
tures have already been established, 
potential exists for involvement in steel, , 


fertilisers and even jewellery. In fact we 


industries as possible areas of develop- 
ment?” he said and added;\‘the Oil ar.d 
Natural.Gas Commission of Ir Jia has 
begun discussions with the Bahrain 
National Oil Company (Banoco) to pro- 
vide training facilities to Bahrainis. 
Hopefully cooperation will extend to 
other areas as well!’ 


According to a quarterly bulletin 
issued by the Bahrain Monetary Agency, 
imports from India were valued at 
BD151.21 million as at the end of 1985, 
representing a share of 2.4 per cent of 
Bahrain’s total imports, while exports 
to India were placed at BD77.43 mil- 
lion. A delegation of the Bahrain Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry visited 
India during the end of 1984 and dis- 
cussed possibilities of improving trade 
relations with the officials of the Indian 
Government and the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce in the Indian 


capital. 





STEPS TAKEN TO BOOST AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by S.V. Venkatraman] 


[Text } 


MANAMA—The government is 
scrious about accentuating agricul- 
tural production in evidence of 
which the Ministry of Commerce 
and Agriculture has addressed to 
itsclf the task of providing the 
necessary encouragement to 
farmers and agriculturists. The 
establishment of 50 greenhouses at 
farms spread across the island last 
fortnight is expected to usher in a 
new era of ‘agronomic revolution’ 
an the country. 


Jaffer Habib, Director, Agriculture 
Projects at the ministry, has been quoted 
in a section of the Arabic Press as say- 
ing that his directorate has assigned to 
itself a target of 100 greenhouses to be 
provided during 1986. “There has been 
enthusiastic response from the farmers 
to this project, partly because of the 
fact that they are made available at mar- 
ginal costs and partly because each 
grcenhouse is accompanied by techni- 
cal assistance from the directorate”, he 
is reported to have stated. 


Meanwhile, according to an official 
source, Bahrain’s special plans to boost 
food production during the five-year 
period covering 1982-87 envisages an 
expenditure of BD30 million. “The 
government is giving priority to cut back 
Bahrain’s growing dependence on food 
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imports, which in 1984 totalled BD74.75 
million or 13.30 per cent of the coun- 
try’s non-oil imports”, it says. 


Drainage canals 


According to Habib, his directorate’s 

plans for the 1986-87 period includes 
construction of 5000 metres of drainage 
canals, 6900 metres of side drains and 


13,000 metres of smaller drainage canals | 


in the northern and southern parts of 
the island. 


The government’s emphasis on 
agriculture is also relevant from the fact 
that although 10 per cent (6200 hectares) 
of the total of 62,000 hectares of land 
are capable of being put to use for 
agricultural purposes, only about 3500 
hectares (or 5.6 per cent) are being actu- 
ally cultivated. Among the incentives 
provided by the government are a 40 
per cent subsidy to farmers making cap- 


ital improvements on water supplies. : 


Concerted efforts are also being exer- 
cised to extend drainage facilities and 


- to curb the growth of weeds and salinity. 


New techniques 


Dates, fruits and vegetables are con- 
.sidered as the main crops of Bahrain. 
While more than 40 types of vegetables 
are grown in the island, tomatoes 
account for a major share, utilising 
some 188 hectares of land. Experts are: 
of the opinion that the new techniques 
of boosting agricultural production 
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have yielded the desired results, espe- 


cially the experiment with ‘hot houses 


and hydroponics’, according to which 
the yield season is extended to most 


‘parts of the year, with yields raised to 


accepied levels. A <ainistry source claims 
that these tech aiques will enable the 
government to achieve about 75 per cent 
self-sufficiency in vegetables by 1987. ‘ 


Along with the cultivation of crops, 
efforts are also exercised to increase the 


. production of livestock (current esti- 
_ mate 6000 heads of cattle) and domes- 


tic dairy output. Poultry farms are also 
being continuously encouraged. 











CABINET CONSIDERS PLAN TO UPGRADE REFINERY 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 20 Jul 86 p 13 


[Text] 


/12828 
CSO: 


BAHRAIN—Bahrain is consider- | 


ing a plan to upgrede its 250,000 
barrels per day refinery in a three- 
stage plan at a cost of $900 mil- 


lion, Minister of Industry and 
Development Youssef Ahmed Al. 
Shirawi said in an interview pub- | 


lished yesterday. 


The Bahraini cabinet has agreed in , 


principle on the need to upgrade the 
refinery and has asked for a detailed 
government study on capital and financ- 
ing, he told the weekly Al Adwa. 


But he said the Cabinet had not com- 
mitted itself on the deal, and approval 
also has to be gained by the foreign part- 
ner Caltex Petroleum Corporation, 
which owns 40 per cent of the refinery. 
He said a long-term agreement with 
Saudi Arabia was also necessary to 
insure the continuous supply of crude 
oil. 

The refinery, established in 1936 as 
Caltex’s first venture, processes 
Bahrain’s 40,000 bpd crude oil output. 
The rest most!y comes through an 
undersea pipeline from Saudi Arabia’s 
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eastern oilfields. 

One oil industry source said that such 
a plan, if approved, would not expand 
the plant’s capacity b eects oth 
enable it to produce. , 4 
gas oil and jet, fuel,; Nona 4 
greater demand in the mid-1990s'thafi 
fuel oil and naphtha. - 

It would be unlikely to be finished 


before 1992, he said. 


i caline ienidian, (ity Qhtuind said 


Bahrain’s oil output had reached its 


highest levels and that the island was 


running out of reserves. He added that 
every one dollar per barrel drop in oil 
prices cost Bahrain $15 million in 
revenue annually. 

Mr Shirawi said the netuauaton 
and expansion of the aluminium plant 
and the oil refinery would help Bahrain’s 
economic activity during the coming 
years. The Bahraini-Saudi causeway 
would facilitate the teransfer of 
products. 

He said Bahrain was not experienc- 


sation of expenditure and reducing of 
some luxuries, he added. 
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BRIEFS 


OIL PRODUCTION STATISTICS--Manama, 13 Jul (WAKH)--A responsible source at the 
Bahrain National 0il Co. /BANOCO/ has said that the company's present constant 
crude oil production rate has reached 40,000 bpd. The company was able to rig, 
maintain, and repair 126 oil wells from 1983-85. The source added that the 
BANOCO production in 1984 reached 39,738 bpd while it dropped to 39,443 bpd in 
1985. /Summary/ /Manama WAKH in Arabic 0920 GMT 13 Jul 86 GF/ 12228 


CSO: 4400/255 
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ELECTORAL REFORM BILL BEFORE KNESSET 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Asher Wallfish and Aryeh Rubinstein] 


[Excerpt] 


/12828 
CSO: 


Alignment MK Simha Dinitz will 
demand a personal roll-call vote 
when a private member’s bill on 
electoral reform comes up in the 
plenum today. He heads the reform 
campaign and wants the public to 
know which Knesset Members are 
consistent on electoral reform, and 
which are not. 

Forty-four MKs have signed their 
names to the private bill which will 
be presented by Mordechai Vir- 
shubski (Shinui). 

Of the 44, 19 belong to the Align- 
ment, 18 to the Likud, and the rest to 
smaller factions. 

Under the proposal, 80 of the 120 
MKs in the Knesset will be elected 
according to a constituency system, 
with five seats for each of 16 consti- 
tuencies. The remaining 40 will be 
elected on the same system of prop- 
ortional representation at present in 
force for all 120 seats. 

Virshubski and Dinitz said that 
Prime Minister Peres would come to 
the Knesset today to vote for the bill, 
which is a plank in the Alignment 
election platform. 

The religious factions, Mapam, 
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the Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality and the Progressive Peace 
List are opposing the bill — they are 
afraid that electoral reform will 
sweep them off the political map. 
But the pro-reform campaigners 
fear that doubters in the Alignment 
and the Likud will prevent the mea- 
sure passing on the preliminary read- 


"ing today. 


At the meeting of the coalition 
executive earlier this week, Likud 
MKs Haim Kaufman and Sara 
Doron demanded that the bill not be 
submitted to the plenum, on the 
grounds that the coalition agreement 
stipulates that the agreement of both 
major parties is necessary before a 
private member’s bill can be submit- 
ted by a coalition member. 

They rejected Alignment MK 
Rafi Edri’s argument that the signa- 
tures of 18 Likud members on the 
bill invalidated that stipulation. 


The bill’s sponsors range from 
Tehiya to the Citizens Rights Move- 
ment. They believe that the support 
of ministers and deputy ministers, 
who do not sign private member’s 
bills, would ensure it a majority in 
the plenum. 
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"RADICAL' CHANGES IN STORE FOR MOSHAV MOVEMENT 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Charles Hoffman] 


[Text] 


/12828 


“There will be radical changes in 
the Moshav Movement within a year 
if the financial package-deal worked 


out this week holds together and if 


the farmers face up to the new real- 
ity,” a secretary of the Moshav 
Movement, Yohanan Daniel, said 


yesterday in an interyiew with The 


Jerusalem Post. .-° :j 


Daniel spoke ‘after meeting for. 
several hours with the heads of thé’ 


credit and purchasing association of 


the Jerusalem Corridor moshavim, 
where he. explained the recovery : 


plan worked out over the past sever- 
al months. by 

The government, : the Jewish 
Agency, and the moshav organiza- 
tions adopted a plan on Wednesday 
to relieve the $320 million: debt 
accumulated over the 
years by moshavim within the Green 


Line. Several weeks ago $27m. was’ 
allocated to solve the financial prob- 

lems of the moshavim and kibbutzim | 
in the Jordan Rift Valley and Golan | 


Heights. | 

Daniel said that the bail-out was 
conditional on some sweeping 
changes in the 
U Several thousand families who 


have stopped working their farms or . 
who can’t make a go of it economi- ' 


cally will give up their land and water 
quotas and other means of produc- 


tion in return for wiping out hea ot 


debt-. 
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st several . 


vy Movement: — 


cy, $40m. by the 


O Several dozen moshavim 
which have virtually ceased func- 
tioning as agricultural cooperatives ' 
will be converted to Community set- 
tlements, where .everyone will be . 
responsible for earning his own liv- 
ing and the agricultural assets will be 
transferred to other settlements. - -, 
O The regional credit purchas- 
ing associations,; which bear part of 
the responsibility for letting the far- 


mers -Gébdts ah ut of hand, will 


come under. ti 
will return to 
of extending’ credit: to farmers to’ 
meet their {production needs.° 
The associatio wl have to wang 
bankrupt regional egterprises, e 
drastic cuts in staff and expenses and . 
stop extending™ liberal sng with 
virtually no guarantecs, . } 
Daniel said that if the’ swelling 
debts had not precipitated the cur- 
rent crisis, then ‘pérhaps some: of 
these needed reforms might never 
have been made. “There are many 
sacred cows involved here, and until 
recently we couldn’t ¢ven talk about F 
some of these changes,” he said. 4 
/The debt conversion and con-’ 
solidation’ packag®@ #orked but’ this) 
week calls for-$170m; to be allocated: 
for short-term,debt ‘repayment, as, 
follows: $60m., by the Jewish Agen- 
ae $45m. by the 
government, and $25m. by the mem-: 
bers of.the Moshav Movement: The. 
other: $150m. of ‘the total $320m.: 
debt will be paid back over six: to. 
seven years at reasonable terms..: ‘ 
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SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF DRINKING WATER SAID CONTAMINATED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Menachem Shalev] 


[Text ] 


/12828 
CSO: 


Over 10 per cent of the population 
in Israel regularly drink contamin- 
ated water, according to Dr. Alma 
Avni, director of the Health Minis- 
try’s Public Health Services. 

Contaminated water was found at 
various times last year in 540 of the 
country’s 1,200 settlements. The 
Health Ministry recently ordered 
district engineers to institute special 
purification measures. But the 
ministry admits that in 200 smaller 
settlements, contaminated water 
regularly poliutes the drinking water 
supply. , 

Water is deemed contaminated 
when a larger than normal number 
of coli-type bacteria are detected. 
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These germs although harmless 
themselves, indicate the presence of 
other, harmful organisms, such as 
coli fecali, which enter the water 
system from sewage pipes. — 


Last July’s dysentery epidemic in 


‘ Haifa, where over 9,000 people were 
infected, was caused by sewage seep-. 


ing into a water main. A four- 
member committee set up to investi- 
gate the affair made recommenda- 
tions to prevent a recurrence. 


But most of their recommenda- 
tions were not implemented, accord- 
ing to Mordechai Yakobowitz, a 
spokesman for the Mekorot water 
company which supplies drinking 
water. 
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DUTCH CHURCH NOT TO RETAIN ADVISER TO ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Menachem Shalev, Henrietta Boaz and Yossi Lempkowicz] 


[Text] 


/12828 


The Dutch Reformed Church, the . 
largest Protestant denomination in 
Holland, has decided not to renew 
the contract of its “theological advis- _ 
er” in Israel, Rev. Dr. Geert Cohen 
Stuart. Sources in Jerusalem believe 
the decision was prompted by 
Stuart’s close frie with Jews 
and identification with Israel. : 

Stuart, who is currently in Hol- - 
land, has appealed the decision be- . 
fore an internal Church arbitration 
court, which is.to convene in‘ 
September. A spokesman for the 
Church, contacted in The Hague ‘ 
yesterday by The Jerusalem Post, 
refused to comment “until a final - 


-decision is made.” 


He confirmed, however, ‘that ; 
Stuart’s refusal to comply with ‘ 
Church instructions and meet with 
PLO members “is one of the points 


-under discussion.” 


The spokesman said that Stuart ; 
had completed four years of. his. 
six-year contract, and on his return . 
from Holland “will have two more 
years to serve in Israel.” 

Stuart, a descendant of a Jewish 
family which converted to Protes- 
tantism many generations ago, came 
to Israel in 1982: Rabbis in Jeru-" 
salem praised Stuart’s active interest 
and participation in interfaith dia- 
logues. 

In another move which apparently 
angered the Church, Stuart founded 


CSO: 4400/259 


the Israeli chapter of “‘Christian Re- 
pentance,’’ a movement which views 
Christianity’s repentance for its his- 
torical attitude towards the Jewish 
people as the main challenge facing 
the Church today." ; - 


“He was too pro-Jewish and too 


3 pro 0-Zionis t for the Church's liking,” 
ut 


ch-born Rabbi .Nathan Lopez 


Cardozo told The Post. “He refused 


to speak to the PLO. and he was 
trying to build bridges to the Jewish 
people,” he sid. “All in all, he was 
doing his job in an ny man- 
ner. 

Dr. David Hartman, dence of 
the Shalom Hartman Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, said: 
“Rev. Stuart is a very beautiful hu- 
man being. He is not the type to be 
morally biased. He is a deeply com- 
mitted Christian, a great individual 


- within the church. I think they have 


made a serious mistake.” 

In the 1960s, the Dutch Reformed 
Church, which encompasses some 30 
per cent of the Dutch population, 
was a pioneer in fostering relations 


: with Jews. It was the first Church to 


mould a more positive theological 
approach to Judaism and to advo- 
cate dialogue instead of missionary 
activities. 

But in recent years, especially af- 
ter the Lebanon War, the Church, 
along with most other churches in 
Western Europe, has taken a more 
critical line towards Israel and 
psaced more emphasis on the rights 
of the Palestinians. 
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COUNTERTRADE COMPANY ACTIVITIES INCREASING 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in Engiish 30 Jul 86 p 4 


{Article by Pam Dougherty under "Amman Letter" column: 


Companies See Upsurge in Activity"] 


[Text ] 
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COMPANIES for counter, trade, 
for re-insurance, for the éstab- 
lishment of a private university 


_and even one to build an artifi- 


cial ice-skating rink have been 
announced this week in an 
unusual mid-summer surge of 
business activity. 


The counter-trade company is the 
brainchild of the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry and is due to be in 
operation by the end of this year. 
Its jobs will be to handle counter- 
trade arrangements on behalf of a 
number of public companies, and 
shareholders will include the phos- 
phate, potash, cement, agriculture 
and shipping companies together 
with the Trade Centres Corporation 
and the civil and military consumer 
corporations. 

The idea of a specialist company 
to pro:note exports has long been 
mooted, but the form of the one 
now, announced is likely to cause 
some rumblings. Comments have 
been made that the phosphate com- 
pany is handling its own sales so well 
that it hardly needs help from a new 
source. It is also being asked that 
if the government’s intention is to 
boost the private sector, why choose 
public companies as the first 
beneficiaries of the new sales effort 
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and why not allow a private com- 
pany to set up and do the job? 
The other new companies are less 
problematic. Jordan’s re-insurance 
bill for 1985 was JD8 million, and 
all the business was written outside. 


- No one will be arguing, therefore, 


about the need to keep it at home. 
The setting up of a private univer- 


"sity was repeatedly called for both 
by Jordanians and by expatriates and 
the Ministry of Higher Education : 


has already received 30 applications 
from parties interested in building 


one. 


The new university will be located — 


in Zarqaon on the edge of Amman. 


It will be established by a public » 


shareholding company with 60 per 


cent of shares to be held by govern- . 
‘ment institutions, educational bod- 


ies, etc, and 40 per cent will be 
offered to the public. 


The government wants the new 


university under way as S00N as pos- - 
sible and hopes that it will keep at 


least some of the 39,000 Jordanian 
students now studying abroad at 


‘home in Jordan and saving the 
- JD100 million a year that now goes 
. Out of the country to pay for them. 


Full-fledged universities 


Its teaching faculties should also 


‘help to absorb at least some of the 
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"Counter-trade 


~ excess of highly qualified graduates 


now emerging from the existing 


’ universities. : 


Although, with Jordan and Yar- 
mouk universities already well estab- 
lished, Mut’a in the south planning 
major expansion, and a new science 
and technology university due to 
open in Irbid, Jordan is going to find 
itself in the position of having five 
full-fledged universities to serve the 
needs of some two and a half mil- 
lion people. 

’ And the artificial skating rink? It 
promises to be just plain fun. It will 
be built by a new company estab- 
lished by an expatriate Jordanian 
who has been living in the United 
States since 1979. 

At a cost of only JD200,000 the 
scheme is low key, and, as a first in 
Jordan, seems certain to succeed. 
The 300-square-metre rink will be 
purely synthetic, thus avoiding the 
expense and technical difficulty of 
a traditional frozen water rink. 

‘It will be large enough to accom- 
modate 200 skaters at a time and they 
will have the services of two Ameri- 
can instructors who will come to Jor- 
dan to instal the equipment, give 
skating lessons and keep the rink in 
good order. 
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FERRY WITH EGYPT THRIVING, INTERNATIONAL TOURIST LINK 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 7 Jul 86 p 4 


[Article by Pam Dougherty under "Amman Letter" column: "Ferry Line From 


Egypt Does Thriving Business"] 


[Text] “THE AQABA—Nuweibeh 
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¢ 


ferry line is not a domestic con- , 


nection between Jordan and 
Egypt, it is an international link, 
joining the eastern and western 
Arab worlds with all that 
implies?’ 


The firm statement comes from 
Jordan’s Minister of Transport, Rajai 
Dajani. He was speaking at the end 
of a meeting with his Egyptian coun- 
terpart in the Red Sea port of 
Nuweibeh. The talks were the latest 
in a series of meetings designed to 
ensure the smooth progress of the 
ferry connection. 

The line has now been in opera- 
tion for just over a year and is doing 
a thriving trade in transporting pas- 
sengers between the two countries. 
The figures show that in May 1985, 
13,000 passengers used the line and 
by May of this year, the number was 
up to 52,345, most of them Egyp- 
tian workers travelling to and from 
their work in Iraq and Jordan. 

The great attraction is the low 
price and comparatively short travel- 
ling time. They pay only $80 one way 
and take around 16 hours, making 
the trip cheaper than flying and a 


lot faster than the old Aqaba-Suez 


run. 
Hlowever, the line is not ideal and 
the ministers must meet regularly to 
sort out some of the difficulties 
attending the trip. 
The Jordanian side is particularly 
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keen that due attention be paid to 


‘ the provision of good facilities in the 


form of waiting areas, refreshments, 
toilets and baggage handling. 
They would also like to see cus- 
toms and immigration formalities 
kept to a minimum. And that brings 
the story back to Mr Dajani’s asser- 
tion that the route is not simply a 
domestic one. ; 


Natural connection 


Easing the movement of Egypt’s 
workers is obviously an important 
matter, both on economic and 
humanitarian grounds. But the Jor- 
danians are very anxious to point 
out that the ferry line should do 


- much more than that. 


They want to see it developing into 
the common and natural connection 
between the two sides of the Arab 
world, thus encouraging a vastly 
increased volume of business and 
tourism among the Arab states, and 
foreign visitors are another target. 

The whole Red Sea area has enor- 
mous tourist potential. Water sports 
are the first attraction in Aqaba on 
the Jordanian side, and the Red Sea 
coast from Nuweibeh to Sharm Al. 
Shekh on the Egyptian side offers 
superb coral, scuba diving, fishing 
and water skiing. Both sides are also 
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fortunate to be blessed with unique 
attractions in their seemingly blank 
desert interiors in the shape of Petra 
and St Catherine’s Monastery. 

Tourism should be a major target 
for both countries particularly at a 
time of recession in other areas of 
their economies. But tourists will not 
come to enjoy the attractions if the 
entry point is ‘difficult, time- 
consuming and uncomfortable. 

Hence the regular meetings. The 
recent talks have certainly not solved 
all the difficulties but there has been 
some useful progress in cutting time 
and making the trip more com- 
fortable. ; 

It has now been agreed that all 
immigration formalities will be set- 
tled on board the ferries during the 
three-hour trip. ° 

This, added to the opening of a 
new road between Nuweibeh and 
Ras An Nagqab which will cut one- 
and-a-half hours from the run to 
Cairo, should reduce the overall 
journey to no more than 12 to 14 
hours. 

The Egyptian side has also agreed 
to move quickly in providing better 
facilities for waiting passengers, and 
should soon be able to match the 
cool waiting rooms and other facili- 
ties now available in Aqaba. 





PLANS TO ‘'KUWAITIZE' 50 PERCENT OF HEALTH STAFF BY YEAR 2000 


Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 26 Jul 86 p 5 


{Text ] 
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THE Health Ministry is working 
to Kuwaitise at least 50 percent 
of health service jobs by the year 
2000. 


The Health Minister, Dr. — 


Abdul Rahman Al-Awadi, said 
that at the moment Kuwaitis rep- 


resented 27.1 percent of the © 


technical staff and the ministry 
wanted to gradually increase.this 


number by replacing expatriates | 


with Kuwaitis. 

In an interview with Al Watan 
newspaper, Dr. Al Awadi said 
that the government was ex- 


pected to spend KD 218.6 mil- | 
_ lion on health services in the cur- | 


rent five-year plan. The private 
sector contribution would be 
KD1.21 million. 


Goals 
He said the major goals of the 
five-year plan were: comprehen- 
sive medical care for all; protect- 


ing the environment; exacting. 
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_ some contribution to health ser- 
.. vices from the public; improving . 
administration; updating the . 
health registration system and . 
gradually. Kuwaitising medical | 


staff. - 

Dr. Al-Awadi said the plan 
also highlighted the need to 
coordinate with other GCC 
states, by unifying health legisla- 
tion, and consolidating joint sci- 
entific research. 

He said the goals of the plan 


_ would be achieved by greater 
emphasis on training, in coop- _ 


eration with the university and 
‘ other institutes, and by introduc- 
_ ing a new incentive scheme to 


attract Kuwaitis. 


Dr. Al-Awadi also told Al- 
- Watan that the health insurance 


. scheme was of major importance 


and it would be gradually ex- 
tended to take in all workers and 
their families. 
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FIVE MONTHS OF CUSTOMS DUTIES SURVEYED 
Beirut AL-ANWAR in Arabic 12 Jun 86 p 6 


[Article: "Five Months of Customs Duties; 200,452,000 of Which 35 Million 
Were in May"™] 








[Text } 
Five-—Month Dist 
of Customs Duties Center Jan Feb Mar y 
Jan 36.9 Beirut Harbor 9.546 8.88 9.47 17 
Feb 33.8 International : 
Mar 59.5 Airport y Py) ee By | 4.4 RafGD> = Ful 
Apr 35.45 Tripoli 9.842 13.16 8.5 8.74 6.3 
May 35.5 Al—Masna' 21055 2602 2.4 2./01 3.6 
Juneaiyah 2.046 1.66 2.02 2.189 
Sidon 5.912 4.9 9.9 ee Py 
Al-'Abudiyah 37.10 12.07 Joe 3.24 3.8 
Al-'Aridah 5.31 1.iz 9.40 1.2 1.0 
Mail Parcels 
Tyre 294. ©1.ai 4.4 6.799 32 
Al-Qa' 1.2 1.5 FI = 
Subtotal 36.091 33.819 59.5 35.4 35.5 


GRAND TOTAL 200.4 


The Directorate of Customs Statistics, in the High Council of Customs, issued 
yesterday statistics of income from customs centers during May 1986, which 
amounted to 35,499,087 Lebanese pounds, distributed as follows: 


-—- Beirut Harbor: 8,173,388.27 pounds with a decline of 1,555,664 pounds from 
April 1986 


-- Beirut Airport: 7,735,661.10 pounds with an increase of 5,990,660 pounds 
over April 1986 


-- Tripoli Port: 6,377,257.46 pounds with a decline of 2,367,128 pounds from 
the same period 
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-- Sidon: 6,268,380.36 pounds with an increase of 1,314,148 pounds over the 
prior month 


-- Port of Tyre: 3,281,835 pounds with a decrease which amountec to 1,477,680 
povnds 


—— Al-Masna': 3,693,696.41 pounds with an increase which registered 992,217 
pounds over April of 1986 


—— Al-'Abudiyah: 3,870.17 pounds with an increase of 630 pounds over last 
month 


-- Al-‘Aridah: 1,000 pounds with a decrease of 250 pounds from last month 


The grand total of customs duties for the past 5 months of 1986 (January—May) 
was published as 200,452,084.52 pounds and distributed over the months as 


follows: 
January 36,091,984.13 pounds 
February 33,829,459.54 pounds 
March 59 ,539,344.75 pounds 
April 35,465,969.33 pounds 
May 35,535,088.77 pounds 


It can be noted from the rise and fall of the monthly totals that incomes 
almost maintained their levels during the first 5 months, except March which 
witnessed relative progress in comparison to the other months. 


In general customs incomes in the last 5 months are not considered encouraging 
and thereby reflect the deteriorating situation of customs as a result of the 
spread of illegal ports and poor conditions of the rest of the legal, "in 


name," ports. 


13035/13045 
CSO: 4404/389 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PNC OFFICIAL APPOINTED--Cairo, 24 Jul (MENA)--According to an official 
Palestinian source, the PLO leadership has decided to appoint PNC member Sa'‘id 
Kamal assistant to the head of Egyptian affairs section within the PLO's 
political department. He will be headquartered in Cairo. /Excerpt/ /Cairo 
MENA in Arabic 1030 GMT 24 Jul 86 NC/ 12228 
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BANKS WEATHER RECESSION; POWER PLANT DISCUSSED 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES In English 20 Jul 86 p 2 


to a decrease in credit from banks; 
3 ‘the picture has already pointed out, 
[Text] for 1984 and 1985 points out, changed during the latter half of 
DOH A—The good ®ews is that. advances have continued to register 1985 and in the current year, oy 
commercial banks in Qatar have an increase. a great deal of demand on banks 
weathered the recession well. By the end of May this year, total view of decreased government 
T : credits by the banks stood at QR7.1. spending. 
he not-so-good news is that . ‘tlio 
they are hard put to think of billion, up from QR6.670 billion by : kek 
strategies for the future. msde <p ee 4 geet = ee 
lion the end of 1985. remark- i. 
Qatar has 15 commercial able since there was a decline in 1984 IS - - Hag osc bgy a 
banks, too many for a popula- when compared to the year before P 


tion of about 230,000, some’ 
would say. Bankers themselves 


by about QRI billion. The biggest 
bencficiary is the individual. By the 


shelved, still under consideration? 
This has been one of those mega 


hen which making news 
feel that there is no overbank- end of May, individual —. son dines ies nootauaioess 
ing, since every bank has turned accounted for QR2.78 billion. ment is expected to be more than 
in a profit, even if not as much ' The general trade sector was the QR200 million. 
as in 1984, next moet ay bee a «Last week, the Minister for Pub- 
sector. n Khalid Abdulla 
Qatar has been spared the agony | sini Miia find it hard to find | r Works, pord bad meeting 
of bad loans, thanks to the steady new opportunities. What goes under sede 


manner in which the economy has. 


the heading of individual loans is 


‘which discussed the Al: Wusail 


been allowed to grow. The Qatar both for trading and housing, face ee searent cement tango 
Monetary Agency (QMA), the cen- ' though the latter could not have ing sthorities. Then came a 
tral bank of the country, maintained | accounted for the high figure. ary mpe on deer 
a low-key approach for several years It is interesting to see from the: pe Water. Mr Youssef Al 
and it was only this year that it flexed | QMaA report for the last two years "who hes long been fighting for 
its muscles. But the demands made. that despite a decline in revenues, “Aali, He said that the depart- 
by the QMA on the banking system GDP, imports, exports and govern- ‘the ‘men comiued to plan for the 
were so reasonable that there were ment spending, the banks as a wholé project. 

few serious complaints. showed a tangible increase in total »? The argument fas been that the 

Less than 10 per cent of all credit 


facilitics extended by the commer- 
cial banks are classified by bankers 
as bad debts. No official figures are 


assets. The increase was mainly due 
to a jump in private deposits, the 
report comments. Next came the 
resources of the banks themselves. 


current generation in Qatar is just 
‘ about meeting the existing need and 
that any rise in. consumption will 
_esult in, a. sbortfall., The general 


available. Bankers in Qatar, like their Even government deposits, which decline in economic activity might 

counterparts elsewhere in the Gulf, have reportedly been distributed have reduced demand slightly, but 

have had to rely heavily on granting among the five national. banks, . itis bound to-rise steadily. The major 

loans to individuals, and these com- increased during the 1985 by 16 per ‘demand’ comes from villas and 

prise the largest. chunk of all cent. They had declined by 9 per cent residential ‘blocks, with air- 

advances made. But they are termed. during 1984, compared to 1983. | conditioners hummming round the 

‘slow moving’ rather than bad ' Since .1984, banks have been clock. This demand will rise, even 

accounts, and as the QMA report investing more in foreign assets, _if economic activity settles down. 

which the QMA finds reasonable Add tu this the possivility of the 

enough in view of the sluggish : North Field project and the need for 

demand locally. Increased govern- Al Wusail becomes’ obvious. 
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QATAR 


WATER RATES DOUBLED, SEVERE SHORTAGE CITED 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 p 20 
[Article by R. Mohan] 


[Text] bOHA—Water rates have been doubled 
in Qatar with effect from August 6. 
However, there are no plans to raise 
power rates, Ahmed Al Khori, a senior 
official in the ministry of electricity and | 
water, said here yesterday. 

The current rates for water are one 
dirham per gallon, or QR2.20 per cubic 
metre. Rates from August 6 will be two 
dirhams per gallon and QR4.40 per 
cubic metre. . 


Mr Khori said Qatar was facing a 
severe water shortage. “We had to 
increase rates to conserve water and pre- 
vent wastage,” he said. 


In a separate development, informed 
sources said the government was also 
considering collection of watcr and 
power rates from its employees living 
in government apartments. Water and 
power are now provided free for those 
living in government accommodation. 
Sources said it was being considered 
whether both senior and junior govern- 
ment employees would have to pay for 
water and power. Those who are get- 
ting water allowance will not receive it 
after August 6, it is learnt. 

Meanwhile, the department of per- 
sonnel has informed all government 
employees that their entitlement to 
encash leave has been restricted. 
Employees will not be permitted to 
accumulate leave. Those who have done 
it so far will get half of the payment 
for their unavailed leave period. No 
encashment of leave will be made from 
the new fiscal year. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


CIVIL SERVICE CUTBACK--About 3,000 civil servants will lose their jobs in 
1986 as part of moves to cut costs and employ Qatari graduates. The 10 
per cent reduction will affect expatriate employees. Residence permits 
for government workers were restricted in 1985, in an effort to reduce 
dependence on foreign staff. Ministries have also halved wages for day 
labourers. [Text][London MEED in English 12 Jul 86 p 21]/12828 
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SYRIA 


SUPPLY BOTTLENECKS FORM AT COOPERATIVES 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 10 Jun 86 p 2 


[Article by Shahhadah al-Sha'bi: "What's Behind the Phenomena of Overcrowding 
at the Supply Centers?"] 


[Text] Severe overcrowding at the cooperative centers with their various 
branches and nomenclatures have become a distinguishing characteristic for 
these areas throughout. 


Bottlenecks and overcrowding increase every time an item vanishes, or a rumor 
of its scarcity surfaces, or the people feel that it has decreased in the 
marketplace. 


Pictures and Scenes 


Generally speaking, what about the incidents of overcrowding? We observed some 
of these incidents and recorded the following: 


Some of the people come to the cooperative centers in the very early hours; 
some even come around 2:00 AM. They come with blankets to spread as beds or 
chairs to sit on. One such person, who resides in the city of Duma, said: 

"I came to stand in line about 4:00 AM so I could obtain what I want." About 
10:30 AM, I saw him carrying a piece of meat. When I asked him why he didn't 
purchase his meat in the city of Duma, he said, "The price of meat is very 
high in Duma. It is about 70 Syrian pounds per kilogram." 


—- As time passes, the crowds increase to the point that the rations are not 
enough for even these, so how could those who follow purchase anything? 


—— Distribution begins and with it comes chaos. The young get lost among the 
adults and men and women begin pushing each other. 


They all become exhausted from competing. The most exhausted among them are 
the older and handicapped, and pregnant women. 


We met a number of brother citizens and asked them about the reason for their 
hardships. Some of them accused shoppers like themselves: "Some of us have 
become merchants of our own sustenance. They merchandize the goods and sell 
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them on the black market." Some of them have proven that with evidence. Others 

said, "Lack of order among the people in taking turns causes the overcrowding. 

Otherwise there are enough available materials, but the problem lies in greedi- 
" 

ness. 


In the meantime, others held the Ministry of Supply and Domestic Trade and 
their institutions are responsible for inefficiency in acquiring supply items. 


Shop Clerks’ Version 


On the other hand, those supply center clerks whom we met totally blamed the 
people and pointed out that supply items sold in their shops met the needs 
and more if the shopper would take only his necessities. 


For example, Mr Ahmad al-Mar'i, president of Rukn al-Din warehouse of 
vegetables and fruits, mentioned that he daily markets approximately 120 
kilograms of eggplants, 1.5 tons of tomatoes, and 800 bags of lemons, in 
addition to items such as cucumbers, garlic, potatoes, and others marketed 
in large quantities. 


He said: "We distribute daily about 250 kilograms of meat. This is what we 
receive. We measure what comes to us according to the fruit and vegetable 
warehouses in Damascus." | 


On the other hand, whereas Mr ‘Adil ‘Ammari, supervisor of Rukn al-Din, 
Yazid, and al-Shaykh Ibrahim Warehouses, said: "The problem is not in the 
existence or non-existence of supplies, but is in the citizen who does not 
abide by what is good for him or others, as though he wants to collect every- 
thing for himself while leaving nothing for others." 


He added, "There are a number of people coming daily, taking the same items 
in large quantities. The solution, according to the shop employees, has two 
possibilities: Citizens should abide in taking turns; Strict censorship 
should be imposed to prevent fraud in the buying of goods and selling them 
outside the market at double their original price." 


Minister of Supply 


Let us put our notes and impressions aside and listen to Mr Muhammad Riyad 
al-Hajj Khalil, minister of Supply and Domestic Trade, who said in answer to 
our questions: "In fact, whenever I passed one of these cooperative stores, 

I witnessed the overcrowding and wondered why there was such a condition since 
goods are available to all people, and I attest to this by saying, ‘All the 
basic items and their varieties are indeed available and in sufficient quant- 
ities for local consumption.‘ 


"Yet the brother citizens compete at the supply stores to purchase their 
necessities and they push each other without cause. Without this pushing, 
each one would be able to obtain his needs without bother. Therefore, I wish 
the brother citizens would help those working in the cooperative centers and 
organize themselves by taking turns. Thereby, they would have easier access 
and make less trouble for the center employees." 
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In answer to a question on other reasons for overcrowding, Mr Muhammad Riyad 
al-Hajj Khakil said: "As I mentioned, the goods are available and what we hope 
is for the people to be convinced of their availability and to be assured that 


they can obtain them anytime. 


"For this reason, I emphasize the necessity for the people to be orderly and 
take turns. I point out here that the Ministry of Supply and Domestic Trade 
began taking active measures which would provide order and establish content- 


ment for the brother citizens. 


"For example: Distributing butter in accordance with the family ration book 
and its attached schedule changed a great deal of the manner of treatment 
between the people and the employees in the cooperative stores to the point 
that an abundance of this item could be found. This is what should take place. 


"We now make available 3,000 tons of butter, whereas we were providing only 
1,200 tons through the 3rd month." 


In answer to a question on linkage between non-availability of supplies and 
overcrowding at the stores, the minister of Supply and Domestic Trade elaborated 
by saying: 


"Crisis is non-availability of an item, especially if that item were a basic 
good. This is a crisis. But when the item is available and the demand for it 
is great and it is made available daily, this is not considered a crisis. 


"In a timely endeavor by the Ministry of Supply to save the people and the 
employees of the state in particular, the ministry asked those concerned 
officials in government offices to send lists of the names of employees in 
order that we provide and distribute to them their supplies in their own 
offices so that they do not have to wait in lines in front of the cooperative 
stores. Thereby we hope that institutions, companies, and ministries will form 
local consumer goods centers in the interest of their employees." 


In regard to measures taken to help the meat situation in particular, Mr al- 
Hajj Khalil stated that, in the past, meat merchants used to receive fattened 
cattle, but the meat organization started slaughtering unfattened lambs which 
reduced the weight of meat. He added: "As soon as we felt that meat in the 
market was decreasing, we requested that the meat organization increase butchers’ 
allocations in Damascus. 


"Butchers who formerly received one animal for slaughter are now receiving 
two or more. 


"Likewise, we requested an increase in the cooperative stores' allocations for 
meat. This is what actually happened, but the difference in price being lower 
in Damascus when compared with other provinces made the people of other pro- 
vinces purchase their items from Damascus. The price of beef in Damascus is 
to be decided by the executive office of the provincial council which is 
charged with determining a appropriate price-fixing." 
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Mr al-Hajj Khalil concluded his talk with TISHRIN, saying, "It is our premise 
that there be no crisis nor quarrel over basic supply items, for these goods 
have priority over all imports. We hope that the citizen will have confidenc: 
that his needs will be met and will be met continuously. A little bit of 
order and a lot of self-confidence will produce results and will satisfy al] 
brother citizens and provide opportunities for the employees in the cooperative 
stores to serve in a better and stronger manner." 
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SYRIA 


IMPLEMENTATION OF AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS IN DAYR AL-ZAWR 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 12 Jun 86 p 7 


[Article: "Investigation of the Reality of Agricultural Crops in Dayr 
al-Zawr"] 


[Text] Agriculture plays a basic and important role in the life of the 
province of Dayr al-Zawr. Agriculture in the past used to fluctuate between 
high and low production or drought during different crop seasons. But today, 
after paying special attention to agriculture through large projects, huge 
dams, and gigantic land reforms, it was inevitable that the agricultural 
balance would be upset and moved to advanced stages in response to the 
ambition of the masses and recover large amounts of money spent on agriculture. 
Then what is the actual condition of agriculture? 


What Was Implemented From the Plan for Last Season's Crop? 


By following the agricultural plan figures, we find a big difference between 
what is set aside for areas of agriculture and quantities produced and what is 
delivered to the state. For example: The agricultural productive plan of 

the province for the crop season 1984-85 showed that the area which was culti- 
vated for yellow corn was 114,229 dunums which deviated from the original plan 
which was supposed to be 123,190 dunums. The quantities turned in to the 
fodder institution was less than 12,000 tons, whereas the minimum production 
of yellow corn defined by the Agricultural High Council exceeds 34,000 tons. 
This means that production is one-third of the minimum defined by the council. 


When we addressed the question, in this regard, to those responsible for 
agricultural operations, the responses were: bad weather conditions, poor 
soil conditions, and ignorance on the part of the farmers. Be aware that the 
farming of yellow corn was implemented at the expenses of a valuable and high- 
yielding crop, sesame, which yields a local market price of 114 Syrian pounds 
per kilogram whereas the price of a kilogram of corn did not exceed 300 Syrian 
piasters. 


However, the high production wheat which was farmed in large areas amounted to 
238,310 dunums, the production of which was estimated to be 87,000 tons. Only 
15,000 tons were turned in to the agricultural office. 
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Production Plan for the Current Year 


The area of farm land amounted to 152,144 hectars, of which 54,625 hectars are 
irrigated, 56,000 unirrigated, and 41,519 hectars unexploited. Out of this, 
7,000 hectars were taken from farm land in the village of al-Maslakhah as a 
result of land reformation. Likewise 2,620 hectars were taken in the villages 
of Dhayban and al-‘Asharah as a result of the reduction of irrigation. 
Construction was expanded at the expense of pastures and meadows in non- 
agricultural lands, as well as expansion of forestry at the expense of pastures 
and meadows. 


Saline land amounting to 41,519 hectars is being reclaimed. An average of 962 
hectars annually are taken out of investment because of land reformation. 

Also 2,845 hectars of fruit-bearing trees, 300 hectars of land being planted 
with fruit-bearing trees, 512 hectars of trefoils and 307 hectars of poplar 
trees were -xcluded from agricultural cycles. 


Therefore, the area of crops and vegetables lands amounted to 50,660 hectars in 
irrigated regions and 5,600 hectars in unirrigated regions. 


Sources of Irrigation 


Irrigation depends primarily on two rivers: the Euphrates and al-Khabur. 
These two irrigate an estimated 54,625 hectars. Distributing water to 
agricultural land depends on 2,775 water pumps on the Euphrates which irrigate 
48,018 hectars, and 994 water pumps on al-Khabur which irrigate 6,607 hectars. 
Wells are scarce in number and dependence on them for irrigation is very 
little. There are 11 wells in good condition for irrigation and watering 
livestock and pastures. There is a proposal for digging 19 additional wells 
in the Dayr al-Zawr desert. 


Concentrated Crops 


Areas set aside for major crops are as follows: 23,074 hectars of high 
yielding wheat; 24,625 hectars of cotton; 12,574 hectars of feed barley; 3,849 
hectars of sesame; 11,663 hectars of yellow corn; 1,581 hectars of yellow 

feed corn; 1,581 hectars of white feed corn; 990 hectars of barley; 300 hectars 
of lentils; 18,480 hectars of non-irrigated barley; 946 hectars of tomatoes; 
931 hectars of green beans. 


These crops were distributed among the public cooperatives and private sectors. 
The public sector had the large share and the plan expects production to reach 
69,222 tons of high-yielding wheat, 360 tons of lentils, 18,920 tons of tomatoes, 
64,025 tons of cotton, 23,326 tons of yellow corn, 63,240 tons of yellow feed 
corn, 30,330 tons of white feed corn, 150,888 tons of feed barley, and 14,784 
tons of barley. 


Fruit-bearing and Non-fruit-bearing Trees 


The 1985-86 harvest plan indicates that 4,411 olive trees yield 7.4 tons, 
70,713 grape vines yield 1,375.6 tons, 49,432 fig trees yield 1,829.6 tons, 











220,619 apricot trees yield 5,399.1 tons, 11,554 walnut trees yield 36.1 tons, 
155,401 apple trees yield 2,768.6 tons, 23,573 pear trees yield 589.3 tons, 
73,174 plum trees yield 513.5 tons, 97,844 green plum trees yield 2,935.3 tons, 
110,145 pomegranite trees yield 1,807.9 tons, and 15,793 almond trees yield 

798 tons. In addition, peach, quince, Allepo pistachio, lemon, orange, date, 
and mulberry trees amounted to 1,948,000 trees. 


Production of fruit-—bearing plants takes place in two centers of the province: 
(a) The Euphrates center area of 1,600 dunums. This center had to plant 
1,173,000 saplings, but 1,385,000 saplings were actually planted. (b) The 
agricultural center with area of 760 dunums. The plan was to plant 376,000 
saplings, but 542,400 saplings were actually planted. 


Planting of trees is distributed among Dayr al-Zawr nursery, which produces 
454,000 saplings annually; the forestry nursery of Abu Kamal, which produces 
50,000 annually; and the pastures earmarked for saplings, which produce 1.6 
million saplings per year. This is set forth in order to cover the region 
in vegetation, to restore pastures to their natural conditions, to protect 
the region from waves of dust, to fight desert expansion, to establish a 
green oasis, and to prevent sand dunes. 


Results of "181" Resolution Committee 


A committee was formed in the province named the Resolution 181 Committee, 
chaired by the director of agriculture. Its members include delegates from 

the party, from statistics, from food supplies, from the organization of grain 
manufacture and trade, from the farmers' union, from the fruit and vegetable 
company, and the president of the statistics and planning office. The committee 
surveyed the winter crop fields in order to estimate their areas and produc- 
tivity and thereafter concluded the following: the area formed for high- 
yielding wheat in irrigated regions is 236,290 dunums and the yield per dunum 
in 400 kilograms which covers an estimated productivity of 94,516 tons. The 
area farmed in regular wheat amounted to 7,1/70 dunums, with an estimated 

yield of 264 kilograms per dunum. Thus, the total of production is 1,893 tons. 
The area farmed in feed barley is 116, 278 dunums with a yield of 1,152 kilo- 
grams per dunum and a total of production of 113,952 tons. 


In the nonirrigated regions, the situation differs with regard to yield and 
production. The area farmed for high-yielding wheat is 162,752 dunums with a 
yield of 85 kilograms per dunum, producing 13,834 tons. Areas farmed in 
regular wheat amounted to 30,150 dunums, each dunum yielding 75 kilograms, 
with a total yield of 2,261 tons. Area farmed in barley is 410,340 dunums, 
yielding 880 kilograms per dunum, with a grand total of 26,827 tons. From 
these figures, reported by the 181 Resolution Committee and announced in its 
meeting on 27 April 1986, we find that according to estimates the total 
production of wheat is expected to reach 112,504 tons. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NAJIBULLAH ON RELATIONS, TALKS WITH PAKISTAN 
LD210919 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0515 GMT 21 Jul 86 


[Text] Kabul, 20 Jul [Date as received] (BAKHTAR)--If the opposite side at 
the Geneva talks on solution of the situation around Afghanistan does not 
limit the solution of the situation around Afghanistan only to the agreement 
on the withdrawal of the limited contingents of the USSR, and this question 
be solved with all basic unsolved issues, in that case the possibilities of 
reaching an agreement in the forthcoming Geneva talks between the two sides 
will be considerably enhanced. This was said by Najibullah, general secretary 
of the PDPA Central Committee at a press conference held here on the 19th 
Plenum of the PDPA CC. 


He stated that progresses have been made on the issue and the next round of 
talks is up coming between Afghanistan and Pakistan. However, the capitalists 
are only thinking about war. 


Najibullah said that Reagan pointed out at his meeting with the prime minister 
of Pakistan that Islamabad in the war against the DRA can count on the 
economic and political assistance of the U.S. 


We once again repeat that the DRA has always advocated the peaceful solution 
of the situation around Afghanistan. The people of Afghanistan have friendly 
sentiments toward the people of Pakistan and we wish that the relations between 
the two countries normalize as soon as possible, Comrade Naijbullah stressed. 


/9738 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NAJIBULLAH COMMENTS ON ‘NATIONAL’ PROBLEMS 
LD210929 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0520 GMT 21 Jul 86 


[Text] Kabul, 20 Jul (BAKHTAR)-—-The Politburo of the PDPA Central Committee 
has specific programs regarding the solution of the national problem but the 
realization of this program will be carried out stage by stage. This was 
stated by Najibullah, general secretary of the PDPA CC in reply to a question 
at a press conference held here today. 


The solution of this important question, said Najibullah, is dependent upon 
the socio-economic growth of the country. Resolution of the problem mainly 
involves the removal of economic and cultural backwardness and imbalances 
from some regions. 


Education in mother tongues, the expansion of radio-television broadcasts 
and newspaper publications in mother tongues can be achieved even today. 


Answering another question raised by TASS correspondent, Najibullah said that 
national reconciliation is the most important task of the Party and State of 
the DRA. What can be achieved in the socio-economic and political spheres is 
mostly dependent upon this factor, Najibullah emphasized. 


In view of its significance, a special commission has been set up on securing 
national reconciliation. The role of the patriotic clergymen in the 
revolutionary process is great and significant. The Party and State of the 
DRA will make every effort in establishing fevorable conditions for the 
observance of religious rites and traditions and for the improvement of 
material bases of the Islamic religion, such as building and repairing of 
mosques and others. 


/9738 
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AFGHANISTAN 


NAJIBULLAH ON PDPA, NFF, OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
LD210912 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0509 GMT 21 Jul 86 


[Text] Kabul, 20 Jul (BAKHTAR)--As a result of contacts and meetings taken 
place with the left-wing democratic organizations aimed at clarifying their 
positions, two left-wing democratic organizations have joined the PDPA, 
three others are on the threshold of joining the PDPA and another one has 
voiced its cooperation for the realization of the aspirations of the April 
Revolution, said Najibullah, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the PDPA Central Committee, at a press conference held here on the decision 
of the 19th Plenum of the PDPA CC. 


Dwelling upon other organizations and groups which are not included in the 
PDPA and the National Fatherland Front, Najib said that he would like to 
reiterate that the leadership of the DRA agree with the official recognition 
of any organization and group, although they do not come into the ranks of 
the PDPA, provided they act according to the laws of the DRA. 


The main task of the National Fatherland Front (NFF) constitutes the unifi- 
cation of all patriotic forces who are struggling irrespective of party and 
class links for national reconciliation, said general secretary of the PDA 
Cc. 


So far a few number of different groups and organizations have been included 
in the NFF. The NFF is a nation-wide organization, and individuals can also 
apply for its membership. The most important issue is administration and 
coordination. The NFF will become the basic organizer and initiator of debate 
concerning the draft of the new constitution of the DRA, said Najibullah 
general [as received] of the PDPA CC. 
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OFFICIAL ELABORATES ON STATUS OF REFUGEES IN IRAN 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Jul 86 p l 


[Text] 


TEHRAN -- A top official from 
the Interior Ministry said ‘all 
possible facilities are being 
provided to Afghan refugees 
who are considered in the 
Islamic Republic of, Iran as 
most honorable guests’, 

Iran's Council for Afghan 
Refugees Chairman Hassan 
Bashir said that the flow of the 
Afghan refugees in Iran from 
Afghanistan has increased after 
2 month or so when Najibollah 
came into power in Kabul. 


Bashir in an interview with - 


the TEHRAN TIMES said, 
Najibollah started a propagan- 
da offensive in favor of the 
Sovict-backed regime in his 
country which lured many 
innocent Afghans who went to 
that country but finally came 
back with more frustrations. 

“Of course they found the 
things there worse following a 
shift in the’ so-called leader- 
ship,” he said. 

Millions of Afghans fled 
from their country after the 
occupation of their country by 
the Soviet Union in December 
1979. Since then Kremlin 
leaders engineered coup after 
coup in order to crush the 
popular movement of the 
Afghan Moslems for the popu- 
lar system of government in 
their country. 

In May Najibullah was 
replaced by Babrak Karmal as 
the ruling party chief and he 
gradually captured most of the 
powcrs in the landlocked coun- 
try. A former intelligence chief 


Najibullah after taking over the | 


power appealed to all the 
Afghans living abroad to come 
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back to the country and join 
him for the so-called recons- 
truction of Afghanistan. Appa- 


rently, he also propagated that 


there will be religious freedom 
in the country which attracted 


_very many Afghans who retur- 
‘ned and finally came back 


4 


‘with more frustration.” 

Exodus of the Afghan 
refugees reached its peak when 
the Soviet-Afghan forces 
bombed _ several _ residential 
areas including the areas 
around Herat, Bashi said. 

Bashir, however, said 
according to the latest _ statis- 
tics the Afghan refugees in Iran 
are 1.8 to 2 million who are 
scattered in various parts of the 
country. The exact number 
goes up and down as the refu- 
gees go and come to Iran, he 
said, adding that the refugees 
are free to do so. 

Bashir refuted the recently 
published reports that Iran was 
forcing Afghan refugees to go 
to the war fronts and that a 
large number: of Afghan refugees 


“went back to Afghanistan from 


Iran. 

He said, “A good number 
of Afghan refugees offered 
their services as volunteers 
for the war fronts but their 
offers were very politely turn- 
ed down by the Islamic autho- 
rities.”’ 

Well, we do not need. the 
services of our guests in the 
country for the war front be- 
cause the Iranian Moslems are 
énoughs, who are ready to fight 
for their belief and to defend 
their country,” Bashir said. 

On the facilities provided 
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to the Afghan refugecs he said, 
“When these brothers (refuge- 
es) come to Iran they are in 
very bad shape...in many cases 
they are sick and have no per- 
sonal belongings.. they are illi- 
terate and so cn...” 

Bashir said that the Iranian 
officials have a set plan for 
their rehabilitation. For that 
naturally huge money is spent 
on them for their every day 
needs, health and sanitation 
and education, he added. 

On the assistance of the 


‘United Nations High Commis- 


sion for the Refugecs 
(UNHCR) Bashir said, “Until 
1983 we did not receive any 
assistance from the world body 
and now whatever we are get- 
ting from the UNHCR is more 
than one percent of what we 
are spending on the Afghan 
refugees.” 

Comparing with Pakistan 
Bashir said the UNHCR provi- 
des financial assistance 20 
times more to that country 
than Iran for the Afghan refu- 
gees. He did not give details. 

Commenting on the Iraqi 
refugees in Iran he said around 
500,000 Iraqi refugees are in 
Iran and pointed out that these 
are other than those I[ranian- 
origin Iraqis who have been 
expelled by the Iraqi regime. 

Recently, the number of 
Iraqi refugees has gone up and 
between 100 to 150 Iraqi refu- 
gees are coming every week, he 
said, adding that ‘teachers, pro- 
fessors, physicians and high 
Army officials are included in 
the group of the Iraqi refuge- 
es. 


ERSHAD, FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING IN KATHMANDU 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 3 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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KATHMANDU, Jvly 2 
(BSS): Nepalese King Birondra 
gnd President Ershad hadag ~ 
esclusivo meeting atthe Nara- — 
yay royal palece® iasting — 
90 niinutes a Bangladesh official 
spokesman said. 

President Exshad now in the : 
Nepalese capital arrived here 
yestsrday on a threc-day state © 
visit as the curreot Chairman of 
the SAARC summit. The visit 
was in pursuance of the decision 
of the summit. 


The foreign ministers of the 
two countries Humayun Rasheed 
(Choudhury aod  Shailendra 
ssumar Upadhyaya assisted by 
the Fespoctive foreign secretaries 
ar. the two ambassadors met 
seperately for official talks io 
the palace. The two foreiga 
ministers met earlier yesterday 
afternoon at the Nepalese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
This was the first moeting 
between the two foreign ministers 
since the SAARC summit io 
Dhaka last December. : 


Both the countries were : 
the view that SAARC m a 
explore the possibilities o Rcd 
ing into concrete operational - 
programmes, the spokesman said. 
The two foreign ministers were 
of the view that activities among 
the SAARC countries in relation 
to international economic. issues 
might be coordinated. Three 
ministerial level SAARC meetings 
—on international economic 
issuo, role of women in develo- 
pment and terrorism had taken 
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place since the first summit. The . 
foreign ministers took tbis oppo- 
rtuaity to review the outcome of 
the earlier meetings. 

The spokesman said bdilate- 
ral issues were also discussed in 
the meeting. Some study has 
‘already been done for four joint 
venture projects between Bang- 
ladesh and Nepal, namely, 
quarrying of boulders, pharma- 
ceuticals, jute carpets ‘and 
cement... 

The foreign ministers agreed 
that such studies should be com- 
pleted soon, the spokesman 
said. I¢ was further decided 
in the meeting that Bangladesh - 
Nepal Joint Economic Commis 
sion SUEC) would have its next 
meoting some time in September 
in caheantn.. The finante 
ministers of both couatries are , 
the cochairmen of JEC. 


The spokesman said matters 
—— to trade between the 
tw were alse discu- 
ont inthe meeting. It was 
agreed that efforts should be 
es for both diversification and . 
intensification of trade be- 
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tween the two countries in order 


‘to increase the volume and also 


to attain balance. 

A wide range of internatio- 
nal issues were also discussed in 
the meeting between the two 
foreign ministers and there was 
alarge degree of ‘moeocting of 
mind‘s* between the two countries 
oo those issues, the spokesman 
added. ; 

The meeting “was held ina 


| friendly and cordial atmosphere. 








PRESS AGENCY INTERVIEWS SOVIET AMBASSADOR 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 14 Jul 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


Soviet Ambassador V.G. 
Beliaev bas said close ties 
Bangladesh aod the USSR exis- 
ting from the days of indepen- 
deace Of Bangladesh have many 
potential avenues to develop 
further based On mutual respect 
and benefit. : 

Talking to BSS,he said 
both Bangladesh and Soviet. 
oe 

ems, territor 
political and military a. 
tions in bilateral relations. ‘So 
there is nothing to destroy our. 
weapon Apes good relations 
as equal sovereign partners.” . 

He said both Bangladesh and 
Soviet Union aspire to build a 

world .free of any arms 
conflict or arms Jrace. . “We live 
to strengthen the move for world 
peace for improving the living 
condition on eatth” he said. 

Describing the bilateral re- 
lations as good and having 
prospect for future Mr. Beliaev — 
ssid, “Wehave very positive 
results in technical and econo- 
mic cooperation between us." 

In this context, he mention- 
ed about Soviet meaningful co- 
operation with Bangladesh ‘ia 
building Ghorasal power geneta- 

ition project and geological research 
for ofl and gas resource. He. 
said till date about a thousand 
Bangladesh students have uae 
ted from SOviet educational insti. 
tutions and sevetal hundred are 
there pursuing higher studies. 


The Soviet envoy said both 
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p , 
multi-purpose . and lay .; 
rail lines ay and | 
Chalna port. He said feasibility 
study conducted by Sovict experts . 


Me Beliaev said Bangladesh 
and Soviet Union are constant 


trade partacrs and his country - 


has beea diversifying its buying 
list from this country to promote - 


Bangladesh's exports. He men: | 
tioned about Soviet decision to - 
from Bangladesh - 


A this commodity. hore faced 


crisis dut to imposition of restric- © 


tlon by some ceuntrics. 


- He spoke = cn ge og 
increasingly important role io 
jaternational fora and said, ‘‘We 
welcoae all achisvements of your 
couatry, We noticed Bangladesh: 


aod its leaders playiog active . 
role in-egional affairs aandin 


the evolution of SAARC. 


The Soviet envoy said, “More °. 
and more Bangladesh's voice is. 
heard io inateroational Geclds | 


which manifested Bangladesh's 
portant role in international 
fora.” -Bangladesh today enjeys:. 


respect of world community, he — 


said adding: Bangladesh and. 
the Soviet Union agree'in pria- 
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arms race and 

of outer space to secute a better 
abode for mankind on earth and 
use resources drained out for 
arms build-up for the welfare of 
the mankiad. 

Mc. Beliaev said Bangladesh 
Foreiga Minister Humayun 
Rasheed Chowdhury's election 
as the Chairman of the 41st 
General Session of the United 
Nations is a vivid proof of 
Sospect Bangladesh commands in 

, inteenational community aod her 
, Contribution to world peace. © 


{  Speakiog about his country's 
peace initiative, the Soviet 
eavoy said all peace loving . 
people and governments should 
strengthen the move to secure 
a world free from arms build up 
including chemical weapons and 
plan to militarite the outer space. 
Resources thus saved could be 
used for the welfare of mankind, 
he observed. 

Ia this context, he referred 
to his country’s proposal for 
holding conference on -ioternati- 
Onal security aod observed that 
no country has the right to 
endanger the survival of mankind. 
He spoke of Soviet morato- 
rium of ouclear test. Speaking 
about disarmament for develop- 
ment he said the move for secur- 
ing disarmaneat has been geio- 


ciple to the concept of reducing 
non-milit 


‘log momentum in the people 


the world over. | 








KHALEDA, OTHERS ARRESTED FOR ANTIGOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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Ramna police yesterday 
registered a case on various 
charges against BNP chief and 
Soven-party alliance leader 
Begum Khaleda Zia and 2009 
others. 

The charges covered by 10 


sections of Criminal Procedure 


Code of BPC icclude attempt to 
murder, assault on public serv- 


ants, rioting during the dsmons- , 


tration ia observence of ‘biack 


‘day’ making the first session 


of the parliament. 

They have also been 

implicated with the iucidents 
of explosions of crackers at 
the Bangla Motor inter-aection 
where a_ processionof thhe 
BNP-led Seven-party alliance 
was iatercepted by the riot 
police. - 
Tbe processionists were 
marching towards the parliament 
to protsst against holding of its 
session. : 

According to police, besides 
wiiac, Principal Ershadullah of 
Democratic Leaguo, Advocate 


Abu Zatst of NAP (Bhasbaai), | 


Shamsul Atefla Kheh of United, 
People’s Party and Nazrul Islam 
of Jatiyatabad! Sramik Dal. 
Boguc: Zia ssid that the so- 
called opposition and the govesa- 
meut were cogaged io an attempt 
to befool the people inside and | 
Outside the parliament. She said 


thei¢ absence in the parliament 


did o0¢ make any sense Since they 
took Oath and started enjoying 
the privileget of MP's. 
She said, Today's opposition 
while fa power, lotsoduced oue- 
atty tule aod banned all but - 


our newspapers. And the . 


present goveroment has started 
n similar process of closing 
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down the oewspapers by uot 
giving advertisements. tothe - 


indepeadent aswspapers. 

In an oblique reference to 
Sheik Hasina’s recent attack on 
Ziaur Rebman she said her 
party wanted to behave politi- 
cally but if it were subject 
to personal att acks it would 


be compelled to hit back. . 


In this connection she 
monotioned thatthe people did 
not forget those days when life 


of the common man became - 
miserable with famine, iasecurity, 


formation of different private 


- forces, hijacking and looting. 


She said that the nation 


today’ was faciog a situation . 


’ similar to early seventies. Prices 


e action. , 
The rally was‘followed bya - 
protest march that coded up at ~ 


{ 





of essential commodities had 
already gone beyond the reach 
of common people. 
were not getting the fair 
prices of their products and the 


goverameat had o0 appropriate © 
_ action plan to face this. She 


said all these were being done 
to make the country a gubser- 
vient nation. . 


She called upon ait the — 


patriotl forces to come for-. 
ward to resist this¢read and to 


wage @ united movement forthe ~ 


restoration of democracy. 


Io this connection she — 
. aoovouaced that the Seven-party ~ 


alliaoce would / stage protest 


_ tallies, and protest marcties 


from today (Saturday) through 
July 15, After that they would 
eonouace thelr wext course of 


Mouchak via Bijoyoagar, Santi- 
pagar aud Malibag. 


Farmers . 
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FORMER INSURGENT JOINS BANGLADESH COMMUNIST PARTY 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 4 Jul 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 
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~ One-time Maoist leader and 
Naxalite _< ne - Wahbidur 
Rahman, ao independent MP 


' from Naogaon,  yesterda 


y 
announced his solidarity and 
formal association with the 
Communist Party of Ba xgladesh 
(CPB) raising the number of its 
MBPs from five to six. 

Addressing a press eonfer- 
ence at the cea.cal office of CPB 
he said that he had been attrac- 
ted towards the CPB because of 
its ‘revolutionary activities’’ io 
organising a democratic revolu, 


tion aiming at jestablishment of - 


socialism in Bangladesh on the 
basis of correct evaluation of 
national and international situa- 
tion and its pioneering role ia 
the current political situation. 

_ Wahidur Rahman _ was flao- 
ked on hisleft by CPB General 
Secretary Mohammad Farhad 


aod on his right by other leaders _ 


of the party at the press confer- 
ence. Farhad lent assistance to 
him whispering iato his ears 
answers to the intricate ques- 


tions of journalists relating to his 


**revolut actions’ ia the 
past that had led to death of 
many political . leaders aod 
workers after independence of 
the country. Y 
Narrating the background 
of his joining the CPB he said, I 


come to realise from the long expa- 


rionce of ultra-leftist politics that 

‘ parsuing the path of Naxalbari- 

. type insurgency instead of con- 
soiidating the spirit of the war 
of independence we had drifted 
away from our goal aod dreams 
and reached a point of uncer- 
a ae darkoess.” 


esald, ‘the split ofthe - 


communist party in- 1966 on the 


pleaiof Moscow-Peking contra- | 


diction was not correct at all, Io 


sixtics the political and organisa- 
tional line adopted by the follow- 


ers of the politics of conflict aad 
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_ disunity who were identified as 


“ was ja rea suici- 


di e @ fi 
po from th Tanto Ihave 


wines 7 pe wpe ‘ 
tobe) oy bythe journalist 


_ organised an “armed struggle” 
gove 


social imperialism soon after 

the pre py eof the country ry. 
3 “quest 

denied that the Awaasi League. 
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t-te 


government was then called . 


& Puppet government by them. 


He advised the - questioner . 
docu- 


to go the 
meats of bis thea party to cheok 


‘He told a questioner that 
the armed clashes ia Atral were 
uoruly ae, nes ia the 


the press that - Wahidus Rah- 
man’s joining the CPB had rais- 
ed the number of its MPs from 
fiveto. six, Asa result, the 
place of’ the party is 
next to Awami ‘League in the 
ey alliance and fourth 


‘acmong all parties -la the parlia- 
ot, - 


ment, he added. 

Heo said that they would sit 
io the parliament freeing it from 
the clutches of martial law 
through movement. 














SMUGGLING BY RIVER ROUTES FROM INDIA SAID TO INCREASE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Jul 86 p 2 


[Text ] 
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SERAJGANJ, July 9: With 

oe tise in water og * = 
amuns, smugg 

routes from India to Bangladesh 

has been lotensified. 


It A yg ecmugglidg 
stops ) ‘scason Ww 
water level falls io the Jamuas. 
But inthe rainy season the 
a - active jo 
carrying on with . theig . ill- 

It is gathered that the smug- 
gied lncluding cotton yaro 


spices, dyes and chemi- 
‘cals from Dbabri io - ladia 


brought boat *Arat 
ghat's at Schteoer Khidrama 


hate and bazars. , 
© B stease that pe smuge- | 


These smuggled goods are 
also carried by train from 
Ishurdi to Jamtali uoder Kamar- 
khand upazila. Huge quantity 
of cotton yarn are 
u at Jamtali railway 
station everyday. Later on, 
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tia, M » Betil and Boayet- 
district. After 
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POWER DISRUPTION 


ave become a regular pheno- 
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BRIEFS 


INDONESIAN AMBASSADOR NAMED--Mr. Mohamad Achirul Aen has been appointed 
Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia to Bangladesh, Foreign Office said on 
Tuesday, reports BSS. Mr. Aen joined foreign service in 1954 and prior to his 
present assignment was Head of Bureau for Development and Analysis, the ASEAN 
National Secretariat, Department of Foreign Affairs, Jakarta. [Text] [Dhaka 
THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Jul 86 p 3] /13104 


NEW PLO ENVOY--Dr. Harun-or-Rashid, President of the International Committee 
of the World University Service on Sunday expressed firm belief that the 
Palestinian people would achieve victory in their struggle for freedom and 
emancipation from the Zionist yoke. He was addressing a seminar at the D.U. 
TSC auditorium to accord a reception to Mr. Muhammad Shatazorab, the newly 
appointed representative of P.L.O. in Bangladesh. Organised by the Bangladesh 
Human Rights Youth Council the reception was presided over by Mr. M. Akbar 
Khan, President of the organisation. The function was addressed among others 
by Dr. Emajuddin Ahmed the two former ambassadors Sayeed Abdus Sultan and 

Mr Atauir Rahman. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Jul 86 

p 8] /13104 


MESSAGE FROM MOSCOW--The Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union has 
congratulated Mr Mizanur Rahman Chowdhurry on his appointment as the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh, reports BSS. The Soviet Ambassador in Bangladesh, Mr 
V G Beliaev, personally handed over the congratulatory message to the Prime 
Minister at his residence on Sunday, said an official handout. In the 
message, the Council of Ministers said: “We express the hope that your 
activity at this high post will contribute to the further development of 
relations between the Soviet Union and Bangladesh for the benefit of the 
people of our countries in the interests of strengthening world peace and 
international security”. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 
Jul 86 p 8] /13104 


AMBASSADOR TO JORDAN--The government has decided to concurrently accredit Mr 
Hedayet Ahmed, at present Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Kingdom of Saudi 


Arabia, as Ambassador of Bangladesh to Jordan, reports BSS. [Text] [Dhaka 
THE NEW NATION in English 10 Jul 86 p 3] /13104 
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INDIA 


REPORT ON GANDHI ADDRESS TO MAURITIUS NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
BKO51704 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 5 Jul 86 


[Text] The prime minister has warned the international community that if apar- 
theid is not ended peacefully in South Africa, the world might witness the worst 
bloodbath since the Second World War. That, he said, means that mandatory sanc- 
tions should be imposed against the Pretoria regime without any further delay. 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi was addressing a special session of the Mauritius National 
Assembly in Port Louis today. He described the South African people's battle 

as a battle of the whole of humanity and declared that India stands solidly 
with then. 


All-India Radio's special correspondent, Manohar Takroo, says it was a historic 
occasion for the National Assembly, which -had been called to a special session 
to hear Mr Gandhi's address. The privilege of addressing the assembly is ex- 
tended to few dignitaries. Among them had been Mrs Indira Gandhi, who addressed 
the house in August 1982. The first elected members of the house were sworn 

in in 1886 and both the speaker of the Assembly and the Mauritius prime minister, 
Mr Jugnauth, remarked there could be no better way to observe the centennial 
than to be addressed by the prime minister of the largest democracy in the world. 


In a hardhitting speech, Mr Gandhi told the Mauritian legislators that in South 
Africa there is a combination of the worst perfidy that has disfigured history, 
mainly by racism, colonialism, militarism and tyranny. Namibia is held in throes 
in defiance of the expressed will of the international community. 


Referring to the Indian Ocean, Mr Gandhi reaffirmed India's support to Mauritius 
in its demand for the restoration of its sovereignty over the Chagos archipelago, 
which he said is Mauritian territory by right. The policy of having bases on 
foreign soil is an old imperialism in a new garb. 


The prime minister said that people of India and Mauritius are bound by common 
experiences, especially in the context of their diversity of race, language 

and religion. He spoke of the eternal value which has guided India's leaders, 
and said that the world has never been in such dire need of tolerance as it 

is today. He said India will always be with Mauritius in building a prosperous 
and strong country and for a peaceful world community. 


Later, the prime ministers of the two countries had a session of formal talks, 


at which the international situation and measures to foster closer ties were 
discussed. Among those present from the Indian side were the external affairs 
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minister, Mr Shiv Shankar; the minister of state, Mr Eduardo Falsiro; and the 
minister of state for personnel and administrative reforms, Mr Chidambaram. 
On the occasion, two agreements for a credit of 5 crore rupees each were signed. 


Mr Jugnauth hosted a lunch in honor of the prime minister. Later, addressing 

a news conference the prime minister said the idea of sanctions is not to damage 
the interest of the Commonwealth members but to bring round South Africa to 
abolish apartheid. He said a Commonwealth package will have to be prepared 

to help countries which will be adversely affected by the sanctions when the 
Commonwealth asks member countries to impose them against South Africa. The 
issue will be examined at next month's mini—Commonwealth summit in London when 
the report of the _minent persons greup is considerel. 


Briefing newsmen about the 90 minutes of talks between the two prime ministers, 
an official spokesman said a number of areas for increased bilateral cooperation 
were considered. Among these are fisheries, agro-industries, more training 
facilities for Mauritians, and assistance in running air services of Mauritius. 
The joint commission will examine these matters further. Also a Mauritian team 
has been invited to come to India in September for detailed discussion. The 
reports of the news conference are still coming in. 
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INDIA 


U.S. SUPPORT TO PAKISTAN SEEN BELYLNG FRIENDSHIP TO INDIA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jul 86 p 4 


[Editorial: "Under U.S. Protection" ] 


umbrella over Pakistan when in 1971 a task force of . 
the Seventh Fleet led by an aircraft carrier was sent 
~ post-haste to intervene in the Bangladesh war. The rev- 
elation of US-Pak collusion contained in the excerpts ‘ 
of intelligence reports published by the Iranian stu- 
dents who seized the US embassy in Teheran in the late 
70s, therefore, does not come as a surprise in this coun- | 
try. It may, however, be useful in convincing those who | 
peddle the opiate that the US is willing and eager to im- | 
prove relations with India that any such desire on the . 
part of Washington will be circumscribed by its com- .. 
mitments to Pakistan. There is.an influential lobby in - 
India that wants Indians to believe that the Seventh ° 
Fleet task force was only making a gesture to give Paki- 
stan an impression of support and that it never had any .; 
intention of threatening India militarily; that it would | 
be used merely to evacuate US nationals from Bangla- 
desh. This explanation flies in the face of what‘the US 
did in Grenada under the same pretext not long ago. . 
That it was unable to arrive off the coast of Bangladesh : 
earlier was because it was involved in the Vietnam War | 
and not quite prepared to detach an aircraft carrier task 
force from the Pacific to the Indian Ocean in time to’ 
deal with India. It is also not surprising that Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto and Pakistani leaders should feel that the — 
US had let them down. i 3 
Not any more. The US has since rectified the lacuna 
that prevented it from rapidly deploying its naval and | 
air forces in the Indian Ocean littoral. It has extended , 
the jurisdiction of thé Seventh Fleet into the Indian ‘ 
Ocean and has. set up the Central Command © 
(CENTCOM) with a rapid deployment force (RDF) 
whose “area of concern” includes Pakistan and the — 


[Text] [= became painfully aware of the extent of the US ° 


f 
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_ whole of Jammu and Kashmir. The CENTCOM is sup- 
ported in its logistics by the air and naval base at Diego 
Garcia due south of India and facilities ‘in Somalia, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Oman to react, ta any emer- ; 
gency within a day or two anywhere in the Arabian Sea, : 
the Bay ‘of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. 'India stands *; 
smack in the-centre. The inclusion of Jammu and _ 
Kashmir in the “area of concern” of the rapid deploy- , 
ment force's by itself indicative of US intentions vis-a-"* 
vis India and Pakistan. | 

The revelation in the Setedins papers that the US has i 
given security assurances to Pakistan which go beyond - : 
the ambit of the “Eisenhower Doctrine” of containment « 
of communism hag now been bolstered by. the means of 4 4 
rapid intervention on behalf of all countries. with which 
the US has bilateral security arrangements. The failure 
of the US to stop Pakistan nuclear weapons programme 

' coupled with the simultaneous infusion of conventional 

hardware for the Pakistan army, air force and even the . 
Navy is meant to give Pakistan enough wherewithal to | 
wage war successfully till the US is able to come to its 
assistance physically. This ig a factor Indian planners 
must take into account while peepee - sanged of 
India. | 
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INDIA 


PAPERS REPORT SOVIET DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT 


Part of ‘Normal Exchange' 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 18 Jul 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


New Delhi, July 17: Mr Mikhail 

Kapitsa, deputy foreign minister 
of the Soviet Union, today delli- 
vered a “special message” from 
the Soviet leader, Mr Mikhail 
Gorbachyov, to tne Prime Minis- 
ter, Mr Rajiv Gandhi. The con- 
tents of the message were not 
disclosed. 

Mr Kapitsa, who arrived here 
this morning as a special envoy 
of Mr Gorbachyov, held detailed 
discussions with the foreign 
secretary, Mr A.P. Venkateswar- 
an, and later met the minister of 
state for external affairs, Mr 
K.R. Narayanan. He is due to. 
meet the external affairs minis-. 

_ ter, Mr P. Shiv Shankar, and the 
chairman of the policy advisory 
committee, Mr G. Parthasarathy, 

tomorrow. 

Mr Kapitsa, who is the Soviet 
Union's leading expert on China, 
was believed to have discussed 
the recent Chinese intrusion 
into Arunachal Pradesh with Mr 


HINDU Analyst's 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Jul 86 p 1 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, July 17. 

The Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, 
has sent special emissaries to all the six coun- 
tries—India, Mexico, Sweden, Greece, 
Tanzania and Argentina—that are signatories 
to the four continental appeal for nuclear dis- 
armament, to explain the latest Soviet position 
on the proposed test ban agreement. 


The Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister, Mr. 


Mikhail Kapitsa, arrived in Delhi today with a 
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‘ Venkateswaran, particularly in 


view of the seventh round of 
Indo-Chinese border talks begin- 
ning on Monday in Beijing. Mr 
Venkateswaran is leading the 
Indian delegation. Mr Kapitsa 
has led several delegations to 
the Sino-Soviet border talks and 
has played a major role in for- 
rulating Soviet policy on China. 

The Soviet deputy minister’s 
visit was officially described as a 
part of the normal Indo-Soviet 
exchange at various levels. 
Apart from China, he is under- 
stood to have discussed the dis- 
armament issue, on which Soviet 
and Indian perceptions differ, as 
well as the general security 
situation in the region. He is also 
learnt to have briefed the Indian 
leaders on Soviet-US relations. — 


Mr Kapista’s visit is being 
seen as a follow-up to Mr Shiv 
Shankar’s tour to Moscow last 
month. 


Report 


paws message from Mr. Gorbachev to the 
rime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, spelling out 
his latest thinking on all aspects of the nuclear 
problem. 

The Soviet leader has taken this initiative, be- 
fore the Heads of Government of these six coun- 


- tries meet in Mexico City next month, to renew 


thei: appeal to the nuclear weapon powers, es- 
pecially the U.S. and the Soviet Union, to halt 
all further tests, pending an agreement on a pha- 
sed reduction of their stockpiles, leading, step 
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by step, to an elimination of all nuclear’ wea- in London on South Africa, which will be fol- 


pons. _ lowed by the Mexico summit. A jot of prepara- 
Happy augury: The talks that the special: tory work js being done in Delhi to press for- 
Soviet emissaries are having in the capitals of ward India’s efforts to exert all possible pres- 
these six countries coincide with the latest under- sures on Britain to fall in line with the proposed 
standing reached between Moscow and Wa- limited sanctions against the Pretoria regime 
shington to resume the talks broken off six without ‘carrying the campaign to the point of 
years ago on a comprehensive testban. breaking the Commonwealth on this issue. 
Though these talks will be held within the fra- .. The Summit, on the other hand, does 
mwork of the dialogue on a balanced ‘not expect’ the two superpowers to agree over- 
reduction of both -range and medium-range ‘night on a test ban without protracted agate 
missiles as well as space weapons, the very tions on verification. It is aimed at mobilising 
fact that the two superpowers have agreed to wore Cobian satin De GENS © 9 estee 
resume the test ban negotiations without any . trophic. conflict if no timely steps are taken to 
grecpeditions Sab come 68 © Nivey Supsy © | ‘halt the calamitous nuclear arms race. 
the forthcoming six-nation summit in xiCo ' Special : But the talks that Mr 
The Heads of Government of these six coun- _Kapitsa ie having in will not be limited to 
tries decided to meet in Mexico in August. to‘ ‘the nuclear issue, since the very nature of the 
renew their appeal for nuclear disarmament, star- . special Indo-Soviet relationship enables the 


i 
; 


ting with a comprehensive test ban treaty, on 
“4 President, Mr. 


the assumption that the U.S. views On many other matters of mutual interest. 
Ronsls Pesgen ond Mi. Gasasey sas hove stints and in ohees an he 
t summit in September in Washing- 9g present state 

= Soviet relations or the implications of the latest 


ton. And despite the prevailing uncertainty 
about the timing of this Soviet-American sum- 
mit, they have decided to go ahead with their 


9 
$ 
8 
z 
3 
Q, 
z 


ound of Sino-indian official-level discussions. 


“ 


own conclave in Mexico City next month. : A former ambassador to Pakistan, Mr. Kapi- 

Foreign policy events: The two major foreign tsa is also a well known expert on China. And 
policy events next month, from India's point of he has been closely associated with all phases 
view, will be the mini-Commonwealth summit, of the Sino-Soviet talks, having initiated the di- 


alogue In Beijing, to break the ice. 
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IRAQ TO SUPPLY CRUDE OIL AGAINST DUES REPAYMENT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jul 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


Baghdad, July 17 (UNI)— 


Iraq has agreed to pay 60 per cent 
of the he a payment of $ - 
200 million to India due to 1986 - 
in the form of crude oil. 


The remaining 40 per cent — 


dues have been deferred fora pe-. 
riod of three years. 5 


An agreement to this effect ; 
was reached here last night be-  , 
tween visiting Indian delegation || 
and Iraqi officials. Joint secre- 
tary, in the Commerce Ministry J ° : 
N Rengen and Iraqi Deputy Com- 
munication and Transport, Min-. ; 
ister Ghassan Ridhwan signed , 


the agreement on behalf of their . 
respective countries. 

India which imports about 2.5 ° 
million tonnes, of crude oil-from | 


Iraq will under the agreement, 
_ pay in cash, 50 per cent of the 


crude imports. The remaining 50 
per cent will be adjusted against . 
the outstanding Iraqi dues to In- ; 


4600/1977 
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Iraq. 


and developmental projects in | 


An Indian delegation arrived. 
here on Saturday last and held de-, 
tailed discussions with Iraqi offi- j 


dials to finalise the agreement. °: 


The price of Iraqi crude will be; 


market related and the agreement, 
calls for negotiations, tor the new . 
’ terms each year. me 


Nearly 60 Indian companies, - 
: including the’ National Building 
, Construction ‘Corporation and ; 
Indian , ;}Railway Construction 
Corporation w*ll be benefited by 
, the agreement. 
_  The«problem of: outstanding 
, dues with Iraq cropped up in 1983 . 


‘ because of the continuing Gulf 


war following which the Iraqi 
government requested India for : 


dian ¢ompanies, which had exe- :: 
‘cuted a number ‘of construction . 


‘Sf 


4 


‘ 


t 


‘deferement of dues for a period of . 
two years. ‘Similar requests were. 


- made for' 1984-85 payments. 
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INDIA, BENIN TO STEP UP BILATERAL COOPERATION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Jul 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


/9317 


India and Beinin on ‘Thursday decided 
to strengthen bilateral cooperation and 
activate trade through chambers of 
commerce and businessmen, reports 
UNI. 

According to the agreed minutes of 
the discussions between External Af- 
fairs, Commerce Minister P Shiv 
Shankar and Benin Foreign Minister 
Ferderic Affo, the two countries will 
sign an agreement on economic and 
technical cooperation when Mr Shiv 
Shankar visits Benin. The dates for the 
visit will be decided later. . 

India agreed to make available to 
the West African country its techno- 
logical expertise in the fields of agricul- 
ture, fisheries, animal husbandry, 
small scale industries, exploitation of 
petroleum reserves and railways. 

A delegtion of Indian experts will 
visit Benin to identify specific projects 
for projects for cooperation: and to 
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work out methods for their 
implementation. 

In turn, Benin experts will visit 
India for a first hand study of Indian 
accomplishments in similar projects. 

The Indian side expressed its readi- 
ness to consider favourably Benin’s re- 
quest for fellowships and scholarships 
for training of its citizens in certain 
areas. 4 

Exchange of experiences in the field 
of museum and public health also fig- 


ures in the agreement. Exchanges and 


cooperation between the libraries, ar- : 
chives and the museums of the two’ 


countries would also be encouraged, 
the release said. 

The agreed minute were signed in 
the presence of the two Foreign Minis- 
ters by Mr N P Jain, secretary in the 
External Affairs Ministry, and Coffi M 
Randolph, director of Asia department 
in the Benin Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs and Cooperation. 
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GORKHA LIBERATION FRONT DEMANDS SEPARATE STATE 


Letter to Gandhi 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 16 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


Darjeeling, July 15: The Gorkha 
National Liberation Front presi- 
dent, Mr Subhash Geishing, has 
given an ultimatum to the Prime 
Minister for a verdict on. its 
demand for a separate state be- 
fore Darjeeling and other hill 
areas “go up in flames” on July 
27. The Gorkhas are scheduled ‘ 
to burn Article 7 of the 1950 
Indo- Nepal Treaty “in every 
home in every village” on that 
day. 

In a letter dated July 9, Mr 


Geishing informed Mr. Rajiv’ 


Gandhi that following a resolu- 
tion adopted at the June 29 
GNLF meeting, the treaty would 
be burnt by the more than six 
million victimised Gorkhas in 
India to protest against the gov- 
ernments of both India and Nep- 


al for signing an agreement | 
which went against the will of, 


the people. A copy of the letter | 
has been sent to King Birendra 
of Nepal seeking a verdict on the. 
issue before July 27. 

The letter pointed out that the, 
Treaty labelled the whole set-.' 
tled ethnic race of the Gorkhas | 
as foreigners, immigrants or re- 
ciprocal people with domicile : 
status. It was being interpreted , 
to say that all Gorkhas had come 
to India after 1950. 
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? “Mr Geishing argued that even! 
‘if they came with cessation of; 
the territory, the Gorkhas still. 

; had every legal right to claim. 
' citizenship on the basis of the. 

; incorporation of territory as: 
‘mentioned ‘in the: Citizenship; 
| Act of 1955 ih a footnote. They) 
‘also had.the.right.to demand a; 
‘separate state of Gorkhaland: 
within the Indian Union “for-the. 

_ Sake of their clear Indian identi- 
ty, homeland and destiny.” - - 
Mr Geishing has been holding r 

, 2 series of public meetings in the _ 
" outskirts of Darjeeling, specially ; 
; in rural and tea gardens areas, to 
mobilise support for his latest ; 
; action plan, The meetings are’ { 
¢ particularly aimed at coordinat- |; 
‘ ing the burning of Article 7 in ; 
every corner of the district: 
simultaneously at 12.30 pm on: { 
! July 27: The success of this prog: : 
¥ 





ramme would give a clear indica- ° 
+ tion: of: the: GNLF’s grassroots 
support and a fresh thrust to the, ; 

; movement which had kept low, ;. 

‘ for the past month... 
' Mr, Geishing ‘is’ laying gposn 
} importance on. these 10 days 
' nonstop. meetings which began : 
}: with the one at Ghoom Bhanjang | 
{ on July 12 and-will be rounded ~ 
off with an: expected massive - 
rally at Darjeeling on July 21. ~ 


<—r~ 





Interview With Geishing 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 18 Jul 86 p 1 


[Article by Prashun Bhaumik] 


{Text } 


Rangbull (Darjeeling), July | 
17: The Gorkha National Li- ' 
beration Front (GNLF) will not 
hesitate to take up arms in its 
confrontation with the govern- 
ment, its president, Mr Subhas 
Geishing, told The Telegraph — 
yesterday, after a five-hour- 
long public meeting here to ; 
mobilise support for the 
GNLF’s next stage of action. 

“The complexion of the : 
movement will soon change . 
and the government will get a ' 
taste of our strength if it con- 
tinues to ignore our demands . 
and tries to suppress it by | 
force,” Mr Geishing said. i 

He said the GNLF was pre- 
pared to face even the ‘Army ‘ 
and would not step back in the : 
face of bayonets and bullets. ‘ 
“We will either be finished or ° 
achieve Gorkhaland, but we ‘ 
will fight unto death.” he said. } 
If the CRPF is used to contain 
the movement, “we will un- | 
sheath our kukris and behead . 
all of them,” he added. 

Mr Geishing warned that the | 
time would soon come when > 
the whole administration « 
would collapse under pressure . 
from the GNLF. “We will take . 
everything into our hands and 
if that means bloodshed, the 
brave Gorkhas are prepared. 
We are trained in arms—we 
have fought for the -country. 
and no.’ we will fight for our. 
land,” he said. 

Mr Geishing said all roads to 
the plains would be picketed ~ 
from August 23 to stop timber 
movement. He said truck own- - 
ers and drivers would be 
warned in advance not to ply — 
their vehicles. If they were : 
damaged, the GNLF would not ; 
accept responsibility. The tim- 
ber will be allowed to be sold 


3 
{ 
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. affected. 


* in the hill markets but will not * 
' reach the plains. Tea move- 


ment, however, will not be 


VA ae 


He said the GNLF’s prog- 
ramme was gaining popularity ; 
among the masses who felt it 
was the only way, to achieve a : 
separate state. 

On the proposed 108-hour 
bandh, Mr. .Geishing seid it ; 
would be used as a weapon ° 
against the “oppression and i 


: terror” unleashed by the gov- ‘ 
. ernment. “If the government 
_ has the provision of IPC and 
. CrPC to harass us, we have the | 


bandh to give a fitting reply,” | 
he said. — 

After the May 25 firing in ‘ 
Kurseong a bandh was called ; 
for through a poster. in the 
marketplace which paralysed 
the whole area. The district. 
administration is, however, : 
confident that it will tackle the 4 
situation in the event: . a} 
bandh now. har | 

Mr Geishing ease there? 
would be no physical resist- ! 
ance to hoisting the national 
flag on Independence Day. nn 
said he had called upon every- 4 
one to boycott the official func- } 
tion and instead hoist black ‘ 
fags on lamposts, heuses and * 
shops. Asked whether this: 
could be interpreted at anti- 
national, he said it was only a { 
means of protest to attract 
attention to the movement. ! 

Yesterday's public meeting © 
was addressed by a@ host of : 
speakers, mainly women, who : 
made fiery speeches and ~ 
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‘appealed to the emotions: of 
the 2000-strong gathering who 
- Stayed on to listen despite the 
: rain. People were heard shout- 
. ing Gorkhaland zindabad” and 
“Jyoti Basu. murdabad” 
throughout the meeting. ' 

The meeting honeured the 

- dramatist Jayant Bonjan who , 

. turned down the state award ' 
on Bhanubhakta’s state 
anniversary. Hailing him as a 

true son of the soil, the meet- 
‘ing described the three other 
B anicpers who accepted the 


© awards inspite ed the GNLF 
? boycott call as “traitors.” The 
: meeting warned that they 
. would not be allowed to rest in 

» peace “for selling the honour 

of the people for Rs 5,000.” 
‘The president of the GNLF’s 
‘ youth wing, Mr Chintamoni 
:, Kharga, asked all those who. 
‘were not in support of Gorkha. 
{ land to leave or face social 
: boycott. “You are free to leave 
but to betray your brother and 
' sister would mean danger,” he. 
’ warned. 

Most women speakers. 
appealed to mothers and 
‘ housewives to give up the | 

“chullah” and join the fight for 
the motherland. The chief con- | 
-vener of the party, Ms Usha 
- Pradhan, said, “The time of | 
' sacrifice has come. We have to — 
- raise the forgotten voice of our | 
people. We have to assume the | 
role of Shakti and if needed 
take on the kukri.” 

Another woman speaker In- 
' drakala Pradhan, spread out 
; her saree and called upon , 
«mothers to give away their 
isons ahd daughters to the 


+ movement. 





OPPOSITION LEADERS MEET WITH GANDHI, AGENDA NOLED 


Discussicn With Gandhi 


New Delhi PATRIO’ in English 17 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


rime Miaister Rajiv Gandhi on 
Pisciris night asserted that 

despite its persistent denials-In- 
dia had hard evidence to establish 
Pakistan's active support to terrorists 
and its involvement in the Punjab 
disturbances. 

At a meeting with Opposition lead- 
ers on the eve of the monsoon session 
of Parliament, the Prime Minister, 
however, turned dowa a demand for a 
“white paper” on foreign involvement 
in Punjab on the ground that this could 


damage and jeopardise “our sources of 


information”. 

During the two-hour meeting, Mr 
Gandhi discussed diverse domestic and 
international issues which have been 
agitating the Opposition parties. He 
disclosed that the Government had 
prepared draft Bills seeking to imple- 
ment a uniform civil code on a volun- 
tary basis and banning denigration of 
women in films and journals. Both 
Bills would be introduced in Parlia- 
ment during the current monsoon 
session. 

Mruption of communal situations in 
Aheomdabad and elsewhere in the coun- 
try, the need for reorientation of PAC 
training, a backg.ound paper on the 
reservation policy, the issue of fresh 


elections to the Jammu and Kashmir 


Assembly, and the Chinese intrusion, 
the Sri Lanka peace talks and the in- 
flux of Chakma refugees from Bangla- 
desi, also came up for discussion. 

At the outset of the meeting sever il 
(ypposition members voiced their de- 
mand fora “white paper” on foreign in- 
volvement and support to terrorists in 
Prinjab. 


Turning down the demand the 
Prime Minister said the Pakistan Gov- 
ernment had finally admitted to hav- 
ing made a provision of Rs 18 lakh for 
the “liberation of Kashmir” in their de- 


fence budget. 


When Opposition leaders sought to 
know what steps had been taken to seal 
the Indo-Pakistan border, Home Min- 
ister Buta Singh said border was. no 


lonyer “soft” but it was noi possible to 


“absolutely sea! it” either, 

An issue of prime concern with the 
opposition leaders was the Chinese in- 
trusion into Kameng division of 
Arunachal Pradesh. The Prime Miniz- 
ter told the leaders that a strong pro- 
test had been lodged with China and a 
detailed stevement would be made in 
Parliament. 

He said China had claimea that the 
site of Thang Dorong, where the intru- 


, sion took place, was to the north of the 


MecMohan Line in Chinese territory, 
adding that regular monitoring of the 


border was going on since 1974, and af- 


ter susi-nsion from 1977 to 1980, was 
resumed in 198}. 

Mr Gandhi assured the leaders that 
the matter would be taken up in the 
next round of talks with China. 

On Sri Lanka, Mr Gandhi incormed 
the leaders that the latest proposals 
from the Government provided a good 
basis for resumption of talks between 
the Tamils and Colombo and it was for 
the two sides to come to grips with the 
issue. 

Chakma influx: he leaders were 
informed that the issue of the Chakma 
tribals’ influx from Bangladesh into 
‘Tripura had been taken up with Presi- 
dent Ershad during his visit to New 
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Delhi. in this context. Mr Gandhi ob- 


- served “we cannot go on having this in- 


flux. Our responsibility is for our 


people”. 


On Punjab. the Prime Minister ap- 
prised the leaders of his talks with 
Chief Minister S S Barnala on 


Wednesday morning, and Mr Buta 
Singh, in reply to questions about delay 


_ In territorial transfers, explained that 


all previous deadlines had been fixed 
on consultation with the Chief Minis- 
ters of Punjab and Haryana. 

Some Opposition leaders contend: 


. .ed thai there were no constitutional 


way .out of the tangle in Jammu and 
Kashmir except to hold fresh elections 
to the State Assembly. 

Mr Gandhi told them that the issue 
could be decided by the Governor since 
the State was under Governor's rule. 

Several leaders voiced strong objec- 
tions to Central Ministers making 
uncalled for attacks on non-Congress- 
run State Governments and Chief 
Ministers. Mr Gandhi brushed them 
aside saying these should be taken in 
stride on a party level. 

While discussing the :ommunal sit- 
uation in Ahmedabad wad other parts 


of the country, some Opposition lead- 


ers demanded a ban on religious pro- 


-cessions and “yatras”. 


But Mr Gandhi pointed out that 
while a ban may look an attractive an- 
swer, it was better to leave the matter 
to the judgment of jocal authorities, 


taking into accouut local cust«sms and 


traditions. He said however, that he 
planned to take up the issue at the Na- 
tional Integration Council. 











Issues To Be Raised 
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[Text ] 
The Chinese intrusion into Arunachal trou2le-torn State, the Mizo accord, 
Pradesh is likely to take precedence ; with special reference to the provision ° 
over other major issues to be raised by | to give that State a special status, and 
the Opposition in Parliament, which | the salvo fired by' Public Enterprises 
commences its four-week monsoon Minister K- K Tewari aré also to be 
- session on Thursday.’ < ¥ ; raised by the Opposition. 

The session’s first day will begin . The continuing communal violence 
with obituary references to prominent , in Ahmedabad, the ongoing ethnic vio- | 
sitting members of the Lok Sabha . lence in neighbouring Sri Lanka, ‘the ° 
Congress-J president Jagjivan Ram ’ threatened. boycott of the. Common- 
and Union Minister of State Chandra ' ‘wealth Games by African nations, the . 
Shekhar Singh, = report of the’ Fourth Pay Commission . 

leaders of -various. opposition for Central ‘Government employees 
groups in Parliament met for the sec- and the functioning of the All India 
ond time on Thursday in the wake of . Radio ahd Doordarshan are among 
the report of seven-km deep intrusion other subject matters expected to fig- 
by China into indian territory. ‘ure prominently during the session. - 

At a similar meeting held on. i: be. b ee 
Wednesday, ‘Opposition -‘leaders had’ Those present at the meeting in- 
identified 36 issues, whieh include the .- cluded’ Mr!P Upendra (TD), Mr 
promulgation of the Ordinance permit- \ Vasudeb Acharya (CPI-M), Mrs Gita 
ting the Government to withhold from | Mukherjee (CPI), Mr Balwant Singh 
Parliament reports of inquiry commis- : Ramoowalia (Akali Dal), Mr Kishore 
sions. A bill to replace the ordinance is Chandra Deo (Cong-S), Mr Ghulam 
slated to be introduced during the Resool ‘Mattoo (NC), Mr Ashwini 
monsoon session. a ; Kumar (BJP), Mr Mehfooz Ali (LD), 

The reported manufacture of an Mr Piyus Tirkey (RSP), Mr D B Patil 
atom bomb by Pakistan is also regard- (PWP); Mr: Datta Samant (Ind) and 
ed as a serious threat to India’s security Mrs Dil Kumari Bhandari. (Sikkim 
and will figure prominently during the | . Sangram Parishad). —' ' 
session. he des : 7 

Political issues like the stalemated - bg orig yy od gu ge: Alpe 
transfer.of Chandigarh to Punjab, mi-.: oe - 7 and four, jn the 
gration of the minorities from the: ’ Sabha. \. ee 
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REPORT ON GANDHI'S 18 JUL ADDRESS TO CONGRESS-I MP'S 


Bombay THE 


[Text] 


NEW DELHI, July 18° % 


Te. Prime . Minister, Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi, today ruled“ 
out his visit to. Pakistan at this: 


_ juncture, as: it would not help, 
‘matters... : 3 


Addressing the Congress pasta: 
mentary party meeting in the Cen- 


‘tral Hall. of Parliament, “Mr... 


Gandhi said that earlier he: ‘had - 


.agrecd to visit Pakistan “after a set: 


of issues” had been identified'and | 
both sides’ had agreed for their 


_ Speedy implementation. ©. ;- 


Unfortunately, .contrary to as- 


_ surances of the Pakistani authorities, 


nothing concrete had been done s¢ far. 
“Such an exchange of visits should 


promote good neighbourliness, but the . 
attendant conditions have to ‘be — 
created,” the Prime Minister stated. © 


In the course of his fairly lengthy 


address to the CPP general body meet- - 


ing, Mr. Gandhi. ruled out talks with 
tcrrorists and separatists in Punjab. He 
also referred to the recent Chinese 
intrusion in Arunachal Pradesh, cnti- 
cised Britain for backing out of its 
commitment to oppose apartheid and 


‘ facist oppression in South Affica. The: 
- Prime Minister expressed solidarity 


with African nations in the context of 


' the Commonwealth Games in Edin- ° 


burch and expressed concern over 
migration from Punjab and the in- 
crease in commmnalism in various 
parts of the country, 

Expressing satisfaction over. the 
Mizoram accord, he said, “the accord 


_ should send clear signals that violence 


will not pay. The unity and integrity of 

the country is not open to bargaining”. 
Mr. Gandhi congratulated partymen 

for showing “remazkable unity” and 


' discipline during the recent Rajya: 
. Sabha elections. He said this “ex- 


emplary commitment” to the unity of 
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" the party” bad ‘belied “the” hopes” os 
. Cassandras of various hues and shat~ 


t land reforms 
* consumers: prov, 
- volvement of peopig. would t be 

— the spt oc ah with . —- 
consultation’ and“qp-operation of 
position parties. Hg.also indicated et 

possibility of tabling a bill ona 

tary common civil vil Code. = 3 Sai2 





the modified 20-point programme and: 
‘referred to the setting up.of,a cabinet: 
sub-committee “to. boost: exports and. 
improve the foreign exchange position.’ 

On Punjab, Mr. ‘Gandhi stated, 
“there can be no question of talks with: 
‘those who are oulogising terrorists and! 
those who want to destroy the country, } 
Perons who attend -"bhog” ceremonies; 
‘of killed terrorists are not with the 
‘country.” 

His reference about being ready for, 
talks with any section of people who. 
nursed a gricvance and who. were, 
prepared to work within ‘the’ per 
ameters of the constitution and uphoke 
the unity and integrity of India “had, 
only exposed a section ‘of people in: 
Punjab who want even terrorists and: 
separatists to be associated with talks.” 

“Their preconditions (for talks) are 
utterly enaceopigys Mr. ee dew 
clared. « 

+ “Their formulations” are. totally: 

negative and there‘can be no talks with, 
roa unless they show that they are for’ 
upholding the unity and integrity of the; 
nation”, the Prime. Minister stated. 
*) Reiterating his -known position on; 
‘the transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab: 
‘and identified aregs from: Punjab ‘to; 
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CONGRESS-I PARLIAMENTARY EXECUTIVE EXPELS GUNDU RAO 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text] 


/13046 
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Former Karnataka Chief Minister 
(;undu Rao, who raised the banner of 
dissidence in his home State recently 
has been expelled from the Congress 
for a period of six years, the AICC an- 
nounced on Friday night. ° 

The expulsion orders followed a 
Friday morning meeting of the Con- 
gress Parliamentary Party. executive 
committee, presided over by ‘party 
president Rajiv Gandhi. 

Announcing Mr Gundu Rao’s ex: 
pulsion from the primary membership. 
of the party, AICC general secretary : 
Bhagwat Jha Azad, who is incharge of ; 


>the party affairs in Karnataka, said the 


action has been taken for Mr Rao’s “de- 
liberate actions calculated to lower the ; 
prestige of the party”. 

Mr Gundu Rao’s recent statements 
were being viewed by the AICC as anti- 
party, and complaints: by’ the 
Karnataka PCC office-bearers against , 
the flamboyent former State Chief 
Minister had piled up at the AICC 
office. 


However, it was Mr. Gundu Rev: 4 
recent outburst against AICC general . 


secretary T Anjaiah that was believed 
to heye provoked the stern actign. Mr 
Gundu Rao had described Mr Anjaiah 
as a “bafuon, who has always acted as a 
somebody's stooge lo safeguard his 
interests”. 

The Central leadership has veered. 
round to.the view that Mr Gundu Rao : 
was making common cause with West 


4600/1979 


' _ Delhi. on 


b 


Bengal ‘dissidents Pranab Mukherjee. 
and Sisir Bose. - 


Mr Mukherjee, the former Finance 


, Minister, was expelled in May for a pe- , 


\ 
' 


riod of six years following his involve- 


, ment in drafting and circulating a con- : 
,,, troversial letter purportedly written by . 
_ Congress 


. working  ': president 





are "Tripathi to Mr Rajiv , 
‘ Gandhi on 22 April. , 


‘Mr AP Sharma, Mr Sripati Mishra. 
° ‘end Mr :Prakash Mehrotra were also , 


, suspended from the Ketad: for their role 
_ in the controversy. 


'. According to, AICC sources, action | 


is likely to follow soon against Mr Sisir | 


| ‘heartily’ welcomed the expulsion - /' 


, Bose, nephew .of Netaji. Subhash 
- Chandra Bose, who has embarked on a’ 
e? of v ark confrontation with the 


phot in the State and. 


ae Oaiene wh 


Meanwhile, six. Lok Sabha mem-’. 


, bers of the Congress from Karnataka’ 
In_a joint statement issued in New ’ 
~ Mr Gundu Rao’s expulsion had boost- 


"ed the party’s image in the State. 


Youth Congress president Anand 


| Sharma, who also welcomed the action 
;, against, Mr Rao, called 


leadership’. to " deal, 


upon the AICC 
sternly and ; 
exemplarily with “the handful of dis- 


Friday night, the MPs aad ' \ 


\ 


; gruntled, discredited and frustrated in- 
dividuals who command neither any ( 
Da support amongst ‘the 
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CORRESPONDENT LISTS BILLS FOR NEXT PARLIAMENT SESSION 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, July 14--Raising of a new security corps called National 
Security Guard, enhancing the salary of Supreme Court and High Court 

judges and amendment of the Essential Commodities Act to provide for more 
stringent punishment to offenders, are among the objects of new Bills 
proposed to be brought forward and passed during the five-week monsoon 
session of Parliament which begins on Thursday. 


In all, 17 new Bills are scheduled to be introduced, considered and passed 
during the session. 


These include one for replacing the controversial Presidential Ordinance 
of May 14 amending the Commissions of Inquiry Act which empowered the 
Government to withhold publication of the report of a commission of inquiry. 


Three of the Bills propose to give effect to announcements made by the 
Finance Minister, Mr Bishwanath Pratap Singh, while presenting the Budget 
for 1986-87, regarding abolition of the cess on vegetable oils, copra and 
cotton. 


Another seeks to amend the direct tax laws with a view to removing anomalies 
and achieving effective implementation. The Bill is described as the 
first step towards a comprehensive reform of taxation laws. 


Marriage 


Two of the proposed new Bills have a social purpose: one seeks to amend 

the Hindu Marriage Act to give relief in cases where the marriage has 

not been consummated over a period of seven years or more and the other 
seeks to amend the Parsi Marriage Act to liberalize the grounds for divorce. 


Will the Government also bring in a Constitution amendment Bill to enable 
the transfer of some territories to Haryana in Heu of Chandigarh, in the 
event a decision is taken on the handing over of that Union Territory to 
Punjab? That does seem to be on the cards, since no new commission is 
envisaged on the Punjab-Haryana territorial issue and the Government might 
weil have to take a suo motu decision. 





Such a Bill, if introduced and taken up, could create some excitement in 
both Houses. 


Consideration of the Bill for amending the Commission of Inquiry Act is 
also bound to create a bit of stir. 


Greater excitement, however, is bound to be caused when the Opposition 
presses for discussion on the recent controversial speeches by two Central 
Ministers: one by Mr K.K. Tewari against the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, 
Mr N.T. Rama Rao, and the other by Mr B.H.R. Bharadwaj against the Karnataka 
Chief Minister, Mr Ramakrishna Hegde. 


Opposition parties are understood to have given notice of adjournment 
motions in respect of both those Ministerial speeches. 


While these motions are unlikely to be admitted--to go by recent experience-- 
there is certain to be a special discussion on the recurrence of communal 
violence in Gujarat. ; 
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TRIPURA LEADER ON CONDITIONS FOR TNV NEGOTIATIONS 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 15 Jul 86 p 4 


[Article by Sekhar Datta] 


[Text] 
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Agartala, July 14: The Left 
Front government in Tripura 
will not accept ahy “conditional 
negotiations” between the Cen- 
tre and Mr Bijoy Hrangkhwal, 
leader of the underground trtbal 
National Volunteers, the acting 
chief minister, Mr Dasarath Deb, 
said here today. 

Talking to The Telegraph, Mr 
Deb, who is deputy chief is- 
ter and president of the 
CPI(M)’s tribal front the Upajati 
Ganamukti Parishad, said the 
state government must be in- 
volved in any peace talks which 
the Centre might initiate with 
the TNV chief. Referring to the 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gan- 
dhi’s statement that the Centre 
was prepared to hold talks with 
underground outfits within the 
framework of the Constitution, 
Mr Deb said his government * id 
always believed:in a_ political 
settlement with the TNV and 
other extremist groups in the. 
state. ; 

He added he would welcome 
any initiative by the TNV pro- 
vided “there ar. no strings 
attached.” He said, “We refuse 
to hold any talks if the TNV' 
insists on any political precondi- 
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tions.” He claimed the organisa- 
tion had been decimated by de- 
sertions and surrenders and en- 
joyed no political status. 

. The acting chief minister said 
the demands. being loosely 
wiced at this stage were not 
acceptable. He said there was 


nothing to be negotiated except 
the modalities of surrender. Tie 
Left Front’s political campaign 
to isolate hardline extremists 
was bearing fruit and many TNV 
rebels including front-rankers 
had laid down arms, he said. 


Mr Deb said Bijoy’ Hrang-. 


khwal could begin talks with the 
state government immediately if 
he was interested in a “settle- 
ment minus his ego.” He said Mr 
Hrangkhwal was mistaken if he 
felt he could force a Laldenga- 
type bipartite settlement be- 
tween the ,TNV and the Centre. 
Any negotiation for the solution 
of Tripura’s tribal extremism 
had to be tripartite and devoid 
of any pre-conditions, Mr Deb 
insisted. Mr Deb said the secur- 
ity operations against the TNV 
would continue till the under- 
ground ‘outfit indicated its in- 
terest in peace talks 
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CPI-M HUNTS SUCCESSOR TO AILING TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Jul 86 p 6 


[Article by Sujit Kumar Chakraborty] 


{Text ] 
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Ayartala,, July 17—The CPI-M 
politbureau is looking for a successor 
for ‘Tripura Chief Minister Nripen 
Chakraborty. 

Mr Chakraborty is suffering from 
many complicated ailments and has 
been admitted to the Bangur Neurolo- 
ty Institute in Calcutta. The ailing sep- 
tuagenarian Chief Minister has al- 


ready undergone an operation for a) 


blood clot in his brain and is also suf- 
fering from kidney trouble and other 
problems. 

Mr Chakraborty had gone to 
Moscow in May last for an eye opera- 
tion and a general check up. 

After returning he resumed office 
again but five days later he was taken 


ill on his way to Delhi and admitted to - 


the Bangur institute. 

‘The CPL-M politbureau is now con- 
vinced that the 77-year-old Chief Min- 
ister can no longer continue in office 


and have now launched a search for his | 


successor. ° 

In the run for the Chief 
Ministership are Deputy Chief Minis- 
ter Dev and State PWD Minister 
Baidya Nath Mazumdar. 
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A section of the ruling party feels 
that Mr Chakraborty should continue 
as a figure head Chief Minister till the 
next general election in the State and 


’ that new Chief Minister could be elect- 


ed after the party comes into power. 
Mr Chakraborty, who bas been ac- 
tive in the politics of this hill State 
since 1950, has succeeded in establish- 
ing a solid base for his party in Tripura. 
Although other leaders like Mr 
Dasarath Dev, have also had a hand in 


_ consolidating the party’s position, they: 


have never thought of leading the 


party. Hence, the party politbureau is, 


now facing a vacuum of leadership. 
‘The CPI-M in ‘Tripura, after the 

Left Front’s advent into power, has 

been one-man show. | 


Party secretary in ‘Tripura Bhanu 
Ghose was a protege of and totally de- 
pendent on Mr Chakraborty who also 


_ controlled all the Front organisations 


83 


in the State. 


Although the Chief Minister has 
been a giant in Tripura, he had been 
losing his touch. 

In the last eight years, the CPI-M 
lost much of its image. 
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YOUTH CONGRESS NATIONAL COUNCIL WANTS REBELS DISCIPLINED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Jul 86 p 1 






(Text) TTR eure” _ 
erce Ea 
Om 
in prtheesxal dr Hin 
mediate action: was, ‘fapita Doe 
tain these elements.” 53/351 | BR al 
The IYC is holding a convehtion of 
elected young repgseentatives and. die- 
win ponies Oe 
Stadium ° this. Setugday.}.Mie | 
Gandhi will be addressing the meeting. 
The party ’ proposes } tay: pbeerve ; 
Youth Day on Augie 9 hia be 
unity: Its state Unité will organise silént' 
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BJP NATIONAL EXECUTIVE SCORES MIZO SETTLEMENT 


Bombay THE TIMFS OF INDIA in English 20 Jul 86 p lL 


[Article by Chinu Panchal] 


[Text] , 


_ democratically-elected government 
_ Mizoram should be. strengthened 


GWALIOR, July 19, ° 


: accelerate the pace of economic de-' 


: an inner-line péxrmit system forcitizens, ; 


velopment and to deal firmly with the 
insurgents. .% sie aw aly 
At the same time, it said, the govern- 


meat must take adequate steps for 


preserving and protecting Mizo cus-' 
toms and traditions. The process of: 
assimilating the Mizo people with the’ 
rational mainstream: .should  , be. 


Insurgents ‘bad: 
been fighting India for the last 20 years. | 
If, despite their opposition, the govern- 


ment got'the accord through in Parlia-: 
ment the BJP would consider’ © 


launching an agitation against it. 


from other parts of the country visiting 
Miz was repugnant and his party 
would launch an agitation against it. 
He said in the past such a system had 


. existed in Kashmir and the founder. 
‘member of the Jana Si Dr. Shyama 
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Prasad Mukhenjee, gene: to. 
Kashmir to defy it. om 
The resolution said the Mizo accord’ 
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CENTER ANNOUNCES MAJOR INCENTIVES FOR EXPORTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Jul 86 p 1 
[Text ] 
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PAPERS REPORT ON DEVELOPMENTS IN ECONOMY 


Foreign Excinange Reserves 


Calcutta “HE STATESMAN in English 19 Jul 86 p l 


[Text] NEW DELI, July 18—India’s 
foreign exchange reserves actually 
rose, belying predictions of a stcep 
fall, to a record Rs 7.3844 crores 
in 1985-86. This was achieved «?2s- 
pite the projected trade deficit of 
over Rs 7,500 crores last year. 

The unexpected § rise of about 
12% in the reserves came towards 
the end of the financial year with 
as much as Rs 979 crores in March 
1986, itself. The rise continued 
through April and "May, though 
there was a slight fal) in- June. 

However, the overall trend con- 
tinued to be upward. The reserves 
at the end of May 1986, stood at 
Rs 7,570 crores compared with 
Rs 6,764 crores in May 1985. The 
reserves declined to Rs 7,165 crores 
at the end of June. 

Thus, far from facing ag foreign 
exchange crunch .becaise of the 
massive trade gap aid debt repay- 
ment commitments, the Gover 
ment finds that it has some time 
te adjust its balance of payments 
problems. : 

A detailed official ane'vsis of the 
unexpected reserves position is 
still not availeble, but a major 
reason is the fall in the world 
prices of crude, India took advant- 
age of it early this year when a 
number of spot purchases were 
made and long-term contracts fir. 
lized on the basis of considerab.+ 
lower prices. 

But the main reason {3 the large 
inflow of “invisibles” primarily 
bank deposits by, Non-Resident 
Indians taking advantage of agy 
recent incentives like higher ‘nte 
rest rates. Since the world luterest 
rates has eased, the Indian rates 
have come to be substantially 
higher. 








!Text] 


‘Vhe rate of inflation based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for 
industrial workers for the period 
May 1985 to May 1986 (the latest 
available figure) works out to a 
whopping 8.5 per cent, against 7.1 
per cent for the corresponding pe- 
rim! of the previous year, reports 
PTL. 

An analysis of CPI figures for 
the period May, 1985 over May, 
1986 reveals that the index which 
stood at GOO in May, 1985 zoomed 
persistently for a couple of 
months till November last when 
it touched 630. 

After a brief two-month inter- 
hide, the index again surged 
ahead and stood at 651 in May 
this vear. However, the rate of in- 
{lation based on whole-sale price 
index for all commodities for the 
crop vear (July-June) 1985-86 
works out to 3.9 per cent. 
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Rise in Inflation 


New Delhi PATRIOT in Fnglish 20 Jul 86 p 5 


CPI, which rellects changes in 
the cost of services, besides com- 
modcities, is amore realistic meas- 
ure of the intensity of price rise. 

Taking into) account the 
movements of Consumer Price 
Index in the current calendar 
year ending May, for which data 
are available, the CPI registered a 
3.3 per cent rise, which is higher 
than two per cent in the corre- 
spoufing period of = 1985 
(January -May). 

Although the wholesale price 
index movement for all commodi- 
ties only showed a modest spurt 
of 3.9 per cent for the period July 
1985 to Jur» 1986, the move- 
ments of individual items show 
some sharp rise. 

For instance, the index for 
food products which was 346.3 on 
29 June, 1985 zoomed to 380.9 on 
28 June, showing a 10 percent in- 


crease. Similarly, beverages, to- 
hacco and S bacco products post- 
ed a massive 27.6 per cent rise for 
the period June end 1985 to June 
end 1986. 

Fruits and vegetables, a com- 
mon consumption item for the 
masses, recorded a huge rise of 
14.4 per cent between June end 
1985 and June end this year, 
while eggs, fish and meat record- 
ed an equally high rise of 14.6 ver 
cent for the period under 
review. 

For the period under review, 
edible oil prices showed the high- 
est spurt as its index which stood 
at 274.9 on 29 June 1985 went up 
to 371.6 on 28 June !986, showing 
a rise of 24.3 per cent. 

The index of foodgrains also 
displayed a double-digit rise be- 
tween -June end 1985 and June 
end 1986 as it moved up from 
284.4 to 292.5 showing a rise of 10 
per cent. 

Industrial products, which 
posted massive increases during 
the period under review include 
leather and leather products, eval 
mining, electricity, other rubber 

products and paints — and 
varnishes. 











INDLA 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON MIG-29 PURCHASE ARRANGEMENTS 
Doubts About Aircraft Industry 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 20 Jul 86 p 1 


[Text ] 





NEW DELUI, July 19.—Barely 
is the ink dry on the memorandum 
of understanding between India 
and the Soviet Union on the acqul- 
sition of MIG-208 than questions 
are being raised about the lack of’ 
planning in the purchase of air- 
craft. 

While the memorandum is said 
to state that the MIG-29, after the 
initial supply of two squadrons, 
will be assembled in. substantial 
uumbers by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited, the stuttering progress in 
the case of other aircraft: puts even 
this in doubt, sources in the 
Defence Ministry feel. 

To these analysts the source of 
greatest challin is the fact that 
in over four decades of existence, 
UAL is still to make an advanced 
jet trainer. Something which even 
a country like Indonesia has been 
able to accomplish, in spite of a 
much later start. 

And more recently, these sources 


' 2 -?°% 
point out, -the Miinstry and' air; 
headquarters have been curiously. 
muddle-headed about ‘the Mirage-' 
_2000. When the aircraft was pur-/ 
_chased, {t was with the. under.” 
standing: that India would take 40. 
in fly-away condition and. reservé’ 
the. option to. produce or assemble’ 


. *, . 


‘110 in the country. | . 


Subsequently, the Prime Minister’ 
told Parliament that the option, 
would not be exercised, Now, pro-; 
posals have been made afresh, ac-* 
;cording to sources, to produce the 
»Mirage-2000, a multirole aircraft. 
but: one that fs ‘considered opti-. 
uum for high-altitude interception.” 


} ‘ ’ 

Indeed the crude, but perhaps. 
apt, phrase belng used to describe 
‘the latest thinking in the Ministry. 
and HAL is that many an official, 


‘3 


‘is getting ‘Frenched’. A dominant: 


section’ of the decision ‘makers is 
pressing for the French Alpha jet’ 
to fulfil the role of an advanced 
trainer. And this is in preference. 


"Sanitized' Model Rejected 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jul 86 p 9 


{Text | 


NEW DELHI, July 27 (PTT). 


NDIA has refused to accept less 

lethal or “sanitised” versions of 
the Sovict MIG-29 Fulcrum air- 
craft. 

It has accepted a year’s delay in. 
delivery schedules to secure the “full 
up” version of the “newest and most 
important front line fighter”, reports . 
“Flight International.” d 

The London-based journal, in its 
latest issue, said India and Syria would 


‘ be the first countries to shortly receive’ 
40 and 80 MIG-29s respectively. It said , 
so far only 100 to 150 Fulcrums have ' 
gone into service with the Soviet air.| 
force. ae " ef 

The journal, without disclosing its, 
sources, said: “India—which has’ 
proved to be one of the most canny’ 
arms buyers, taking iis pick of both: 
western and castern bloc. , 
| weapons—appears to have secured a: 
“more sophisticated version of the air-) 


craft. 


89 


to the, British Hawk 200 which 1s 
. rated ' superior. ° ; 

—— ‘feel ‘that .the. problem 
has traditionally been the absence 
‘Of sound, technical men to head 
HAL. So far,; the appdintments 
‘have been more decorative than 
anything’ else, it is pointed out, 
with pilots . pitchforked ‘into ' this 
vital position, ' °“, - 


»’ Reliable information is available 
to’ suggest that the. production of 
‘Jaguars has been delayed by 30 
months’ and is now. likely to spill 
over jnto the next decade. 

And while there is no denying 
the strategic , importance of the 
‘MIG-29, these. sources point out 
that there would have to be a total 
reversal of present trends for this 
aircraft to be madeavailable at the 
right time and in the right num- 
bers. For: the moment, they point 
out, it doesn’t seem to take much 
to pierce the fiercest resolve and, 
with it, the nation’s air cover. 


“It is understood that the Indisn 
government refused the Soviet offer of 
a “sanitised” Fulcrum. Instead it has 
secured the “full-up” version, accept- 
ing deliveries a year later than orig- 
inally planned.” 

» The magazine said the six MIG-29s, 


remote Finnish airbase recently, were 
{ were confirmed as being closer in size 








/13046 
CSO: 


4600/1016 


more to the U.S. F-18 than the F-15, 
The Mach 2-plus Fulcrum has a 
twin-hoom carriage of the tailplanes as 
in the U.S. F-16, which could make the 
design amenabke to the fitment of other 
wing platforms as in the case of the 
General Dynamics F-I6XL, the 
journal said. 
 - addition to missiles on the six 
wing hardpoints the MIG-29, accord- 
ing to the journal, could possibly carry 
twe semi-submerged missiles in the 
tunnel between the widely placed 
nacelles. 
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ISRO CHIEF DISCUSSES SATELLITE-LAUNCHING PROBLEMS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Jul 86 p 9 


[Text ] 


MADRAS, July 16. 

The ISRO may not be able to use the Ameri- 
can space shuttle to launch INSAT-1C and it 
will have to find a berth in one of the expend- 
able rockets like the Delta or Ariane. 

In an exclusive interview to THE HINDU here 
today, the Chairman of the ISRO, Dr. U. R. Rao, 
said that the life-span of INSAT-1B, which was 
currently in orbit, was seven years and it would 
expire only by the end of 1989. The ISRO was 
hoping that nothing would go wrong but it had 
to find a launcher for INSAT-1C. There had 
been a series of space mishaps in the ry mg 
of the American reusable space shuttle Chal- 
lenger, then the expendable Delta, Triton and 
Ariane rockets. The American space shuttle 
was not going to become operational im- 
mediately. It would be flown next year. It look- 
ed as if India might not get the space shuttle to 
launch INSAT-1C. 

“So we have to 9° for ——— rockets 
like the Delta or Ariane. We hope to have 
everything fixed up so that we will have the 
launch (of INSAT-1C) by the end of next year,” 
said Dr. Rao. | 

“We have also to see when the Ariane 
(European Space Agency's vehicle) resumes. It 
is supposed to resume by the end of this year. 
They (ESA) did a review of the tragedy, the 
ISRO Chairman added. 

ASLV launch: Meanwhile “everything is 
being geared up” for the launching of the 


ISRO’s Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(ASLV) from Sriharikota in the “second half of 
this year,” Dr. Rao said. “Now, it is really a ques- 
tion of meeting the deadlines.” The ASLV 
would orbit a 150-kg satellite. 

Asked whether the problems encountered in 
the ASLV's closed loop guidance system 
(which would guide the rocket according to its 
~edaunman trajectory) had been solved, 
the ISRO Chairman said it had been solved. 
The flight model of the guidance systern was 
under preparation. The qualification model had 
already undergone all the tests successfully 
and it was fully qualified now. 

The Indian emate Sensing Satellite was ex- 
pected to be launched from a Soviet cos- 


9] 


modrome by the middle of next year. 

PSLV project: “The Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle project is moving ahead. We hope to 
stick to the deadline of 1989-end for the first 
flight,” Dr. Reo said. Production was going on 
at various places. “Quite a lot of facilities have 
been built up at SHAR (Sriharikota). An order 
had been placed for a new launch tower for the 
PSLV at SHAR. Check-out and integration facili- 
ties at Valiamala near Trivandrum are in full 
swing. Our liquid engine facilities at Mahen- 
dragiri (Tamil Nadu) must be ready by this 
year. The principal test stand will be ready by 
ee of this year. Other auxiliary stands are 
ready. 

(The PSLV will launch a 1,000-kq Indian Re- 


mote Sensing Satellite from SHAR). 

lllustrating how the ISRO hadsolved techni- 
cal problems, Dr. Rao said that it encountered 
a problem in welding the maraaging steel (used 
in the PSLV) for it to get its full strength. But the 
ISRO solved it. “It is a totally new development. 
It took six months (to solve it). In spite of that, 
we are still sticking to the schedule. We had a 
difficulty in welding for getting the full strength. 
We had to use new types of filler-wires, heat- 
treatment etc. We to do new experiments 
before a solution was found. And the solution is 
not available in literature... These are the 
working problems we face and we try to solve 
them,” he said. 

Fundamental science: As regards the SRO's 
future space efforts, he said that space science 
would be the “fundamental thing” for the coun- 
try and it had already provided unique benefits. 
For a cou the size of ours, to ignore space 
science would be disastrous. Out of 180 televi- 
sion stations in the country, 173 had been 
hooked to INSAT-1B. But only four years ago 
there were only 10 to 12 TV stations in the coun- 
try. The expansion had come through only be- 
cause of INSAT-1B, he asserted. 

“From remote sensing (through INSAT-IB), | 
am proud to say that we have got far more be- 
nefits than anybody else in the world. We did 
snow-melting mapping. We have a total 
methodology to determine the water resources 
in the country... We have done wasteland 
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mapping of the country. Overdraining of water, 
increased use of fertilizers etc., had led to alka- 
line soil. The wasteland area was increasing be- 
cause of increased salinity. The mapping done 
will be used to reclaim wasteland. If you don't 
do that, production will qo down.” 


Groundwater targeting: The ISRO had also 
done groundwater targeting in Tamil Nadu, An- 
dhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra 
etc., and the mapping showed the areas where 
ponte was available. In the areas identi- 

ied in Andhra Pradesh, 40,000 litres of water 
per hour was available when the area was d 
‘The Andhra Pradesh Government has su 
6,000 borewells where we indicated." 


An inventory of the major crops of the coun- 
try like rice, wheat, sorghum, sugarcane, ground- 
nut etc.. and the areas my were grown 
had been made. An “agricultural mission” 
would be mounted in the next two years. 

INSAT-IB was also supplying meteorological 
data from Antarctica. More than 4,100 two-way 
telephone circuits were linked to that satellite. 


INSAT-ll series. They would have twice the 
of the INSAT-1 series (consisting of 
| T 1B, 1C and 1D), Dr. Rao said. 
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BRIEFS 


INDO-YUGOSLAV AIR PACT--New Delhi, July 22: India and Yugoslavia have 
initialled a bilateral air-services agreement. This follows discussions held 
recently in Belgrade between the two countries. The Indian delegation to the 
talks was led by Dr S.S. Sidhu, secretary, department of civil aviation and 
the Yugoslavia delegation by Mr Vladimir Lekic, deputy minister in the 
ministry of transport (civil aviation). The bilateral air-services agreement, 
initialled by the leaders of the two delegations, is subject to ratification 
by the two governments. The leaders of the two delegations also signed a 
memorandum of understanding which would allow air-services between the two 
countries to commence pending ratification of the agreement. Under the 
memorandum of understanding, JAT, the Yugoslav airline, would be entitled 

to operate two services per week to India. The first of these would be to 
Calcutta and the second to Bombay. These services would be run with aircraft 
of capacity not exceeding 600 seats per week. Reciprocally, Air India would 
also be entitled to operate the same number of services to Belgrade and 
Dubrovnik or Ljibljana. For the present, JAT would operate services uni- 
laterally to India. A commercial arrangement has been agreed to by the two 
airlines covering the period of unilateral operations by JAT. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 23 Jul 86 p 9] /13046 


INDO-ALGERIAN COMMISSION--Algiers, July 21 (Xinhua): The Union external 
affairs minister, Mr P. Shiv Shankar, left here on Sunday after participating in 
the third meeting of the joint Indian-Algerian commission, in which the two 
countries called for increased cooperation, official sources said. During the 
meeting, the two countries reviewed developments in their bilateral relations 
in the past few years and stressed the necessity of increasing cooperation in 
chemical and petrochemical industries as well as reinforcing south-south 
cooperation. They paid particular attention to cooperation in engineering and 
called for enhanced exchanges of technical experiences. They also signed an 
agreement on joint petrol prospecting. During his one-day visit, Mr Shiv 
Shankar held talks with his counterpart, Mr Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi, on the non- 
aligned summit in Zimbabwe next month, the situation in West Asia and South 
Africa. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 22 Jul 86 p 6] /13046 


ENVOY TO GUYANA--Mr Gnoudrup Dorji Atuk, ambassador of India to Libya, has 
been appointed high commissioner to Guyana, reports UNI. He replaces 

Mr G Wakankar, according to an official release. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 17 Jul 86 p 5] /13046 
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LOW ALTITUDE RADAR--Bangalore, July 15. The high-level project development 
board, held its first meeting at the Bharat Electronics Ltd., here under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Arun Singh, Minister of State for Defence, and reviewed 
the progress of development and production of low altitude coverage radar. 
The three Service Chiefs, Admiral R.H. Tahliani, Air Chief Marshal D'La 
Fontaine, and Gen. K. Sundarji, the Defence Secretary, Mr. S.K. Bhatnagar, 
the Financial Adviser (Defence Services), Mr. C.L. Chaudhury, and other 
senior Defence and Defence Research and Development officers attended the 
meeting. The members witnessed a demonstration of the radar developed by the 
Electronics and Radar Development Establishment, Bangalore, and being produced 
by the BEL. The prototype has been evaluated successfully and steps for bulk 
production have been initiated by the BEL. The radar claims to incorporate 
the latest technology. Its indigenous development and production, it is 
pointed out, will provide the Services with a sophisticated radar without any 
drain on the country's foreign exchange reserves. In its production, the BEL 
is involving a good number of vendors. Thus, the benefit will also percolate 
to the medium and small-scale industries. Dr. R.P. Shenoy, Director, LRDE, 
and Maj. Gen. Shyamal Ghosh, Chairman and Managing Director, BEL, along with 
other senior officers of the two establishments briefed the Minister and the 
Service Chiefs, who also visited the Aeronautical Development Establishment 
and the Gas Turbine Research Establishment before leaving for Delhi. [Text] 
{Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Jul 86 p 7] /13046 


ENVOY TO LEBANON --New Delhi, July 15 (PTI): Mr. Muthu Venkataraman, minister 
in the Indian high commission in London, has been named ambassador to Lebanon. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Jul 86 p 1] /13046 


AMBASSADOR TO USSR--Moscow, July 18--The new Indian Ambassador T N Kaul today 
presented his credentials to Mr Pyotr Demichev, Soviet First Vice President. 
In his speech, Mr Kaul said that Indo-Soviet relations had "mutually 
reinforced the concept of peaceful coexistence and the search for universal 
disarmament". [By Rajiv Shah] [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 

i9 Jul 86 p 1] /13046 : 
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IRAN 


REGIME'S SOCIAL-ECONOMIC POLICIES, EFFORTS ASSESSED 


East Burnham ARABIA/THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 59, Jul 86 p 42-45 


[Text] 


Every week hundreds of thousands of 
@D iranians assemble in the streets and 
open places (to offer Friday prayer) of 
Tehran.Qum,Mashad and other cities and 
villages. Holding hands and chanting 
emotionally charged slogans they express 
their solidarity with the revolution that 
has changed the course of events . 
The mass support expressed through 
marches and rallies during the last eight 


years has enabled the revolutionary 
leadership to overcome its initial 
uncertainties and establish firm control 
after the turmoil of the first three years of 
the Republic. 

Occasionally an explosion here and a 
blast there reminds the authorities that the 
enemies of the revolution arc still active. 
Nevertheless the situation appears calm. 
No one, however, not even the ardent 
supporters of the government are ready to 
believe that Iran has overcome all the 
problems it faced immediately after the 
fall of the Shah. People who were active in 
the revolution feel that a new 


revolutionary spirit is needed to sustain: 


the spark that signalled the change of 
power in 1979. ‘ 

A minority of Iranians on the other 
hand do not want the Icadership to 
achieve any stability in maintaining the 
revolutionary spirit. Within Iran, as in 
other Muslim countries, there are those 
who believe that the Islamisation of 


| society and state is disastrous and that the 
inner contradictions of the present 
leadership will ultimately pave the way for 
the revival of secularism. 
Taking its inspiration from Western and 
‘Marxist ideology, the members of this 
minority do not have much support 
amongst the people and the leadership has 
shown a determination to fight them. 
Since the overthrow of the Sirah. Imam 
Khomeim and his successor, Ayatulluh 
Montazeri have been urging the people to 
maintain their revolutionary zeal by 
preparing themselves for the possible 


defence of millions of the world’s 
oppressed. President Khameni “Majlis 
speaker Hashim Rafsanpam 4nd Prime 
Minister Mousavi have also been asking 
people to lead a principled life in order to 
present a favourable image of the Iranian 
revolution, so that the world realises the 
significance of Iran notas an oil producer, 
but as a defender of Islam. 

Young enthusiastic sympathisers and 
workers of the revqluiion who spend 
sicepless nighis guarding the streets and 
watching the movements of people 
have also been trying to dedicate 
themselves to promoting the revolution. 
But many people who support the 
revolution feel that the present crisis 
Ought to have been managed with greater 
foresight and organisation. The war has 
clearly prevented the Iranian government 
from fully concentrating on socio- 
economic issues. It has taken most of the 
country’s resources and talents. The 
government itself is geared to meeting the 
demands of the war and its aftermath. Ina 
situation where the Iranian army is mainly 
composed of young and enthusiastic 
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supporters who are given a minimum 
training, mobilisation and organisation 
assumes greater significance. The Iranian 
government has- managed the war 
situation effectively and has volunteers 
still coming forward. 

The greatest’ supporters of the 
government's drive to mobilise the people 
are the lower classes, especially in rural 
areas. The urbanised niddle class have a 
mixed reaction. Some _ dislike the 
continuation of the war and argue that asa 
Muslim country, Iran should adhere to 
Islamic principles and attempt to solve the 
conflict. Others feel that the war has taken 
too much of the country’s resources and if 
the end does not come soon, the Iranian 
economy will be severely damaged, 
causing them greater suffering. Others are 
keen to see the war continue. They feel 
that the war has diverted the attention of 
the government trom many _ socio- 
economic issues, and if it comes to anend, 
the leadership may have to resort to some 
measures harmful to middle class 
interests. 

A similar attitude is found among Iran’s 
business community. In the war it has 
found ways to make easy money. 
Moreover, it also feels that because the 
government is engaged 1n the war it will 
not take measures against their business 
interests. But the business community ts 
still uneasy as the government has yet to 
finalise its trade practices and 
nationalisation policy. Some Members of 
Parliament feel that the market should be 
allowed to determine resources while 
others think that a controlled economy is 
appropriate. They argue that the 
country’s rural areas still live in extreme 
poverty and determined efforts to shift the 
emphasis from an oil-based economy to an 
agricultural one should be continued. 

An early end to the war would bring this 
and many other issues to the forefront of 
public life. The issues of nationalisation, 
education, elimination of corruption and 
smuggling, revitalisation of the economy, 
re-organisation of industry, social justice 
and freedom to openly differ with the 
government would have to be openly 
debated. 

This does not mean that the 
government has to date neglected these 
issues. In fact the performance of the post- 
revolutionary government has been far 


better inmany areas than its predecessors. 
It has succeeded, first and foremost in 
viving the country a definite direction. 
“nich wos missing during the Shah's 
repime and there is no longer a 
contradiction between the peoples’ valucs 
and those of the rulers. 

Urban areas which rapidly developed at 
the expense of rural areas under the Shah 
for the advantage of the moneyed classes 
have experienced a qualitative change. 
Clubs, gambling houses, brothels, bars 
and other institutions which were 
perpetuating exploitation were closed 
down. Iranians were given alternatives to 
the exploitative entertainment. Television 
programmes were revised and new items 
which did not contradict revolutionary 
goals were introduced. The Iranian rural 
population which had never experienced 
leisure and entertainment saw television 
for the first time. Similarly, films were 
recommissioned. Theatre, song and 
drama were also given a new perspective. 
Now cinema halls and theatres attract 
large crowds. 

During the last eight years, Iran has 
seen a big improvement in its literacy rate. 
From 29.4 per cent in 1966, it rose to 54.8 
in 1983. The increase was far greater in 
rural areas, especially among women. A 
rural literacy rate of 15.1 per cent with 4.3 
per cent for women rose to 37.3 per cent 
with 22.2 per cent for women. 

The number of students, especially 
from rural areas increased from 7.887 616 
in 1979 to 8,700,850 in 1983. The 
government also speeded up its drive to 
electrify rural villages. Altogether, over 
35,000 of the 60,000 villages have access to 
electricity. Communication has improved 
with roads linking villages with cities. New 
large scale manufacturing units have also 
opened. The largest number are in the 
leather and hides industry. In 1979, the 
number oi units was 787, but in 1983, it 
increased to 1.806. In 1983, of the total 
large-scale manufacturing units, 711 were 
privately owned and 662 were publicly 
owned, with 1S8 mixed ownership. 

Agriculture is one area on which the 
government has placed considerable 
emphasis. Of the total land area, 5,685 
thousand hectares were irrigated, while 
9.161 000 lacked irngation. Farmers were 
encouraged to produce more wheat, 
barley, rice, cotton and sugar cane. Wheat 
production which was 3,733 thousand tons 
in 1979 increased to 4,270,000 tons in 
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1983. Barley increased from 979,000 to 
1,512,000 tons during the same period. 
Rice production doubled from 501 000 
tons to 1,098,000 while cotton production 
rose from 205,000 to 274,000 tons. 

The government has also encouraged 
the private sector to complete its housing 
projects. Between 1978 and 1983, 736,000 
urban construction projects were 
completed, of which 87 per cent were 
residential, 7 per cent mixed and 5 per 


cent commercial. Also, 335 urban 
development projects have been 
completed including drinking water 
facilities, asphalt roads, educational 
buildings, residential complexes, medical 
care centres and tourist centre projects. 
By 1983, 10,438 rural development 
projects, rural roads, public buildings and 
health centres were also completed. 

With a population of 45 million, Iran 
now has over 600 hospitals, with 64,117 
beds of which 117 are private. Around 70 
hospitals are maintained by medical 
institutions. Altogether, Iran has 29,185 
practitioners, of whom only 2,244 are 
from abroad. A great majority of doctors 
are posted in non-urban areas. 

There has also been an explosion of civil 
and revolutionary courts. A thousand 
courts handled over 600,000 cases in 1983. 
Most involved battery, assault, and 
threat. During 1983 there were 130 cases 
of murder and 60 of manslaughter. 

The government has taken action to 
stamp out narcotics. Early in May, large 
quantities of opium and other narcotics 
were seized in Teheran and elsewhere. 
Opium liquid is widely caught by anti- 
narcotic squads. However, despite the 
government having taken these measures, 
it cannot be said that it has succeeded in 
meeting all the demands for social justice 
and the re-distribution of wealth and 
resources. Many feel that the government 
could have achieved far better results if it 
had ensured efficient management and 
effective control. ae 

Bureaucracy is one of the biggest 
problems. Post-revolutionary Iran 
inherited a class of technocrats and 
officers who were fully trained in non- 
Islamic values. They had their own way of 
organising government resources and 
power to keep the country going. and it 
was impossible for around |.5 million civil 
servants to change their ideas overnight. 
For them, the presence of religiously 
minded people in the government was a 
novelty. They first responded to the 
situation with bewilderment which 
gradually changed to amusement and then 
lethargy. 


Many supporters of the revolution did 
replace some of the senior bureaucrats. 
but not all were capable of handling atfairs 
effectively. Nor could all maintain the 
initial enthusiasm. For them, revolution 
became a routine and led to corruption in 
government. The fact that last vear 19 Iran 
Air employees were dismissed for 
accepting around $1000 for confirming 
seats for outgoing passengers suggest that 
corruption is seeping through to 
government offices. 

The government itself is eager to root 
out the corruption. People feel that the 
revolution is being cheated by bureaucrats 
whose only interest is to maximise their 
gains. The corruption ts causing hardships 
to people in their economic life. Many 


items available through government 
controlled shops end up in an open or 
black market, where they fetch higher 
prices. The good thing is that the country 
does not have a shortage of essential 
commodities. 

Housing is another problem where 
many underhand practices take place. The 
problem is more acute in urban areas, 
especially in Teheran. Iran has a large 
proportion of refugees from Afghanistan, 
Iraq and from within the country. Due to 
the war, many of these refugees have 
moved to urban areas, in order to make a 
safe living. This has put a lot ot pressure 
on existing housing. As a result, some 
people are trying to make huge profits. 
The government seems to be fully aware 
of this problem and there is talk in official 
circles of tough measures being taken. 

Management of hospitals is another 
area where many people feel, great 
organisation is needed. At present the 
hospitals are full with war victims, But a 
large number of people feel that much 
more could be done to increase the 
efficiency of the medical institutions. 

Many people have suggested also that 
the government should keep an eye on the 
activities of its employees, . especially 
those involved in public dealings; some 
have pointed to the fact that in their: 
efforts to implement official policies, 
some government employees act in a way 
which creates tension among people. This 
thev sav. may lead to a disrespect of 
authority if a remedy is not found now. 

Another problem is the fact that in the 
absence of free and casy access to 
information, rumours spread casily. In 
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April this year, when a bomb exploded ni 
Teheran, various rumours circulated 
saying that Iraq had attacked the city or 
that the Mujahideen ‘had killed 25 people 
and that police had opened fire on acrowd 
that was trying to raise pro-Shariat Madari 
slogans. The fact was that the bomb was 
planted by anti-revolutionary groups and 
had killed one person. 

Many Iranians say that if the press was 
to publish more independent news, the 
rumours would die their own death. For 
example, after the bomb blast, in April, 
there were rumours that the government. 
had arrested thousands of people and the 
total number of prisoners had reached 
50,000. In fact, Iranian jails do not have 
the capacity to accomodate so many 
prisoners. Moreover. the government has 
now embarked on a policy of releasing 
“repenting” prisoners. There are reports. 
for example, that the supporters of 
Ahmed Muftizada, a Kurdish Islamist 
leader and Ahmed Muftizadah himself 
will be released soon. 

University educated people have also 
suggested a greater dialogue between 
ulama and intellectuals. Such a dialogue 
exists to an extent within the government. 
For example, on the issues of land reform 
and nationalisation of private schools 
there are divergent opinions within the 
Iranian National Assembly which could 
be widened to involve other sections of the 
Iranian society. 

tis quite obvious tirat Tran has been 
passing through a crusty period. ts also 
clear that once the wart) over the country 
may witness many basic changes that 
might alter the face of its economy and 
political structure. In the post war 
Situation, the government may get more 
opportunity to eliminate many social 
problems. The people need time to 
understand fully the rationale of their 
arguments and the leadership needs time 
to explain its views in an organised way. 

However, the most important issue for 
the government is unity amongst various 
Muslim sects. Iranian leadership after the 
fall of the Shah inherited an educational 
and value system that was based on 
irrational interpretations of Muslim 
history. Anti-Arab literature was 
abundant even in text books. Now the 
government is making efforts to 
popularise the Arabic language. In his 
inaugural speech given at the opening of 


the fourth International Quranic 
Recitation Competition, President 
/12828 
CSO: 4600/457 


Khameni urged the Iranian people to 
learn Arabic as if it were their mother 
tongue. He explained that as the Quran 
was in Arabic, Muslims must learn the 
language. 

The government is also encouraging 
unity weeks between various Muslim 
sects. Efforts are being made to rewrite 
the text books in a manner which typifies 
unity among various sects. While 
complaints have often been made that 
sects other than the dominant sect have no 
right to their own mosques, the question 
now being asked is should mosques be 
divided on sectarian lines at all. Perhaps a 
regular dialogue between various sects 
should overcome the problem. The way in 
which the efforts to avoid harsh language 
and hard attitudes towards other sects is 
being made suggests that more positive 
results are expected in the future. 

Among the steps being suggested to 
enhance greater unity is a revision of 
highschool level text books. Already, 
primary school text books have been 
revised. A committee to look into the 
matter has been formed and_ the 
Education Minister Kazim Akrami told 
Arabia that the state educational system 
would not be imposed on people. They 
would be free to pursue education 
according to their own concepts. 
Ayatullah Montazeri 4s said to have been 
making special efforts to create the sound 
basis for smooth co-operation among 
various Muslim sects. 

Such co-operation at the national as 
well as the international Icvel is something 
which many people with vested interests 
may not appreciate, but a great majority 
of Muslims all over the world would like to 
see. Moreover, they will also be watching 
the Iranian experiment very closely. What 
is gencrally appreciated about the post- 
revoluvionary covermment is the fact that 
todas taken ao fail coemvance of the 
problems the country is contronted wid, 
What needs to be aimed for now is that the 
problems are provided with concrete 
solutions. 
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BRIEFS 


VISIT TO PRC INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX--Tehran, 19 Jul (IRNA)--An Iranian delegation 
visited the Yan Chan industrial complex in Beijing on Saturday. Various 

parts of the complex including its tyre manufacturing unit, refinery, chemical 
substances and petrochemical unit were inspected by the Iranian delegation 
which was briefed by director-general of the complex and the supervisors of 
the units. The complex director-general told the visitors that the plant was 
established in 1967. He added that it has 44 major production units as well 
as 42 minor units employing about 43 thousand workers. Some 78 types of oil 
and petr-chemical products are produced at the plant, he added. The high- 
ranking iranian economic delegation led by Deputy Prime Minister for Executive 
Affairs Mohammad Mirzadeh is in Beijing to participate in a meeting of a joint 
Sino-Iran economic committee and for talks on mutual relations. The delega- 
tion arrived in the Chinese capital on 17 July. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in 
English 1815 GMT 19 Jul 86 LD] /9738 


AGREEMENT WITH PRC--Tehran, 24 Jul (IRNA)--Deputy Prime Minister for Executive 
Affairs Hamid Mirzadeh concluded his week-long visit to China and left 

Beijing for here Thursday. Mirzadeh and his accompanying delegation had 
participated in the Irano-Chinese joint economic commission, at the end of 
which the two countries signed a letter of understanding. In the letter 

the two sides agreed to increase the volume of trade exchange to 400 million 
dollars. An additional 200 million dollars was agreed upon for implementation 
of joint development and industrial projects. Mirzadeh met Chinese Vice- 
President Gen Ulanhu in Beijing Monday, and submitted to him a message from 
President ‘Ali Khamene'i for his Chinese counterpart Li Xiannian. [Text] 
[Tehran IRNA in English 1755 GMT 24 Jul 86 LD] /9738 
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PAKISTAN 


GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT POLITICS 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 27 May-6 Jun 86 pp 16-25 


/Interview with Ghulam Mustafa Khar, former governor of Punjab, by Sayed Nazir 
Gailani in London; date not specified/ 


/Excerpts/ /Question/ When will you return to Pakistan? 


/Answer/ I am completing my plans to return home. A friend from Pakistan 

just called and told me that this is not the appropriate time to return home. 

I am sure my friend means well, but I would like to go back as soon as possible. 
The one-sided propaganda being carried out against me might turn people against 
me. Also, I know that my associates are experiencing political pressure there 
because of all kinds of allegations being thrown at them by the opponents. I 
am keeping quiet as I do not want to make the situation any worse and help my 
rivals. My associates did make their presence felt during the meeting addressed 
by Miss Benazir on 1 July in Multan. This was not a show of power. If they 
had wanted to demonstrate their power, they would have used other methods. My 
followers in the thousands shouted slogans peacefully to express their feelings, 
while Miss Benazir made negative remarks about me. You can understand my role 
in this whole process. ~ 


/Question/ On your return to Pakistan, do you think people will welcome you 
more warmly than they did Miss Benazir? 


/Answer/ No one knows the future and I am not accustomed to making predictions. 
I have no intention of competing with Miss Benazir in any area. My fight is 
not with Miss Benazir, but with her real enemies and her false friends. She 

is my niece and I remember the days when I was working with the leader /Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhutto/ for the party and ‘she used to do her homework, unaware of all the 
worldly problems. Now, she is going through a difficult time, and I know her 
attitude is to blame for her problems. Please believe me, I wish her well. I 
do not know if I will be welcomed like Miss Benazir was, but I want to tell 

you right now that I will not use money to have myself welcomed. The world 
will see when I arrive in the heart of the land of five rivers, Lahore, and 
change the political scene there. My arrival will encourage the poor and the 
oppressed. I want to tell you that Punjab is waiting for my return as are my 
own people. 
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/Question/ Do you consider there is a leadership vacuum in Punjab? 


/Answer/ If there is a leadership vacuum in Punjab, the same is true for all 
of Pakistan. Do you think that the land of Punjab has become barren and cannot 
produce leaders? Have the Punjabis gone to the moon? I believe that Punjabis 
were never so aware politically as they are now. We are grateful to people 

of other provinces for making Punjab the leader. Sindh's stand on water and 
Sarhad's stand on the Kala Dam have opened Punjab's eyes, and it is ready to 
play its historical role. You are aware that whenever there is a banquet, 
vultures and crows also show up. Too many people want to become leaders in 
Punjab. Some are explaining philosophy, some are comparing themselves to Dula 
Bhatti /c.aracters of popular folklore/ and others have become descendants of 
Rana Sanga /famous Rajput warrior during the Moghul era/. I have a lot of 
faith in the intelligence and memory of Punjabis. They will never allow an 
abstract painter with long hair /reference to Hanif Ramay, one-time chief 
minister of Punjab/ to decide their fate. Punjab has been a target of criticism, 
but it will not be any longer. I love the four provinces, but it hurts me when 
someone calls Punjab a usurper or an oppressor. Are Punjab's sacrifices, 
goodwill, and sincerity a crime? Do not the Pnnjabis have equal rights to 
Afghan refugees, Sindhis, Hindus, Baluchis, and Iranians? Punjab is ready to 
make any sacrifice, but it will not accept humiliation at any cost. 


/Question/ How will the PPP be influenced when the veteran politicans leave it? 


/Answer/ A house in which the elders are not respected does not get respect 
either. We know who these senior members are who are being thrown out of the 
party. They are not the ones who conspired with the military dictators, but 
the ones who suffered for Bhutto, the party, and the people. Can anyone tel] 
me what was wrong with Mr Jatoi? What was Khar's crime? Are we guilty because 
we are honest, unprejudiced, and because we refused to become government wit- 
nesses against Bhutto? Except for Nasrullah Khan, no one is a more stable 

and principled person than Jatoi. What happened to him? He was thrown out of 
the party like a strand of hair from milk. Still, I want to let people know 
through your newspaper that I am not totally downcast. Good days are ahead. 
Those who threw Jatoi and Khar out cannot sleep because of their guilt. They 
know very well who has made sacrifices for Bhutto and the party. I know the 
real friends of the party were upset about it. I am sure that on my return 
there will be a chance for Jatoi to tell the real story. At that time these 
false friends will disappear. Let me tell you, the real test of politics takes 
place at the Mochi Darwaza and Nashtar Park and not in the drawing room of a 
fancy house. I do not recognize the decisions made in fancy buildings. The 
people need leaders who are willing to sacrifice their lives for their principles. 
They do not need leaders who look after their properties 4 days a week, then 
try to have the government rent their fancy home, and go on to make statements 
against Khar and Jatoi. They phone 70 Clifton Road /Benazir's home/ and ask 
the servants to let the lady know they called. I am against such "proxy poli- 
tics." I hate such practices, but unfortunately, that is what is happening in 
the PPP these days. This is happening as the result of the conspiracy against 
senior members of the party and Miss Benazir's immaturity. 
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/Question/ Why did you not inforuw Begum Nasrat Bhutto about such immature acts 
of Miss Benazir? 


/énswer/ I have a lot of respect for the lady. She has suffered a lot and I 
feel greatly for her. She knows how sincerely I respect her. As for Benazir's 
"immature acts," the lady is well aware of those and I do not have to tell 

her. However, tell her I will. The lady has to face the fact sooner or later. 
Nasrat Bhutto will learn one day how Benazir has thrown the real party workers 
out and is surrounded by sycophants, spies, and flatterers. The lady will be 
upset about it. I ama follower of Bhutto and do not want to upset her. What 
can be worse than a person like Tikka Khan making statements against me and 
then standing besides Miss Benazir in a processional truck? Were I there, I 
would have exposed him for what he is. A friend showed me some videotapes of 
Miss Benazir's procession. It greatly agitated me. Had Mr Bhutto known that 
one day people like Tikka Khan and Rao Rashid, who do not even know the basics 
of popular psychology or politics, would de controlling his party, he would 
never have founded it! He would have returned to Oxford and become a professor, 
I pray to God to save the party from these opportunists and grant Miss Benazir 
some maturity. This would lessen Mrs Bhutto's worries and give peace to Mr 
Bhutto's soul. 


/Question/ It is said that funds for Miss Benazir's meetings and processions 
come from abroad. What do you think about that? 


/Answer/ This is too much. It is being said just to insult people. If 
Benazir is getting money from abroad for her processions, then so is the PNA's 
Shaukat Islam. Even our opponents know for a fact that people love Bhutto 

very much. When they come to see Benazhir, it is an insult to measure their 
feelings with money. You can say that people are bought to «.ttend Prime 
Minister Junejo's meetings at government expense. Pakistanis are not so poor 
as to be dependent on dollars, rials, rubles, or pounds in order to see someone 
they love. 


/Question/ Will you please comment on the leadership of Jahangir Badar and 
Makhdoom Khaliquzaman? 


/Answer/ These are the proverbial horsemen whom Benazir has put in the cockpit 
of a jumbo je* with her. She is even letting them control the plane now. She 
wants these rustic art drivers to become jet pilots. You tell me what will 
happen to the passengers in the jet. Jahangir and Khaliq are not even qualified 
to lock the doors of a party room properly. They are kids and I do not give 

much attention to children's talk; however, I do not excuse their rudeness either. 


/Question/ What would you like to say about the legislative assemblies? 


/Answer/ I do not want to say anything because I am very far from my country 
and I might hurt someone's feelings. One thing, however, I must say. Legisla- 
tive assemblies elected on a nonparty basis are like a mechanical toy. You 
have seen how they snap to attention for President Zia. They are not elected 
representatives, just cooks in a military kitchen. 
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/Question/ Do you feel ready to face these assembly members politically? 


/Answer/ With the grace of God, I can beat them without any preparation. When 
the time comes, you will see how Khar shakes them up. I have so much faith in 
the people that I am sure I will make my opponent, even if it is Junejo, lose 
his election deposit. You can change my name /I will be your slave/ if I fail 
to do that. Sir, we only need a person who is working as a sweeper or who 
lights candles at Bhutto's grave to beat these people. I am an old associate 
of Mr Bhutto, a political associate. 


/Question/ Is it true that some 40 assembly members have assured you of their 
Support and have promised to resign from assemblies when you arrive in Pakistan? 


/Answer/ Let us forget about the number. The real issue is the attitude of 
support. I am glad that people have not forgotten me and that they remember 
my sacrifices and services. Time is just. I have suffered a lot for Punjab 
and Pakistan. I am ready to do anything for my country. 

/Question/ My question was very different. 


/Answer/ I said that I will not reveal the number, but I have established 
links with my friends. 


/Question/ Is this link direct? 


/Answer/ Both direct and indirect, Let us leave this subject here. When the 
moon rises, the whole world will see it. 


/Question/ It is rumored that you are forming a new political party with 
Jatoi, Mazari, and Maraj. 


/Answer/ Sir, only President Zia can form a new party. No one else can, 
/Question/ I asked the question seriously. 

/Question/ I also replied seriously. However, I would like to add that I do 
not have any plans to form a new political party. When Mr Jatoi came here, we 
talked at length. He is an old associate and I respect him. [I learned a lot 
about politics while working with him. His political analyses are always very 
deep and realistic. He is the political guru of us all. 

/Question/ Is it true that General Chishti contacted you when he was in London? 


! /Answer/ No. I did, however, learn that he was in London. I was out of town 
at that time. 


/Question/ Where did you go? 


/answer/ Off the record... 


103 





/Question/ Without referring to our off the record conversation, I want to ask 
if you had any contact with the MRD before that, 


/Answer/ Yes, politicians often see each other and exchange ideas. 
/Question/ Is the MRD serious about taking advantage of your services? 


/Answer/ Seriousness is a prerequisite in politics. Only martial law govern- 
ments are not serious. 


/Question/ What do you think about the demand for holding elections this fall? 


/Answer/ All seasons are equal to politics. It is us humans who should be 
prepared. I do not know who advised Miss Benazir to pick the fall as the tar- 
get date. If she had given serious thought to the whole issue, she would have 
learned many things. I believe that the question here is not the elections, 
but keeping herself politically alive. The slogan demanding elections by this 
fall gained her many enemies. Assembly members were upset with this demand and 
it helped President Zia. The people did not like this demand, either. 


/Question/ Does not the support of hundreds of thousands of people show they 
want it? 


/Answer/ The real purpose should be to guide people and not just to get their 
support. A good leader does not follow people, but leads them. That is what 

Mr Bhutto always said. He made people accept Bangladesh and the Simla Agree- 
ment. Instead of making demands, he convinced people to accept his ideas. He 
admonished people. Perhaps you remember that meeting in which Mr Bhutto con- 
vinced people that Bangladesh should be recognized. Only a few days before 

that Air Marshal Asghar Khan had addressed a huge rally at which people rejected 
Bangladesh. It is a critical time in our history and Miss Bhutto should be 
realistic. She should know that reality is always ibtter and painful. What 
more can I say except that Miss Benazir should learn from history? 


/Question/ In your opinion, how should Miss Benazir explain her policy? 


/Answer/ How can I say anything about this issue? You are asking my advice on 
a game that I do not have permission to watch. 


/Question/ Let us assume that you are watching this game on a television screen, 


/Answer/ I do not want to go into details. Some opportunists might misquote 
me for their advantage. In brief, I note the following: 


1. The PPP should not directly confront the government in any case. 

2. It should not allow opportunists and government agents to enter its ranks. 
3. The organization and public relations efforts of the party should be made 
more effective. 

4. Confrontation with the prime minister and assemblies should be avoided. 
The PPP should explain its program in order to gain popular support. 

5. The PPP should continue cooperating with the MRD and gain support from 
assembly members. 
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6. <A demand for midterm elections should be made after consultation with other 
democratic groups. 


/Question/ Please comment on Miss Benazir's affinity with the United States 
of America? 


/Answer/ What can the United States and the USSR give to anyone? They do, 
however, take things away. Nothing happens as long as one has people's support. 
Benazir has visited not only the United States but also the USSR. She perhaps 
will visit India and China, too. One thing is definite: people do not like 
their leader's policies being influenced by an outside power, I am sure that 
Miss Benazir knows well how her father was treated by whom. 


/Question/ Can you say something about Alzulfiqar /Bhutto's son/? 


/Answer/ Alzulfiqar was like a genie in a bottle. Two children found this 
bottle accidently and let the genie out. But they could not get him back in 
the bottle. I am personally opposed to violent and destructive politics. Mr 
Bhutto always supported peaceful politics and followed a sincere and religious 
route. I have to add that both these children /Benazir and Alzulfiqar/ were 
deprived of parental guidance. They did not get support from someone wise and 
played into the wrong hands. They became wise with time, though. You are aware 
of Shah Nawaz' example. He wanted to return home, but death did not allow him 
the opportunity. 
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